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P R E F A G

IT is among the misfortunes that attend

General Dumourier, to be abandoned by
the world; to be the outcafl of fociety ; to be

compelled to fly from city to city to feek an

alylum from the rage and madnefs of his coun-

trymen who imagine they will ferve the public

caufe and rid the world of a traitor if they can

but plunge a dagger into his breaft ; and to avoid

the wretch whofe avarice would tempt him to

gain the price offered for his blood by the Con-
vention. Compelled to live among flrangers

under the difguife of an aiTumed name, and to

fubmit to the pain of liftening to opinions on
his conduct, equally fevere and unjuft, that

are indufrrioufly circulated by the hired jour-"

nalifts of the different courts of Europe, who
beftow their praifes only on the fuccefsful, and
every where encountering emigrants who deter!

him with as little reafon, and as much ferocity

as the Jacobins, this man, whom Minifters

and Courts received with flattering careffes

when he quitted the army, but afterward ca-
lumniated and perfecuted, for having publifhed

memorials which contained his real and ferious

opinions, at length obeys the call of duty, by
giving to the world the Memoirs of his life.

The



[ « ]

The moft extravagant and contradictory talcs

refpecting him have rilled the journals of Eu-
rope, and portraits have been drawn of him fo

unlike each other, that not only his character,

but his exiftence is become an enigma.

The Courier of Europe reprefents him with

the force of Hercules, the Kcentioufnefs of

Mark Anthony, the treachery of Hannibal, the

cruelty of Sylla, and the military and political

talents of Caefar; they have alfo attributed to

him, the pofleflion of immenfe riches in the

Englifh funds. On the contrary, the Journal

of the Lower Rhine defcribes him as pof-

feffing talents, but being deficient in judgment.

This opinion, Dumourier regards as true praife,

for he was never defirous of being thought

fubtile or praclifed in the art of changing his

opinions according to his intereits. He has

always had fixed principles and a determined

character. His mind was formed by the ftudy

of Plutarch ; and he has mixed too little with

men, to be known by any but a felect few.

Excepting during his travels and his wars,

he has lived furrounded only by his books,

and his chofen friends, of whom the greater

part no longer exift. Far from efteeming the

maxim of the Epicureans, which recommends
the concealment of our actions, his whole life

fhall be expofed to the obfervation and judg-

ment of his contemporaries. He has nothing

to lofe by this conduct; already he is poor,

calumniated, profcribed, all that mankind re-

gard as miferable; but he has every thing to

gain,
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gain, fince men of elevated and upright minds,

who read thefe Memoirs, will become his

friends. With fuch men only he defires to

live, and to whatever nation they belong, he
(hall always regard them as his fellow citizens.

The celebrated Dictator Fabius Maximus,
he who alone could check the victories of Han-
nibal, and whom Dumourier earneftly endea-

voured to imitate in his campaign againft the

king of Pruffia, made this obfervation to Pau-
lus Emilius, when he went with Varro, to

command the army, "Let him not fear who
thirjlsfor glory ; for, although we oftenfnd that

true merit is eclipfedfor a time, we have never

known it to be entirely lojh, it burfls at lafi through

the clouds which encircle it, and appears arrayed

in its bright and genuine colours."

Dumourier thought like Fabius, but their

iituations were widely different. Fabius refided

on his eftate with his family, expofed indeed to

the calumnies of a faction, but honoured in

the Senate, and by all the fages of Rome.
They frill regarded his counfels and preferved

him in the command of the army, nor had in-

gratitude effaced the many fervices he had hi-

therto rendered his country, or deftroyed the

expectation of his flill rendering them many
more. Fabius was thus enabled to follow the

bent of his mild and moderate difpofition -, and
wait, in tranquillity, the progrefs of truth and
jufKce. Such are not the happy circumftances

of Dumourier ; and however (nort a time he
may have to live, it will be too long if it be

ftained
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ftained with the injustice of the public opinion.

Not only therefore for himfelf, his contempo-
raries, and his country to whom he may one

day be ufeful, but in juftice to his friends, his

relations, his advocates, he is obliged to repel

the calumnies which fellow h.m, and to diffi-

pate the cloud which obfeures the truth. This
he will do by an honeft and accurate detail of

fuch facts as are important, and of which he
was a competent witnefs.

For thefe reafons he is obliged to change the

order of his Memoirs, and to fubmit to the

public opinion tiie third volume, which con-

tains the circumftances of the year 1793.
Thefe are the more important as they will

enable the reader to forefee the ifTue of the

ftrange events that have lately happened in

Europe, in ftudying the nature of their motives

and caufes. If General Dumourier have ilated

any of them erroneously, his contemporaries

are competent to deteft his injuftice, but he has

furely this great reafon for fpeaking the truth,

that he may not increafe the number of his

enemies. He defcribes the French as they

really are, and not fuch as Europe has hitherto

regarded them, who feem to believe that the

whole French nation are without religion, with-

out honour, or humanity. The French are

engaged in a bad caufe. We are compelled to

regard them with horror; but prudence will

not permit us to defpife them. They have dif-

played a magnificent courage; and, had they

followed the opinion of virtuous and experienced

men,
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men, this period of their biftory would have

been as honorable as it is now clifgraceful and

wretched,

Unhappily, their licentious excefTes have de-

ftroyed the liberties of Europe. The example
of their misfortunes, have induced every peo-

ple to believe that they had better wear their

chains in peace than fall into an anarchy that

can never end but in abfolute defpotifm.

There are two queftions that naturally pre-

fent themfelves to which Dumourier's justifi-

cation ought to reply, by ftating the motives

of his conduct, which appears to be in contra-

diction with his declared opinions.

It is afked, why did Dumourier, after the

arreji of Louis on the i oth of Augujl, refufe to

obey the orders that he had receivedfrom another

general, to make thefoidiers renew their oath of
fidelity to the king f

Dumourier had then under his command
10,000 men in the camp of Maulde near Tour-
nay, and the Auftrians who had a much larger

army, were indefatigable in haraffing his troops.

Dillon had been fent to remove the general from
his command. The minifters were then evi-

dently inimicable to the revolution; and, as we
mall fee in the fecond volume of thefe Me-
moirs, purfued a conduct that was the caufe of
the king's misfortunes. The circumftances of
the frightful fcene of the icth of Auguit,

were not accurately known in the camp. To
engage the troops to renew their oath, accord-

ing to the orders of General Dillon, was to

prejudge



r vi ]

prejudge the caufe of the people, to unfold

the flandard of rebellion againit the nation, and
to engage the army in a difpute refpecting par-

ties,, at the very moment when we had a fo-

reign enemy to combat; and the inevitable

eoniequence would have been to have expofed
the unfortunate Louis to the daggers and ven-
geance of the populous.

Again it is demanded, haw can Dumourier

JFifHfy bis condu5i at. the ti?ne when a Convention

was appointed for the purpofe of abolijhing the

monarchy and ejiablijhing a republic* in acknow-
ledging the authority of this Convention* giving

bisfanSlion to the deJlruSlion of the monarchy\ and
to- the offnmed power of the republic.

It was fhortly after the general's refufal to

give the oath to the troops in the camp of
Maulde, that Fayete deferted from his army,
and Dumourier was ordered to take the com-
mand in his Itead. The king of Prufiia entered

Champagne with a formidable body of troops ;

sad terror and treafon enfured his fuccefs.

Longwi and Verdun were taken. Dumourier,
feeing in force in his camp at Grandpre, aflem-

fcled his army at St. Manehould. The hiilory

©f France, does not prefent fo dangerous a criiis.

The 20th of September, the day on which the

Convention declared France to be a republic,.

Dumourier and Kellerman repulfed the Pruffi-

ans* who had attacked them at Valary* The
two armies were in light of each other and
every day threatened to come to an engagement;
and this furely was not the moment to enter

into
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into quarrels refpecting the form of govern-

ment ! The enemy were to be driven from the

territories of France. The country was to be

faved. Befides, the people were incenfed againft

the king, whom they regarded as a traitor.

At fuch a period to have maintained his prero-

gative, would have been the fignal for his maf-
facre. The people would have looked upon
fuch an attempt as an act of treachery, which
would have deprived Dumourier of the confi-

dence of his countrymen, and thereby have

left France an eafy prey to the enemy.

As foon as the Pruffians had retreated, Du-
mourier began the campaign in the Low Coun-
tries, and it was not till he had gained the

Belgians for allies, and had acquired influence

by his fuccefs, that he had any reafon to hope
that he could give peace to his country, deliver

the imprifoned king, and eftablifh on fecure

foundations the constitution of 1789. After

that period, circumftances arofe fo extremely

contrary to all poffible expectation, Dumourier's
journey to Paris, and the horrible murder of
Louis XVI. fo clearly convinced Dumourier
of the guilty aims of the Convention and the

implacability and power of the Jacobins, that

the general refolved at all hazards to feparate

the caufe of the country from that of the mon-
fters by whom it was governed. His plan was
bold. No other perfon in France had means
in his power, for that purpofe, fo apparently

well founded. But ^very circumftance turned

againil:



againft him, and, above all, the inconstancy

of his army.

The apparent contradiction between Dumou-
rier's political principles and his military conduct

have drawn upon him the unjuft reproaches of

many of the Emigrants, and of feveral perfons

of good fenfe, who could only judge from their

miftaken view of the facts. As minifter of

foreign affairs, Dumourier certainly has lhewn
a fineere attachment to the Constitution ; of

this his difpatches, his difcourfes to the AfTem-

bly, are an abundant proof. He has equally

oppofed Republicans and Royalifts. He pro-

cured the diimiffion of three ministers of the

former party, without leaguing himfelf with

the court faction, and in confequence he was
expofed to the fury of the Jacobins, who loudly

demanded his being fent to the pnfon of Or-
leans. The public opinion of Dumourier's

principles at that period, was fo decided, that

the following couplet was placed at the bottom
of his portrait.

Inflexible fbutlen du trone, et de la loi,

II ftit ami du peuple, ii fut ami du Roi*.

Afterward appointed to the command of the

army, he had neither time nor inclination to

concern himfelf in the intrigues and crimes of
Paris. He was folely employed in repelling

the enemy.

* Inflexible fupporter of the throne and of the law, he
was at once the friend of the people and of the -king.

II©
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He is reproached, however, with never hav-

ing changed his party, till he was no longer

victorious, but the reproach is unjuft- for, in

the firft place, he never changed his party,

lince, although he quitted the Republicans,

with whom he had been long difgufted, yet he
did not join the Royaliffo -, and, that no doubt
might remain refpecUng his opinion, he in-

flantly proclaimed his defire of re-eilablifhing

the constitution of 1789. Secondly, his fen-

timents were conftantly in oppoiition to thofe

of the Convention, the Jacobins, and the Mi-
nifter of War, during the time of his expedi-

tion into Belgia, from the month of Novem-
ber, as may be feen in his correfpondence with
Pache, publifhed in January 1793. In this

fame month of January, he fent to the Con-
vention four memorials, againfl the tyrannical

decree of the 15th of December, and he nei-

ther prefented himfelf to the Convention, nor
the fociety of Jacobins ; on the contrary, he
gave in his resignation at that period. Thirdly,
compelled for his perfonal fafety to return to

the army, he perfevered in oppofing the tyranny
and injustice of the Convention. It was on
the 1 2 th of March that he wrote the well-
known letter to the Convention, which was
confidered by the Jacobins as fo great a crime.
Hence, before he went to engage the Prince
of Cobourg, and to decide the fate of France
and her enemies on the plains of Nerwinde,
his quarrel with the Convention was open and
proclaimed. He was profcribed. He was,

therefore,
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therefore, compelled to overthrow the Con-,

vention, or perifh.

The reproach that General Dumourier never

quitted the Republican party till hewas vanquish-
ed, was exprelied with the greatefl bitternefs,ina

letter written by the Elector of Cologne, to the

General, which waspublifhed with a cruel orien-

tation which that prince might have foreborne

againfl a man, then unfortunate and a fugitive.

But furely it is to be fuppofed, that this prince

will regret the injuftice done to General Du-
mourier, when, by the reading of thefe Me-
moirs, he (hall be convinced that it is an injus-

tice. None of the wrongs the General has

endured, has afflicted him fo much as this,

iince the author of it is held in fuch juft efli-

mation throughout Europe.

Every nation in Europe mufl be convinced,

that its moil: important intereft are involved

in the cataftrophe of the French Revolution.

If the belligerent powers mould re-eflablifh

the monarchy, the vengeance of the nobles,

and confequent profcriptions wil 1
fall on the

greater part of the people. But, as the people

are fortunately the moil numerous body, as they

have enjoyed the Herrings of Liberty, and felt

the advantage of holding the fovereign power
in their hands, the triumph of the nobility and

clergy, will be but momentary ; it will endure

no longer than while the foreign troops are

enabled to fupport them. Every day will be

productive of frefh rebellions, and another Re-
volution
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volution ftill more deflruttive and terrible 'them

the prefent, will reftore the people to the ex-

ercife of the Sovereignty. But if, by the im-
becillity of the allied powers, the National

Convention and the Jacobins are enabled to

maintain the republic, then will their fyfleni

of fraternization be exercifed with irrefiftible

force j and finally, not only the neighbouring

nations, but the moft diftant countries will

imitate the rebellion of France, and all Europe
be reduced to a ftate of anarchy, while by a

grand and rapid Revolution, the existing go-

vernments of the world will be hastened to de-

ft-ruction. There is a juft medium, however,

which the fenfible part of the French nation

eagerly defire to be adopted, and which would
arTure general tranquillity to Europe : it is that

France mould become a limited monarchy.
It is to this end the fovereigns of Europe

ought to direct their efforts; and it is by fo

doing only they can fecure the fafety of the

monarch who mall mount the throne of France.

It is the only bond of univerfal peace.

If it be true that the ancient monarchy can-

not be reftored in France, it is no lefs certain

that the fpecies of Democracy, which exilts

there at prefent, cannot be of long duration.

AbftracT: notions have been too much con-
futed in this important matter, which may
eafily be reduced to a few fimple truths. There
is no political conftitution which will not render
a people happy, if it be the choice of the peo-
ple, and if the government be enabled ta acT:

without
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ment remained five hundred years an arifto*

cracyj and, when people had made innovati-

ons, if the fenate had not conceived the fub-

lime policy of rendering the Roman people a

nation of conquerors, its government would

have refembled that which we have fince feen

in the Republic of Florence : Always feeble,

always agitated by civil wars, and open

to the invafion of every ambitious neighbour,

Rome would have been conquered, or would

have become a dower, or a heritage like Flo-

rence ; and fcarcely would hiftory have fpoken

of that city, which her ariftocracy rendered

the mofl celebrated of the whole world.

But even this fpecies of republic which Bru-

tus founded, and which may be conlidered as a

mixed government, extending only over a fmall

territory, it would have been impoffible to have

re-eflablifhed, after the death of Casfar, or

Tiberius, or Nero. The circumftances of the

Roman Empire, at that period, would have

deftroyed the Republican fpirit in its birth.

The bounds of the empire were too much en-

larged j the Romans were too rich; luxury,

arts, and all the enjoyments that fpring from

them, had fpread their influence too much to

accord with the aufterity of a Republic. And
liberty does not neceffarily demand a Republi-

can government. England is a proof, that a

people may be free under a monarch. Liberty

conlifls in being free from obedience to all laws

but thofe that the people themfelves have made.

The law is the fanctuary in which the fove-

reignty
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reignty fefides -, and Kings, or other magiftrates

to whom the executive power is delegated, be-

ing fubject to the law, the people are as free as

they can be confidently with their happinefs.

Such are the bounds of a true liberty, and all

beyond is anarchy.

Nothing can be better proved than that a

republic cannot now be eilabliihed, without the

deftruction of thofe very advantages which dif-

tinguifh the age. We cannot obtain that ob-

ject, without confounding property, and forcing

the minds of men to fubmiffion by terror and

crimes. To be a republic, we mufi firft be in

a ftate of anarchy ; but does anarchy conduct

to equality and liberty ? No. It overthrows all

eftablimed order -, and, in the place of heredi-

tary authority, fubftitutes that of the populace,*

which being directed by lefs reafonable princi-

ples, neceffarily exercifes an infupportable ty-

ranny : Of which France is an example. The
palaces and rich property of the nobility arid

clergy cannot be equally divided, and they be-

come the prey of thofe mifcreants that are the

moft depraved and daring, and perhaps, one
day we may fee the Ex-capuchin Chabot, Lord
of Chantillyj Bazire, Lord of Chambord, and
Merlin, Lord of Chanteloup ; and filling the

places of the great Conde, the Marefchal de
Saxe, and the Duke de Choifeuil. Perhaps
we mall fee changes a thoufand times more ex-
travagant and ridiculous. And what good will

refult to the people by thefe hideous changes I

C 2 -,
f They
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They will ftill have matters. But of what a

new and contemptible race !

This diiaftroiis ftate of things is at prefent

confined to France, but its democratic or rather

monftrous republic cannot exift but by the

fpreading of anarchy among all its neighbours.

Thus her intereffc, and every part of her policy,

(which fhe is not even delirous of concealing)

confifts in preaching and propagating anarchy.

As experience proves that it is eafy to deceive

and betray a people in preaching liberty to

them, (fince it is lefs difficult to create confu-

fion than to reftore order,) and as the poor are

more numerous in every country than the rich

and the noble, it is to be feared that, tempted

by the example and fupport of the licentious

people of France, all nations will imitate her

exceffes, and turbulence and anarchy become
univerfal.

This eonfufion, accompanied with all its

miferies, is inevitable, if the foreign powers

are unable to flop the progrefs of the French
Revolution. The forces employed by the al-

lies are fo great that fuccefs is infallible if they

be directed by wifdom and prudence. But if

the allies abuie their power and rob the unfor-

tunate family, whofe defenders they avow them-

felves to be, the excefs of the French people

will be juitified, and the fame dangers and mis-

fortunes will again defolate Europe.

General Dumourier has difcuffed this fubject

more fully in another work, which he has de-

livered to perfons who have promifed to convey
it
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It to the Emperor, and he hopes for the fake

of mankind, that it will not be negle&ed of

forgotten.

Although General Dumourier has arTerted

the neceffity of founding every flable govern-

ment on an ariftocracy, it is not to be under-

ftood that he would grant all right and privilege

to the nobles, and nothing to the people. No-
bility was in its origin the reward of virtue ;

and the titles, "honours, and feudal rights at-

tached to it, are the legitimate property of

their descendants, and nothing could be more

pnjuij than to deprive fuch of the nobility as

have not borne arms againft France of any part

of their hereditary rights. But nobles ihould

have no privileges in the eye of the law, either

in engroffing of places, or in exemption from

duties. In a free government, all are equal in

this refpedt, and a nobleman is a fimple citizen.

He has no juft claim to the acquifition of places

but by his fervices, his talents, and his virtues.

He has the advantages of education, leifure,

and the example of his anceftry. Of thefe it

is his duty to avail himfelf -, but thofe are his

only juft advantages -, and in this fyftem is to

be found the only true equality that has exifted

in any age, or among any people.

It is not becaufe all the members of the

Convention, and the generals of the armies of
France have been raifed from among the vulgar,

that the decrees of the former, or the military

conduct of the latter, excite the difdain and

the
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the indignation of Europe, but becaufe they

are abfurd, criminal, ignorant, and cruel.

Certainly a ftate may exift without a king, a
court, or a nobility; but it is not true that

t>

great and powerful nation can exilt without
nobility ; for nobility being the reward of vir-

tue, becomes a motive not ealily to be deftroyed

in the defcendants of the virtuous man.
This applies only to nobility, as it exilied in

its origin, for that which is fold by kings is a

wretched abufe, the offspring of the avarice of
kings, and will ceafe of itfelf as a ridiculous

vanity, when titles mall no longer be attended

with penuniary privileges, which the public

opinion has forever abolifhed in France, and

which if an attempt be made to reftore it by
foreign powers will but ferve to produce ano-

ther Revolution.

The ariftocracy that General Dumourier re-

gards as neceffary to all government is that of

virtue and talent. To govern men, to lit in

judgment upon crimes, or to decide on questi-

ons of property, to inftruc~t men in the duties

of religion, to conduct the citizens of a great

empire in war, are employments that mull be

Itudied as other employments are. The decla-

ration of the Rights of Man, and the Conlli-

tution to which it ferved as a balis, will inftrucl:

the future king of the' French, in what manner

it is his duty to felecl thofe who are to aid him
in the government of the kingdom. The fight

of choofing' fuch men is the noblelt attribute

of royalty. Let us examine that fublime Con-
N

ftitution
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fHtution, and we fhall find that no condition

can be found more happy for a wife and virtuous

man than that of a king of France.

Frenchmen, liflen to the temperate and in-

formed part of Europe, again adopt with iince-

rity, that true code of philofophy, and your

monarch will be refpected and powerful, your

nobility will again become worthy of their an-

ceflors, your clergy pious, worthy and ufefiil,

and you will be the happieit. nation of the

earth !

Such is the zealous wifh of a man whom
you would deftroy, becaufe he fayed your coun-

try, and has always fpoken with lincerityj

whom the emigrants load with calumnies, be-

caufe in quitting his country he would not turn

his arms againft her like themfelves ; whom
the ministers of foreign courts declared to be a

dangerous man becaufe he afferts that the fo-

vereign power refides in the people. No fuf-

ferings will induce him to change either his

opinions or his conduct, or his withes for your
happinefs, finoe reafon and not the chances of
fortune ought to conduct the wife man.
And you alfo, fovereigns of Europe, be per-

fuaded that the perfecuted man whom you feem
to condemn, to whom you refufe the afylum
which he ought to find among you, although
he brings no other title than a pure and honefl:

mind, be perfuaded that he is influenced by the

love of mankind, v/hich infpires him with re-

fpe& for all juft authority, that he is actuated

with
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with the defire of feeing peace reftored to all

nations, that he abhors war, and renounces it

for himfelf, even in the fervice of his country,

excepting when he believes it to be neceflary to

arreft the courfe of ambition and injuflice.

A BRIEF



A

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF TfrE

LIFE OF

GANERAL DUMOURIER.

EXTRACTED FROM A LETTER WRITTEN TO

A FRIEND,

r AT prefent, my dear friend, let us quit thefe

abftracT: notions, too fublime to be the general fub-

jec~r. of a letter, and let us enquire what is the refulc

of fuch principles. It is that we ought to do all the

good we can in our ftatibns; to be humane ; but,

above all, to be juft. It is never our duty to enquire
what the opinions of men refpecting us will be, and
our actions ought never to be influenced by an atten-

tion to the queftion of what may be thought of them.
It is in times of great public commotion, during the

revolutions of empires, that this principle ought to

be maintained with greateft firmnefs. It is then that

the juft man will call forth his talents to fave his

country, exert his genius to reprefent the dangers of
excefs, and his courage to ftand between the nation

and a great crime.

He will be hated and perfecuted by all parties,

fince he will not flatter the pafTions- of faction ; but
|ie confoles himfelf in recollecting that he performs

his
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his duty. Perfections appear but an incident that

he was to expect; and he fupports them with forti-

tude, becaufe he knows they are the effect of miftake

"that cannot be lading.

Hiftory redores the virtuous man to his juft rank

among his fellow citizens. My enemies cannot deny
that I have acquired great military fame; but, to ob-

fcure it, they paint me as a faithlefs, immoral, un-

principled man. They would drive me from the

theatre of Europe to make room for meaner actors.

I am willing to remain a fpectator of the fcene, but I

cannot confent to defcend from the ftage widi oppro-

brium. Thefe confiderations have driven me to two
decifive meafures. The firft, to publifh the facts

that judify the latter period of my public life, which
has been the mod calumniated. The fecond, to de-

liver myfelf up into the hands of the emperor, who,
indigated and deceived by the grofs calumnies of my
perfecutors, has given orders to have me arretted.

Prudence perhaps would dictate a different conduct

on my part, but duty reds on other calculations.

Thefe are mine: that this voluntary furrender of
myfelf into his power ought to convince the empe-
ror of my innocence, and incline him to lay afide his

prejudices. He is reprefented as ajud man; T be-

lieve him to be fuch. He will value the confidence

I place in his character, he will produce the accufati-

ons they have urged againd me, and I mall prove
their falsehood. Thefe memoirs will haye appeared,

in the interval, to judify me to the world; and,

having gained the confidence of a monarch even

more than any other intereded in the re-edablifliment

of peace and order, I may again render fervices to

humanity and my unhappy country. Should the

emperor refufe to hear my judification, and confign

me to the oblivion of a priibn, I fhall only have to

iiiifer and to die. But this Hidory of my life will

vindicate
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vindicate my name. The confequences of the trea-

chery and injuftice of my perfecutors will fall on
themfelvesi and the emperor himfelf will regret me.

In the approaching month, I fhall be fifty-five

years of age. Shall I really fuffer lefs if, by fhame-
fully concealing myfelf, I Can efcape a few days of
reproach or imprifonment ?

I will now give you a fhort Hiftory of my life,

which may ferve as a fupplement to my memoirs, if

I am not allowed time to finifh them. I was born
at Cambray in 1739 of parents not affluent although

noble. My Father was a man of great virtue and un-
derftandingj he bellowed on me a very careful and
eXtenfive education ; at 1 8 years of age I became a
foldier ; and at two and twenty I was honoured with
the crofs of St. Louis and had received twenty-two
wounds.

On peace being made in 1763, I began my tra-

vels, to ftudy the languages and manners of different

nations. The Emigrants' have faid that at this time I

Was employed as a fpy by the French miniftry. It is not
improbable that the petitt-maitres of Tarentum and
Athens (if there were any fuch men there) have faid

as much of Pvthao;oras and of Plato.

In 1768, I was put upon the ftaff belonging to the

army in Corfica* and, having ferved with reputation

in the two campaigns of 1768 and 1769, I was raifed

to the rank Colonel.

- In 1770, the Duke de Choifeuil appointed me
minifter to the confederates of Poland \ and I com-
manded a body of men in that country durino- two
campaigns, and conducted fevefal very important
negotiations with various fuccefs. As the meafures
of the confederate* were ill concerted, their revoluti-

on was unfortunate, and ended in the partition of
Poland,

In
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In 1772, the Marquis of Monteynard, minifter of
war, employed me in correcting and reviling the mi-
litary code of laws ; at the end of the fame year,

this minifter by the exprefs order of Louis the XV.
entrufted me with the management of a fecret nego-
tiation relative to the revolution in Sweden j but,

having received my inftructions on this affair im-
mediately from the king himfelf and unknown to the

Duke D'Aiguillon minifter of foreign affairs ; 1 was
arretted at Hamburg in 1773, and conducted to the

Baftile by the orders of that minifter. The irrefo-

lute Louis XV. yielding to the importunities of
Madame du Barry his miftrefs, and the Duke Aiguil-

lon, difgraced the virtuous Monteynard, forebore to

imform the Duke of the authority he had given me
to negotiate, and fuffered me to bear the weight of a
criminal profecution, which the Duke D'Aiguillon,

fufpecting the truth, feared to carry to all its extre-

mity. I rejected offers of friendfhip and protection

made me by this defpotic minifter whom I did not
efteem ; and after lying fix months in the Baftile I

was banifhed to the caftle of Caen for three months.
Louis XV. died foon after ; and D'Aiguillon was

difgraced. I had no inclination to take advantage of
the expiration of the Lettre de Cachet^ for the purpofe

of regaining my liberty; I was anxious to be com-
pletely juiiified, and therefore petitioned Louis XVI.
to remove, me to the Baftile and to order a revifion of
my trial. The king would not permit me to remain
in prifon, and commanded M. du Muy, M. de Ver-
gennes, and M.. de Sartine to revife the trial, and
thofe three minifters figned a declaration that I had
been unjuftly profecuted. Immediately afterward I

was fent to Lifle, in my rank of colonel, to make a

report reflecting the new military manoeuvres which
the Baron de Pirfch had brought from Pruflia. I

had alfo a commifllon to examine a plan for improv-

ing the navigation of the river Lys, and another plan

of
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of forming a harbour in the channel at Ambleteufe;

And thefe employments occupied the latter end of

the year 17745 and the whole of 1775.
In 1776, I was joined in a commiffion with the

Chevalier D'Oify, captain of a man of war, and

Colonel la Roziere, one of the ableft engineers in

Europe, to determine on a proper place in the chan-

nel for the conftruclion of a naval port. I paffed the

year 17775 in the country twenty leagues from Paris.

It is the only period of repofe in my life. At the

end of that year, I was invited to Paris, by M. de

Montbarey, minifter of war, on account of the rup-

ture between England and her colonies, which I had

long predicted.

In 1778, I procured the office of commandant of
Cherbourg to be revived and given to me. Being

perfuaded that Cherbourg was better calculated than

any other place in the channel for a national barbour,

and being aided by the zeal, activity, and influence of
the Duke d'Harcourt, governor of the province, I

obtained a deciiion, in favour of Cherbourg, of a

queftion that had been agitated during an hundred
years, concerning the preference to be given to

Cherbourg or La Hogue, for the fire of a naval port.

From that time till 1789, I was occupied in fuperin-

tending the works of Cherbourg -, and, during that

period, I was but three times at Paris. When I firft

arrived at Cherbourg, it contained no more than fe-

ven thoufand three hundred inhabitants, and when I

quitted that place it contained nearly twenty thoufand

inhabitants.

The emigrants, not contented with faying I was
a fpy from the miniftry while I was on my travels,

have alfo reported that I was employed by the war-
office as one of the tools of its fecret intrigues,

although the time that I have palled in Paris, in the

dijfiitf^*itaurney%Jomade to that place during twelve

years.
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years, did not altogether amount to fix months^ and
although in thefe journies I very rarely vifited Ver-
failles.

.Let us review this hiflory : twenty two wounds
received in battle, fix campaigns made in Germany,
two in Corfica, and two in Poland, important trufts

difcharged, a city raifed from obfcurity to a flouriih-

ing condition, a naval port eftablifhed, fortified, and
rendered fit for the purpofes of the navy, twenty
years fpent in travels, that had a knowledge of man-
kind for their object, and in fine the ftudy of langua-

ges, of the military art, and of the policy of nati-

ons -, fuch are the events of which it is compofed.
It will be happy for France if fhe produce many fuch

defigning and felfifh men. If thole who were called

by their birth, their wealth, and their dignities to

maintain the honour, and produce the happinefs of
their country, had qualified themfelves with equal

care, France would either have needed no revolution,

or the revolution would have been more happy and
honourable.

For my part, the revolution was not necefTary to-

raife me to dignities. I fhould foon have been lieu-

renant- general in the ordinary courfe of promotion,

and was on the point of receiving honours that men
at that period fought after. I pofTeffed an income
of 20,000 livres, which was equal to my wants and
defires. Yet I could not but fee that France was
disgraced abroad, . and ruined within. I forefaw that

fhe haftened to this latter period of her mifery ; and

have, often warned thofe of the minifters, whom I

efteemed to be honeft men, of the event.

When the revolution commenced, I deprived its

character of much of its evil in the place where I

commanded. At Cherbourg, the excefTes of the

populace were punifhed by me with death ; but the.

people could not accufe me of i?ejng inimir-^o'to
aiK anof^" their
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their liberty. Thofe who were placed in like fixa-

tions would have rendered an ineftimable fervice to

their country, in exerting the fame firmnefs with the

fame difcernment.

The military governments of towns in France
being fuppreffed, I went to Paris, where, during

two years, I ftudied the influence and character of
the revolution. The flight of the princes of France
was an irreparable injury done to the caufe of the

king. I forefaw that the exercife of the Veto would
not produce the end that was propofed by it, and
would occafion the ruin of the monarch's caufe, and
I oppofed it by all the means that were in my power.

In 1791, I was appointed to the command of the

country from Nantes to Bourdeaux. At that period

a religious war raged in La Vendee, and the people

laid wafte the caftles and lands of the nobility. I had

the good fortune to calm the minds of the people,

and to preserve tranquillity in that country- till the

month of February 1792, when I was recalled to

Paris, was raifed to the rank of lieutenant-general,

and appointed minifler of foreign affairs.

I am reproached with having caufed the war by my
counfels ; but I fliall prove that the war was already

inevitable, when I began my adminiftration, and that

indeed it might be faid to have commenced. I ac-

knowledge, however, that my opinion was decidedly

for the declaration of war, as was alfo that of the

king, who, not only approved of my memorial to

the National AfTembly on that fubjeft, (which was
three days in his hands) but made corrections in it,

and himfelf compofed the difcourfe he delivered to

the affembly on that occafion.
'

At the end of three months, finding myfeif em-
barrafTed by the various factions, and being fmcerely

defirous to fee the king's council poflefling proper
dignity, and his meafuies governed by conftitutional

principles,
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principles, I changed the miniftry, and obtained a

proraife that the king would fanction two decrees

which appeared expedient to his fervice. Having
done fo, I would have retired from the adminiftration.

The king would not grant me his permiilion; the

miniftry was again changed by his order, and I took

the war department. But, foon perceiving that the

court had deceived me, I refolved not to be the in-

ftrument of their intrigues. I predicted to the unhap-

py king and queen all the misfortunes in which they

were involving themfelves, and I gave in my reiigna-

tion three days after being appointed minifter of war.

I was not driven from the councils of the king as

the emigrants have afferted, but refigned in oppositi-

on to the entreaties of Louis. He was two days be-

fore he would accept of my refignation, and he did

not fuffer me to depart without exprefling the deepen:

regret.

After that period, I commanded the armies with

the greater! fuccefs. If the French had difpiayed as

much moderation and virtue as they have enjoyed

of fuccefs, peace had been long fince reftored to

Europe ; Louis would have been on his throne ; and
the nation would not have been, as now, ftained with

crimes, and the Have of anarchy. France would

have been happy and illuftrious under her conftitution

and her king.

I have now, my worthy friend, given you a fhort

hiftory of my life, and it will ftand in the place of

one more circumftantial, if opportunity be not given

me to prepare a fuller account for the public. My
heart is unburthened in fending you this letter.

Here, I wait the orders of the emperor, and the

decifion of my fate, without inquietude. My mind,

far from being weakened is fortified by difafters j and

I fhall be always myfelf.
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BOOK I.

C H A P. I.

Of the general State of Affairs in France.

N the preceding part of thefe Memoirs we have
feen the French combating .fov their indepen-

dence with courage. But there was too much vio-

lence in their mode of acquiring liberty to afford

any hope that they mould enjoy either that or their

fubfequent fuccefTes with moderation. Having
been hitherto victorious, they had no doubt that

they were now invincible. They no longer
thought of maintaining the good-will of a people
who had received them with open arms. They
beheld nothing but conquefts before them ; and,
while they tyrannized over the minds of their

newly adopted brethren by turbulent clubs, they
B robbed



( 2 )

robbed them of their property and left them with-
out any fpecies of liberty either moral or phylical.

Every perfon of character and political expe-
rience had retired from the management of affairs,

to efcape the persecutions of an Ochlocracy that go-
verned under the fancHon of the dreadful fo-

ciety of Jacobins. "The King was in prifon,

The worthy of every defcription* were per-

fected under the names of Feuillans, Moderes,
and Intriguers. The conftitution was deftroved.

Paris was in the hands of the federates, invited

there by the Girondine party, but who, on their

arrival at Paris, had been gained by the Jacobins.

Thefe federates- now threatened to bring; to the

fcaffold Pethion, Briflbt, and all the leaders of the

Girondine party. But their threats were loudeft

againft General Dumourier, whom Marat, Rober-
fpierre, and the other heads of the Jacobins pointed

out as the inftrument and protector of that party,

then diftinguifhed by the name of the politicians*.

This was a prejudice againfl the general altogether

unfounded ; for he was unconnected with either

party, having no more efteem for one than the

other, but regarding them as equally adverfe to the

tranquillity of France, which he faw no means of

eftablifhing but by a revolution capable of deflroy-

ing the influence of both. To this end his army
was his only engine; and it will foon be feen how
little that was to be relied on.

France at the period of which we are now fpeak-

ing, ailumed an appearance of profperity that de-

ceived and elated the people ; and more efpecially,

the predominant party. But 'me had rendered

herfelf odious to foreign nations ; and was, in

* The word in the original is PcUtiques; At Paris, the Giron-

difts were called Les Poliiiques or Les Hommes d'Efat. Butiheie

epithets were ufed in difdain, becaufe the politics of Statefmen were

deemed to be unworthy of the fiinplicity o/ freemen.

4 " truth

,
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truth, divided and weakened within herfelf. On
the fide of Italy, the French empire was extended

among the Alps by the acqiiifition of Savoy ; and
was further aggrandized by the addition of the

county of Nice. Thefe territories had incorpo-

rated themfelves with the republic, but violence

alone was the author of the union.

Clubs, compofed of a few corrupt men, who could

exift only by a change in the government, were
eftablifhed in every city by the Jacobin foldiers

that were fcattered throughout the different armies.

Their violent refolutions at once acquired the vali-

dity of law. Queftions were not even put to the

vote. Every thing was carried by menaces and
force. And patriotic addrefles arrived at Paris

from the foot of the Alps, from the mountains of
the principality of Bafle, from Mayence, Liege, and
the cities of Belgium. The national convention be-

lieved, or affected to believe, that the bleffings of
our condition were afcertained by foreigners rang-

ing themfelves under our colours*

Geneva became a club inftead of a republic.

Claviere gave a loofe to old refentments that he
harboured againft his country ; and being appoint-

ed minifter of finances by the Girondine party, he
facrificed General Montefquiou, who, in difcharge of
his duty as general of the army in the neighbour-
hood of Geneva, had attempted to fave that city

and Switzerland from the baneful influence of the

Jacobins.

The principality of Porentruy, deceived by Go-
bet bifhop of Paris and by his nephew Ringler, two
defpicable adventurers, had alfo incorporated itfelf

with France and had adopted its dangerous reveries.

-

Cufline was mafter of Worms, Spire, and
Mayence ; but he had neglecled to enter Coblentz,
and had .evacuated Franckfort, after having ex-

B 2 cited'
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oted the delegation of the inhabitants againfl the

avarice and turbulence of a people in whofe hands
the torch of philofophy had lighted up the flames

of difcord.

Between Cuftine's army and that commanded
by Dumourier in the Netherlands, another had
been placed under the orders of General Bourncm-
ville. But this army had been nearly annihilated

in a difgraceful expedition undertaken by its gene-

ral againfl Treves, after he had loft the opportu-

nity of attacking that city with advantage. One
third of his army being thus deftroyed, the re-

mainder had retired for the purpofes of recruiting

into cantonments in Lorraine, The Pruflians and
Auftrians took poffeffion of the interval left open
by this retreat ; and their pofition^ connected with
Coblentz, Treves, and Luxumbourg, entirely cut

off the communication between Cuftine and Du-
mourier ; fo that there was no longer any concert

in the efforts of the two armies. And indeed Du-
mourier's plans had already been deranged by the

ftupid pride of Cuftine, by the ignorance of the

convention, and by the treachery of Paehe, Meu-
nier, and HafTenfratz, who having the direction of

the war department and refolving to ruin Dumou-
rier, had diforganized the armies and withheld

their means of fubfiftence. The Netherlands were
in the hands of the French army called the army of
Belgium, compofed of that of Dumouritf and the

army of the Ardennes commanded by General Va-

lence. The latter was not more than 15,000
ftrong. The two armies occupied Ai-K-la-chapelle

and the banks of the Meufe. Clubs agitated all

the cities of Belgium. The convention had fent

commiftioners to execute the odious decree of

the 15th of December, that fequeftered the pub-

lic property of Belgium ; and fo had fruftrated

the
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die hopes of uniting thofe rich provinces to the

French republic, although that union was the very

object of this oppreffive decree. But the conven-

tion were eager to feize on the wealth of Belgium

previous to any union. Such was the plan of the

financier Cambon ; and he boafied of the pro-

The immoral and ferocious difpofitions of the

fix commiffioners employed in this affair were well

calculated to ruin the fcheme. Danton was a man
of great energy of character ; but was without edu-

cation and equally deteftable in mind as he was
coarfe and difguilful in appearance. La Croix

was an adventurer, a debauchee, and a braggart

;

and was deflitute of all fenfe of honour. Camus,
the moll rugged, haughty aukward and pedantic

of the Janfeniils, Trielhard, little differing from
Camus. Merlin of Bouay, a well-meaning man ;

but fplenetic, and infected with extravagant and
theoretic notions. And Gomnn, a manlier of a

brutal and fordid fpirit *.

To thefe commiffioners were joined thirty-two

others named by the executive council, but re-

* Thefe portraits feem to be drawn with too much feverity. If

muchmay be faidagainft thefe deputies, it is alfo w ell known that

they have rendered many fervices to their country. We mould
have been unwilling to have publiflied tbefe and other perfonalities

that are to be found in General Dumourier's Memoirs, if we had had
any right to fupprefs them, and if we were not moreover perfuaded

that the important fafts, extt nfive views, and ufeful objects of the

work would amply compenfate for fome intemperate pafiages. Be-

sides, when we recollect the ingratitude and grofs calumnies thathave

p'irfued General Dumourler (who probably has difcovered more ta-

lent and conduct, than any other perfon in the revolution, and who
certainly, as a general, has gained the moft important victories and
acquired the greateft glory) we cannot wonder that in writing of his

bittereft enemies, he has indulged hunfelfin writing fatire inftead of

hiftory. Note by the Editor.

commended
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commended by the club of Jacobins at Paris. The
greater part of thefe afliftants were mifcreants who
came only to mafTacre and pillage throughout the

rich provinces of Belgium. They over-ran the

unfortunate country ; and while, by the terror of

fabres and fufees, they drove the inhabitants to

demand their being incorporated with the French
republic, thefe men plundered the churches and
palaces, emptied the coffers and fold the furniture

of all who fell under their difpleafure, and whom
they marked by the odious epithet of Ariitrocats ;

and whom often confifling of fathers of families

and old men, and women and children, they fent

as hoftages into the fortifieci towns of France.

The north and well of France began to unfold
the feeds of difcontent againft this bloody and
horrible anarchy. The revolters of La Vendee
were not however dangerous as yet ; and there

had been no difficulty in crufhing them utterly, if

any forefight had exifted in the National Convene
tion, or in the councils of the executive power.
But what is to be expected from a government in

which while the wife hefitated, mad men ftep in

and decide.

Two factions equally atrocious, the Mountain,
and the Girondine party, divided the Convention.
The former, made up of the moft furious Jacobins,

neither palliated their wicked principles nor their

crimes. They fpoke of nothing but blood and death.

And, being without capacity to govern, having
neither knowledge nor digefted plan, they would
fuffer no dominion whatever. Not even the prin-

cipal men of the faction could boaft of ruling it ;

and the liberty of the faction confifted in anarchy.

The other faction, compofed of metaphyficians

and intriguing ftatefmen, had long abufed the

fuperiority acquired by their talents, and their

more
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more cultivated education. They had treated the

jacobins with difdain. The executive council was

their inftrument. And they imagined they fecurely

held the reins of Government. But the Conven-

tion had been difgufted by their infolence and pride

;

and it was known, that this faclion were the ene-

mies of royalty, only becaufe they afpired to fill

its place. Hence the independent part of the

affembly, thofe men who execrated the atrocities

of the jacobins, flood yet more in fear of the

ambition oFCondorcet, Briffot, Pethion, Genfonne,

Guadet, Vergniaux, &c. And thus all other

parties became united to humble the prefumptuous

Girondifls.

The meafure of bringing the unhappy king to

trial, resulted from the hatred of the two factions.

It ferved them mutually for food ; but the Giron-

difls have too late difcovered how fatal it has been

to them. Louis, the victim of their ambition and of

their cowardice dragged them down in his fall,

and left the field open to the triumph of the Ja-

cobins. <

The factions that fplit the affembly, divided the

departments alfo ; each efpoufing the paflions of

their deputies. Bourdeaux, Marfeilles, and Lyons,
hated the Mountain ; and were the firft to begin

an oppofition, that has fince degenerated into a

civil war.

The Pyrenees and the inclemency of the feafons,

full fecured the frontier provinces of Spain ; and
that kingdom, at its leifure, collected the forces

that were afterwards directed againft Rouffillon

;

while the Convention, occupied entirely by their

own quarrels, and by the ftate of Paris, provided
none of the means of repelling the attack.

Paris the moft miferable and moil guilty city

that has exifted, thought herfelf the rival of Rome,
becaufe in the fpace of a few months, fhe had

become
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become the fcene of crimes, maffacres, and cata-

ftrophes, that were the accumulation of ages in

the capital of the Roman empire. Forty theatres,

always crouded, amufed her trifling, cowardly,
and cruel inhabitants ; while a fmall band of
villains, no lefs ridiculous in their pretenfions,

than barbarous in their deeds, fupported by two
or three thoufand dependants, the outcafts of the
provinces, and many of whom, indeed, were
not Frenchmen, deflroyed the memory of the
maffacres and horrors of each evening by thofe of
the fucceeding morning. The frightful cavern of
the Jacobins vomited forth every ill, and fpread

terror thro' every houfe. All men of property
trembled, and citizens, who, in peaceful times

would have been mild and virtuous, hardened
their hearts againft pity, and were ready to ap-

plaud guilt, left they mould become its victims.

All who had the remains of virtue or of fhame were
fled or were driven from the adminiftration of the

department, of the municipality, and of the fec~Hons.

An infallible fign always precedes the fall of nations.

Then good men hide themfelves ; and the wicked
and violent alone remain in the conduct of affairs.

And in this crifis, it is not even in the power of

fupernatural aid to fave the people from the effects

of public phrenzy.

Such was the terrible fltuation of France in the

beginning of the year 1793. Such is the gulph

to which democracy leads, when the populace

takes the place of the nation, and tyrannifes over

it by the Oligarchy of a few depraved wretches

fele&ed from the refufe of the people. At Rome
a feaate, during many ages, controlled popular

vehemence ; and directed it, not toward happi-

nefs, but to the aggrandifement of the nation
;

for
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for Rome turned her arms abroad, that fhe might
not deftroy her own offspring. France has no
fuch counterpoife as that of the fenate of Rome ;

and the want of virtue in the governing party can
bring nothing but difgrace and misfortune on her
head.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II,

Of the Jiate of the Armies.

LTHOUGH the political condition of
France had even poffeffed more folidity,

and had been regulated by a prudent affembly,

although France had gained the hearts of the

nations to which her arms had opened her the way
inftead of having difgufted them by a tyranny
more offenfive than that of formal defpotifm, it

had been impofiible that this new Republic fhould
fupport herfelf againft the interefts of the whole of
Europe, unlefs fhe had eftabliihed a military fyftem

capable of making head againft a univerfal attack

upon her territory by fea and land. The National
Convention, never miftrufting themfelves on any
iabjecl, becaufe they .were ignorant of the political

combinations of things, iiTued a decree on the 19th
of November, 1792, againft every defpot in the

imiverfe, and invited the people every where, to

throw off their yoke ;
promifing them protection

and fraternity on condition of their adopting the

French Syftem. But they ought to have humbled
the empire, Pruffia, Spain, and Ruffia, before they
made fo proud a declaration. A juft affembly, an
affembly regarding the rights of man united in

ibciety, (for man in a favage ftate has no rights,

andaftate of nature confounds all rights) would
have perceived fuch a decree to have been unjuft.

The maxim of compelling men to come in is not more,

philosophical in a focial view, than it is in theology.

The Jacobin preacher is not lels unjuft, than the

preacher of the church of Rome ; and it is un-
becoming of liberty to be propagated, like the

alcoran, by the fword.
But in taking the violent ftep of the 19th of

November, it will at leaft be fuppofed, that the

Convention,
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Convention, defiring to range all men on the fide

of liberty, had taken due precautions that the

decree fhould be fomething more than a vain and
dangerous boaft, and confequently that they had
placed their military eftablifhment on the ftrongeft

footing. General Dumourier, on becoming mini-

fter of the war department (which fituation he

held but three days, being appointed on the 13th

and quitting it on the 16th of June, 1792) read

a bold memorial to the National Affembly, prov-

ing clearly, that they thought not of the army,

and that far frcm placing it in a ltate to fupport.

the war, they were trifling with the public liberty

and fafety. This memorial was forgotten. The
campaign was begun. The General's fuccefs which
ought to have gained him the confidence of his

fellow citizens, if no further yet as far as refpected

the military department, fjrved merely to throw
fufpicion on every advice he could give them.

They not only altered his plan of the campaign,

but they were defirous of retarding his too rapid

progrefs. The Girondine party frankly told him,

they fhould be extremely forry to fee him force the

enemy too promptly to demand peace, fince they

feared the confequence of the return of the army
before they mould have finifhed the conftitution.

The Jacobins, who fuppofed the General to be

connected with the Girondine party, accufed him
of ambition. Their contemptible journals, efpe-

cially that of Marat, affected to make him, at one
time dictator, at another Duke of Brabant, and at

another, head of the Orleans faction, and under
this laft fiction, defcribed him as intending to place

the eldeft fon of the infamous and odious Philip, on
the throne. Nothing could be more contradictory

than thefe calumnies \ for if Dumourier defived to

be
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he dictator, he furely was not the agent of the houfe

of Orleans ; if his aim was to be Duke of Brabant,

he had then an intereft foreign to the party in-

trigues of his country. But the abfurdeft accufa-

tions were fufficient in France to tarnifh innocence.

It has however feen that calumny was too feeble to

Hop the progrefs of a victorious general ; and
machinations of a more affective nature were em-
ployed, and which ended in the deftru&ion of the

military refources.

Servan, having difcovered the difficulties of the

war department, feigned ficknefs ; and while he
declared the infufficiency of his ftrength for the

fatigues of his fituation, he appointed himfelf gene-
ral of the army of the Pyrenees. Servan was
lieutenant colonel in the preceding month of May,
His health, unequal to the duties of the cabinet,

was robuft enough to fu^port the fatigues of the
field, Yet the Revolution, it feems, was under-
taken to reform the improper diftribution and
abufe of employments

!

Roland, minifter of the interior department,
was the moil intriguing and leaft capable of the
Girondine part. He had a friend, named Pache

;

a man of talent and great zeal, who, had formerly

been fecretary to the Marefchal de Caftries

and had educated his fon. Roland imagined he

could make himfelf matter of the war department,

in procuring it for Pache. We mail afterward fee

how far the refult was favourable to the defigns of
Roland.

Pache, now become minifter of war, chofe the

following men, or was obliged to appoint them, to

fill the principal departments of his office, Meufnier-

an academician and a man of fenfe but of as de-

praved a mind as could be found in France

;

another a:ademician, named Vandermonde j a Ja-

cobin
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cobin who had rendered himfelf ridiculous by the

affected vulgarity of his manners, and dangerous by
his intrigues, and who had affumed the name of

Haffenfratz to conceal the name of le Lievre, under
which he would have been recognized to his dis-

grace ; and Audouin who was Vicar of St. Euftache

and fomin-law of Pache.

Thefe new minifters threw every thing into

confufion in the different departments of the war
office, during the moft important and hazardous

campaign. The few perfons of experience that

remained were difcharged and their fituations filled,

not merely by Jacobins, but by fuch of them as

had diftinguifhed themfelves in the maffacres of the

firft fix days of September. The adminiflrations

eftablifhed for the fupply of arms, cloathing, pro-

vifions, and for regulating the hofpitals, were
abolifhed. The old and experienced commifTaries

and contractors were either difmifTed, or calumni-

ated, or dragged to the bar of juftice, or throwii

into prifon, and rendered infamous without being
heard. As thefe imprudent and unjuii meafures
equally affected all the armies, although particularly

aimed at that of Dumourier, the complaints of the
generals were univerfal. Commiflioners from the

Convention were fent to examine into the truth
of the complaints. Their reports were alarming.

But the committee of military affairs, who in no
eafe could have any other effect than to embarrafs
the meafures of the war department however wifely
concerted, was now made the inflriiment of jus-

tifying the falfe ftatements of Pache in direct op-
pofition to thofe of the generals and commiflioners.
The Convention palled to the order of the day

;

and Pache efcaped with having been fimpiy ordered
to the bar, and with the reproaches which the
generals continued to lay upon hisa.

The
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The commiffioners Camus, GofTuin, Danton, and
la Croix, were themfelves witneffes in the month
of December, of the diftreffed condition of the

army in the camp of Liege ; and rendered an ac-

count of it in their reports to the Conventions,

but without applying any effective remedy to the

evil. The army was compofed of forty-eight bat-

talions ; the completeft of which were from three

hundred and fifty, to four hundred men, and many
of them were not more than two hundred : the

whole amounting to between fourteen and fifteen

thoufand foot. The cavalry were about three

thbufand two hundred. Moft of the foldiers were
without flioes, and encamped in the mud, their

feet being protected by nothing but hay twifted

together. The reft of their clothing correfponded

with this deplorable appearance. Clothes had been

diftributed to fome, but thofe, to the number of

fifteen hundred, deferted and returned to their re-

fpective homes. The fick filled the hofpitals, where
they were in want of every thing. To fuch a ftate

was the victorious army of jemappe reduced after

the conqueft of Belgia.

This army had been obliged to flop (hort on the

banks of the Meufe for want of provifions ; and,

if its diftrefs had been known to general Clairfait,

he might have engaged it with great advantage,

for the carriages of the artillery were almoft en-

tirely deftroyed, and in the preceding month of

December fix thoufand artillery horfes had died at

Tongres and at Liege for want of forage. The
foot had but ten thoufand fufees in a condition for

fervice. The cavalry were in want of boots, fad-

dies, cloaks, carbines, piftols, and fibres. The
army was without money ; and often the flaff of-

ficers raifed contributions air.onsc themfelves to

make
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make out the foldier's fubfiftence^-money for the

day.

General Dumourier could have fupplied all thefe

wants in Brabant, Liege, andHolland; andhadeven
entered into the neceffary contracts and made re-

ports refpecling them ; but every plan was rejected

and all his arrangements deflroyed. The com-
miffary Ronfin, of whom we have fpoken in the

preceding volume, had orders to condemn, em-
barrafs and retard every meafure. His hoftility

was open ; he paid no regard to the opinion of

the general : for he was certain of the fupport of

the military committee, of the financier Cambon,
of Pache and his dependants, together with the

fecret protection of the commiflioners of the Con-
vention, who appeared to blame thefe diforders,

but fuffered them to remain without a check, and
in the account they rendered in the month of Janu-
ary excufed Roniin although they acknowledged
him to be unfit for his fituation.

Manufactures were eflablifhed at Paris for every
thing wanted in the armies. Cloth was conveyed
from Liege to paris to make clothing for the

troops. Leather was bought at Liege, at Dinans,
and ail along the banks of the Meufe, to make fhoes

at Paris, which were fent to the army at nine
livres each pair, altho' at Liege fhoes coft no more
than four livres, or four livres ten fous per pair.

Cloaks that could be manufa&ured at Antwerp for

nineteen or twenty-one livres each, coft fifty livres

each at Paris ; and cloaks were fent from Paris to

the army. The corn of the Netherlands was fent

to Nantz, from Nantz to Paris, was srround in the

mills of Mont Martre, near Paris, and fent back to

the Netherlands.

The greateft evil that refulted from thefe dif-

orders, was their influence on the conducl of the

iqldiery.
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Soldiery. "We have already taken a review of the

character of thefe troops, and have feen how dif-

ficult it is was for General Dumourier to avail

himfelf of their courage, It may even be faid, that

he had accomplifhed what feemed to be impoffible

;

and that in beating the Pruffians and Auftrians, he
had obtained a victory more tedious and difficult

over his licentious Soldiers, having introduced dis-

cipline and love of order into an army, one fourth

part of which was compofed of troops of the line,

infected by the fpirit of the times, and the other

three parts of volunteers, each having an opinion

of his own, and each proud of his victories, and
rendered fufceptible of more mifchief than good,

by his notions of equality.

In the beginning of the campaign of 1792, the

battalions were in want of officers. The fUperior'

officers were ill chofen, and were without influence*

The foldiers themfelves, chofe their captains,

lieutenants^ and fubaltern officers, and hence thefe

officers were Subject: to the caprice of men, who
acknowledged no fuperior. A Single Jacobin was
Sufficient to ruin a battalion by his licentious dif-

courfes ; and it was only by culpable condefcen-

fions that an officer could preferve his rank, or

obtain promotion.

The city of Liege was the tomb of Frenchmen.

They died there of hunger and every fpecies of

diftrefs. And this city, where the army knew
nothing but wants, was more fatal to it than Ca-

pua, with its enjoyments, had been to the Cartha-

ginians.

The people of Liege had carriedthe Revolu-

tionary fpirit to an excefs, proportioned to the

excefs of their Sufferings when they were be-

trayed and Subdued by the Pruffians. They
3

had



C '7 )

had therefore withdrawn their confidence from the

leaders of the Revolution, who laboured to fecure

liberty on the foundations of wife principles.

Fabry and Cheftrel, who were very honeft men,
and wifhed only for the welfare of their country,

had entirely loft their influence. The populace of

Outremeufe, perhaps the moft dangerous in Eu-
rope after thofe of London and Paris, had made
themfelves mailers, not of the government for

there was none, but of the public force. Thofe
unhappy men thought only of vengeance, and
punifhment. They conducted the French foldiers

into the houfes of their particular enemies, whom
they treated as Ariftocrats ; that is to fay, they
pillaged and murdered them* This cruel inteftine

war, in which each French foldier took an active

part either for or againft his hoft, deftroyed the

little difcipline and good conduct which had hither-

to exifted in the French army in the midft of mi-
fery, want b and complicated diftreffes. But it was
impofilble to punifh, for it was impoflible to dis-

cover the guilty. The people of Leige call the

faultupon the French j and the French recriminated

upon the people of Leige. The General would
have eftablifhed the punifhment of death for fuch
crimes. It had even been demanded of him by
his army in a moment of enthufiafm. But the
Commiilioners, while they feemed to approve of
this feverity, fecretly and effectually oppofed it.

Since that time, we have feen that one of the

caufes of the execution of the unfortunate Cuftine,

was the having eftablifhed the punifhment of death
in his army.

Dumourier's army occupied cantonments from
Aix-la-Chapelle to Leige, in which cities were all

the officers who could not procure quarters with
their battalions. So that the foldiers were almoft
left without commanders. Want had carried

G marauding
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marauding to its utmoft pitch. The foldiers rob-

bed in bands from village to village; and the pea-

fants took their revenge in killing fuch as, at any
time, they found fingle.

General Dumourier, prevented by thefe circum-
ftances from pufliing on to Cologne, and forcing

Clairfait to repafs the Rhine, refolved at leaft to

fecure the Meufe. He therefore ordered the army
of the Ardennes, confuting of 15000 men, and
commanded by General Valence, to join him ;

and placed them on his right, in the countries of
Stavelo, Maimed y, Spa, Verviers, and Huy. A
body of 18000 men, under the command of Ge-
neral d'Harville, occupied the Meufe from Givet
toNamur; having his out-pofis at Ciney, Marche,
and Rochefort. The army under General Miranda
occupied the left from Tongres to Ruremonde.
It confifled of 18000 men. New battalions, lately

arrived from France, formed the garrifon of the

Netherlands. And this line along the Meufe
amounted from 65,000 to 70,000 men ; and would
have been fufficient to have feized upon the coun-
try between the Meufe and the Rhine 3

and to have
occupied the banks of that laft river from Burick
to Cologne, if it had been poilible, firft, to take

Maeftricht, which General Dumourier was not
permitted to do, although he had propofed it in

the beginning of December, and had it then in

his power ; fecondly, to place a garrifon in Juliers,

which was alfo forbidden him becaufe it was deemed
neceflary to keep terms with the Elector Palatine,

left he mould deliver the paffage of Manheim to

the Imperial army, -by which means they would
have cut off the army of Cuftine from Alface

;

and, laftly, if the army of Belgia had been pro-

vided with provifions, arms, cloathing and money,
fo that it might have marched in the month of

December,
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December, and have forced the Imperialifts to re-

pafs the Rhine.

General Dumourier was perfuaded of the im-

poflibility of his preferving his pofition on the

Meufe, while he ihould neither be in poffeffion o£

Guelders, Venloo, Maeftricht, nor Juliers. He
wrote to the Convention and the Minifter of the

War Department to that effect. The reafons of

his opinion will be found in his correfpondence

with Pache, printed in January 1793. It was to-

ward the clofe of the preceding November that

his quarrel commenced v/ith that Minifter, with
the Jacobins "who fupported him, and with the

Convention, who had not difcernment to forefee

the effects of his criminal conduct. In December
began the trial of the unfortunate Monarch, whofe
mild character conducted him to the fcaffolcL

From that inftant, the general forefaw the crimes

and misfortunes that have fince fprung from the

chaos in France. He attempted to found the dif-

politions of his army refpecting the King, but his

Staff-officers whom he employed in the talk effected

nothing, and thenceforward the general was pro-

fcribed. Not one foldier, not one officer would
conlider the cafe of the king. Every one difco-

vered the fame apathy ; and this cold dhpofition

in the army on that point, haftened the General's

defi^n of viflting Paris.

CHAP,
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CHAP. III.

General Dumourier departs from Leige for Paris,

GENERAL Dumourier was thus a prey to va-

rious chagrins in the palace of the Prince

Bifhop of Leige ; and, if it can be a confolation

to that Prelate, he may read with pleafure that

after the moft fplendid victories, this general was
more unfortunate than himfelf. He had been har-

raffed by the calumnies of the Jacobins from the

moment that he had faved France by driving a

formidable foe out of her territory. The con-

queft of Belgium hact encreafed the column of his

enemies, to exprefs himfelf in the words he ufed to

the National Convention after the battle of Jemappe.
He aim oft reproached himfelf with having loft the

opportunity of quitting the command that was
offered him on his return from Champagne, by
the ingratitude of his fellow citizens. He had
caufed the war to be declared, in his former fitua-

tion as minifter of foreign affairs ; he had after-

ward conducted it with glory as a general ; he had
nothing wherewith to reproach himfelf on thefe

accounts ; but he faw the fucceffes of the war
mouldering away, and he could not but be pene-

trated with grief, fmce the important fhare he had
taken in the public concerns during nine months,
had identified his fate with that of his country.

All
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All his letters and memorials were either re-

jected or mifinterpreted ; and his counfels flighted.

Cambon declared, nothing could be more dan-

gerous to a Republic than a victorious general.

It was laid down as an axiom in the tribune of

the National Convention, that ingratitude was a

necefiary virtue in Republicans. The Convention
with-held the recompences due to the heroes of

Champagne and Belgium, becaufe the General

had demanded them. By a decree, they autho-

rized the minifter of war to annul the nomina-
tion of officers made by the Generals. The corps

were left deftitute of officers. New and igno-

rant men came from France, to gather the fruits

of the army's toils. The General complained of

thefe things to the National Convention ; and de-

clared, if they would not do him right refpect-

ing them, both as to the wants of his army and
the other evils which were the caufe of its deftruc-

tion and difcrganization, he mould be compelled

to give in his refignation.

He demanded as an indifpenfible ftep, the re-

vocation of the impolitic and unjuft decree of the

15th of December, that had driven the Belgians

to defpair. Notwithftanding the remonftrances

of the General, it had been refolved in the Con-
vention that the decree fhould take place on the

firft of January. Cambon had obtained this de-

cifion j the four Commiffioners Camus, Goffuin,

Danton, and La Croix, fnpported him ; and the

two latter boafted that they had done fo, to

avenge themfelves for an infult they had received

at Ath, where they had been refufed a lodging.

The General's honour was concerned in pre-

venting the execution of the tyrannical decree,

becaufe when he entered the Netherlands on
the third of November he had publifhed, with

the
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the fanction of the National Convention, a pro-

clamation declaring to the Belgians, that the

French entered their country as friends and
brethren; that they came to give them en-

tire liberty; and that the people mould be

left to chufe their own constitution and mode
of government, without interference from the

French. The decree not only deftroyed the

force of this proclamation, but alfo robbed
the unhappy Belgians of all remains of liberty.

The Commiffioners fequeftered the public pro-

perty and that of the clergy ; and this nation

no longer pofTeffed any public revenue, nor the

authorities neceffary to preferve even the form
of government.
Cambon expected to find money for the expences

of the war, in this plunder of a country that was
the friend of France, and that had not been con-

quered, but had voluntarily affociated itfelf with

the Republic. This criminal and fordid conduct

produced no benefit to France; on the contrary, it

deprived her of 40,000 men, that the Belgians

were willing to furnifh, and fifty millions of livres

that they would have poured into the French trea-

fury, to contribute to the defence of their liberty;

and it was followed by the lofs of thofe fine Pro-

vinces, and excited a deteftation of the National

Convention and their Commiffioners, tjiat will

be eternal.

By an article of the decree the generals were

charged with its execution, and were required to

place the feals on the public property. General.

Dumourier rejected this diffionourable employ-

ment; and the commiffioners gave the charge to

Roniin, who employed as his inilruments, foldiers

2nd clerks of office, all Jacobins, who ftole half

the
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the wealth they were ordered to fecure in the

name of the nation.

The general, being unable to prevent thefe bafe

actions, i efolved, at leaft, to mark his xtifapproba-

tion of them as much as he could, to the Belgians,

by being abfent, if that were poffible, while they

fhould be tranfacling. On thefe, and all the

other fubjects of his vexation, he explained his

views fo clezrly to the commiffioners, and Ge-
neral Valence iupported his reafonings with fuch

force, that, in a conference held at Liege between
the conunjljftbriers, the generals, and the admini-

strators thai were entrufted with providing fub-

fiftence forthe army, it being clearly fhewn to

thefe adminiftrators that they could not furnifh

him provilions even to remain at Liege, much lefs

to march forward, it was decided that Camus, the

Prelident of the commiffion, fhcuid return to Pa-

ris, attended by General Thouvenot, the firft to

make a fui table report to the National Conven-
tion, and the fecond to lay before the military

committee an account of the wants of the army,
and to obtain the necefiary arrangements, and alio

folid and ample contracts for eftablifhing maga-
zines on the Meufe, and more than all the reft,

to obtain a revocation of the decree of the 1 5th
of December, which added the whole Belgic na-

tion to the number of our enemies. General
Thouvenot took with him alfo written obferva-
tions of generals on the plan of the campaign,
as laid down by the minifter of war, and was
to bring back with him a decifion on that
point. The journey, however, was altogether
unfuccefsful, notwithstanding the talents of Ge-
neral Thouvenot, becaufe Camus, opinionated,
deceitful and vulgar, could not be contented

without
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without engroffing all the honour of the embaffy,
afiumed the fole right of fpeaking, fupported the
decree, and yielded to the will of others refped-
ing the article of the committee of contrads.
Thus, inftead of removing the evils complained
of, he only encreafed the difficulty of the ge-
neral's fituation.

Meanwhile General Dumourier fhut himfelf
up in the palace of Liege, and was employed in
folliciting leave to return to Paris, and in re-

fleeting on his mifery. He continued to de-
clare in his letters and insmbriais jn^jufc it was
impoffible for him any longer to hqM the com-
mand if the Convention did not abolifh the

committee of contracts, which was no better

than a den of knaves, and had cancelled his bar-

gains of every kind with the Belgians; and if

they did not change the minifter for the war
department, who had nearly ruined the armies,

and if they mould continue to treat as con-
quered countries the provinces that fhould be
allied to France.

Such were the oftenfible motives on which
the general demanded J

leave to go to Paris.

He had another,, however, much more elfen-

tial; but which he concealed with the utmoft
care. It was to endeavour to fave the un-
fortunate Louis the 16th, by reprefenting to

the governing party the danger to which the

nation was exnofed without; and the necefiity of
forming a fohd plan for the campaign, which it

would be neceffary to commence at a very
early period. He hoped the weight of this

conlideration, aided by other motives, he meant
to urge on the different factions in the Con-

vention,



( 2 5 )

vention, would procure a fufpenfion of the abo-

minable trial.

General Dumourier was in this embarraffed

fituation at Liege, and his mind agitated in the

manner we have feen, at the very moment
when the Jacobins were contriving to bring
him to trial; and when they pretended that he
pafled his time furrounded by courtezans and
actrefies. The miniltry indeed had fent him a
detachment from the opera; but thefe returned
to Paris after a ftay of no more than twenty-*

four hours, This expedition, and that of a
troop of comedians from the theatre of Mom-
tanfier, coft the nation more than an 100,000
livres, the government pretending to incul-

cate French revolutionary principles to the
Belgians, by exhibiting democratic pieces oil

their theatres. The general difdained to be
the protector of fuch follies. All that he faw of
thefe deputies from the opera was at his table,

having invited them to dinner. And certainly

they conducted themfelyes with much decency
and good fenfe; and difcovered much more faga-

city than the minifters that had fent them.
The general found it extremely difficult to

obtain his leave of abfence. Pache and the Ja*
cobins feared his prefence at Paris. And, hav-
ing in vain urged the ftate of his health an4
his need of repofe, he was at length compelled
to engage the commiflioners to demand the leave
of abfence directly in their own name, and to
declare folemnly his determination to refign in
cafe of refufal.

In the midft of the vices that infected the
army, there remained a .Ifcntiment of juftice

among the foldiers which paired their attach-

ment to a general with whom they had always

been
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been victorious, and to whom they could no
way attribute their prefent diftrefs. The com-
miilioners therefore declared in their letters that

the army would certainly difoand themfelves

ihould the general relign. The leave of ab-

sence arrived; and the General prepared in-

ftantly to depart, although La Croix propofed
to make a tour with him to Aix-la-Chapelle,

in the hope of detaining him ftill longer in

that country. But Dumourier had fecretly

determined never more to refume the com-
mand; and was not willing, by vifiting the

quarters, to make a tacit engagement with the

foldiers for his return.

He arrived at BrufTels; the command of

which he had given to General Moreton. This

man, who died in good time at Douay, had
played a very curious part at Paris in the re-

volution. He was an Ariftocrat, taking that

word in its moft odious acceptation. He had
been coionel of the regiment of La Fere, and
had been broken under the old government
for the vileft acts of military defpotifm. Re-^

fentment threw him into the hands of the Re-
publican party; and his influence in the coun-

cils of the Palais Royal had made him one of

the chief actors in the revolution. Become fe-

eretary of the Jacobins he plotted to procure

a reviilon of his former fentence; but the

fentence remained in its original ftate. He was
afterward appointed colonel in the army of

the north, and as he was well acquainted with

all the parts of the difcipline of the infantry,

and had confiderable ability, General Dumou-
rier appointed him

v
chief of the ftaff to the

army of the North, when Dumourier took upon

him the command in Champaigne, Moreton,
who
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who could not penetrate the veil that covered

that affair, although perfectly brave, mifcon-

ducled himfelf at the breaking up of the camp
of Maulde; and was in danger or being maffa-

cred by the people of Valenciennes. General
Dumourier's return to the army of the north,

then become the army of Belgium, replaced

Moreton at the head of his ftaff. But as Thou-
venot pofTefTed qualities for the iituation which
Moreton wanted, Dumourier made the latter

lieutenant-general by feniority (for fix months
was fuhicient to advance men to the higheft

rank by feniority in this revolutionary army)
and gave him the command at Bruffels and in

Brabant, in order to make General Thouvenot
head of the ftaff. Moreton then threw off all

reftraint toward General Dumourier; and en-

tirely gained by the Jacobins, to whom he
already owed many obligations, lie oppofed
the fentiments and judgment of his General in

every poflible way. He adopted the decree of
the 15th of December; and became hateful

to the people of Brabant. General Dumou-
rier found him furrounded by the Jacobin
populace. He had raifed a corps that affumed
the name of the Sans Culottes. Thefe came
to make an harangue to the general; and ufed
the phrafes thou and citizen. Dumourier was
offended with this groffnefs; and plainly told
them that, being chiefly French foldiers, they
ought not to addrefs him in fuch familiar

phrafes, becaufe fuch expreffed an equality in-

confiftent with the difcipline of an army; that

they ought to call him General or Citizen-ge-

neral, but never citizen, without fuch like ad-
dition. He ordered their ftatutes to be brought
to him, and told then>, that on his return

from
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from Paris, he would decide reflecting them:
tor this mob demanded pay ; and were really

paid, though unknown to the General, with
the confent of the commiflloners, as a recom-
penfe. for their fervices, or rather for the atro-

cious vexations they had committed.
General Dumcurier had, before this, fent a

proclamation from Liege, to engage the Bel-

gians fpeedily to hold their primary afiemblies,

and forthwith to chufe a constituent afiemblyj.

becaufe, in the decree of the 15th of Decem-
ber it was faid, that the fequeflration of the

public property fhonld ceafe when the people

of Belgia fiiould have chofen their reprefenta-

tives. The commiffioners faw clearly enough
that the appointment of an affembly would re-

store the Belgians to their liberty, and would
deprive the commiflioners of the administration

of the public revenue, and especially of the

plundering of the churches. They therefore

delayed the publishing of the general's procla-

mation; and afterward oppofed its execution,

and prevented the holding of the primary af-

iemblies at Aloft, the place Dumourier had ap-

pointed, with a view to counteract; the influ-

ence of the populace of Bruflels. The General

had been warned by the example of Louis the

XVI. who might have avoided the influence of

Paris, by affembling the ftates-general at Tours*

Orleans, Blois, or Bourges. But feeing, now,
that the only means of thatching Belgium" from

the tyranny of the French convention had failed,

he continued his journey without delay to

Paris,

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

General Dumourier's abode at Paris*

GENERAL Dilmourier arrived in Paris on
the firft of January. Having reflected thafc>

on his viiit to that place after the expulfion of
the Prufiians from Champagne, Marat and the

other Jacobin journalifts had reproached him
with fhewing himfelf at the theatre, and with
feeking popularity, he refolved to avoid all

places of public refort, to live as privately as

pofiible, and to fee only his particular friends

or fuch perfons as might be ufeful to him in the

objects of his journey.

He was five days without leaving his apart*

ments, during which he compofed four memo-
rials : the firft, on the necefiity of recalling the

decree of the 15th of December, which had
been confirmed and even aggravated by two
decrees paffed on the 28th and 31ft of the fame
month ; the fecond, refpecting the ill effects of
the committee of contracts, and the necef&ty of
replacing on the old footing the fupplying o£
the army with provifions, forage, horfes, cloth-

ing, &c. by the appointment of intelligent con-
tractors ; and the third, and fourth, on military

affairs and the plans of the enfuing campaign.
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He concluded each of thefe memorials by a new
declaration of his refolution to refien if the Na-
tional Convention mould neglect any of thefe

objects. He accompanied them by a letter to the

prefident, requeuing him to engage the Con-
vention to form a new committee for the purpofe

of treating with the Generals, both as to the

wants of the armies and future military opera-

tions. On the 7th of January, he fent the me-
morials and his letter to the prefident, whofe
name was Treilhard, who had formerly been an
advocate, and who fhortly after this was joined

with Merlin of Douay, another advocate, to the

four former commiflioners of Belgia. ^fhc pre-

fident, neglecting to communicate the. papers to

the Convention, General Dumourier wrote him
another letter, very fhort and peremptory.

Qn the nth of January, a fummary account

of the affair was given to the Convention. The
letter was read. The memorials were fupprefied

there, and fent to a committee of twenty-one

-members recently eflablifhed under the name
of the committee of general fafety. The moft

popular members of all the other committees

had been felected for this committee. They
opened their fittings on the 13th, and the Ge-
neral was invited to affift. The memorials were

read. Ignorant and frivolous difputes fucceeded.

All fpoke together. And, after fitting three

hours, they broke up without making the lealt

progrefs. A further memorial, more detailed on
certain points, was demanded ,of the General.

As to the plan of the campaign, the members
unanimoufly agreed utterly to decline the con-

fideration of it, alledging that it belonged pro-

perly to the executive council. The General

attended a fecond fitting of the committee, held

on
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on the evening of the 1 5th, with a memorial

containing a minute ftatement of the required

information. There were not more than half

of the members prefent. They dropped in one

after another ; and, running flightly thro* the

memorial, which was very long and intricate,

no more was faid of the matter.

General Valence arriving previous to this fit-

ting, he was admitted, and read a memorial
refpecling the recruiting and new modelling of

the army. He propofed that the infantry mould
be divided into brigades, by incorporating two
battalions of the National guards with each bat-

talion of the line. This project, adopted by the

Convention in the midft of the enfuing cam-
paign, completed the ruin of the French army,
by rendering it a body of mere volunteers with-

out reftraint or difcipline. The attention of the

committee, whofe trifling and inquifitive difpo-

fition was equalled only by their ignorance and
indifference to the public welfare, was caught

by this novelty, although it ought never to have
been difcufled but in a time of peace, or at ieafl

not till the conclufion of the campaign ; and the

committee entirely threw aiide the important

objects contained in the General's memoirs.
General Biron, having quitted the army of

Alface to take upon him the command of that

in the country of Nice, aflifted alfo at the third

fitting ; and read a very prefiing memorial re-

fpecting the new contractors and the committee
of contracts. The minifter of war being ordered

to attend, and not being able to anfwer to the

accufations of the three Generals, was very
grofsly treated by the committee, charmed with
finding an opportunity of humbling a minifter.

They had however a juft occaiion in the prefent

inftance, for the minifter had no other defence to

offer
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offer than the prefenting of ftatements taxed with
being falfe. And the whole affair was referred

to the military committee, the leaft refpeelable of
all the committees of the Convention.

General Dumourier afterward attended a fourth
fitting. There were but five members prefent.

They difcuffed nothing. And, when they fepar-^

ated, they told him they would fend for him
when they fhould have occafion to confult him
again. Immediately the General retired to a

fmall country houfe at Clichy, from whence he
came every day to Paris in the profecution of his

greatefl object, that of faving the king. He was
never again called to attend the committee of

general fafety. All the important affairs of France

were fufpended during that moment for the pur-

suit of a meafure that involved the ruin of the

nation. The Convention were occupied by no-

thing but the trial of the king ; which was pro-

fecuted with the greateft bitternefs and mod in-

decent barbarity*

It was from the fate of his memorials that Ge-
neral Dumourier expected the falvatiorj or the

ruin of his country. Had they been adopted, he
defigned to have prefented himfelf to the Con-
vention, to have appeared in public, and openly

to have canvaffed for the unfortunate monarch,
He might then have promifed himfelf an impor-

tant influence. He would have been furrounded
by a number of officers and foldiers of his army
who were on leave of abfence at Paris. And,
by adding other means to thefe, he would have
commanded a party fufficiently ftrong to coun-

teract the Jacobins, and their fupport, the fede-

rates. This refource was loft ; and, far from
being able to fave the king, General Dumourier,
deftiture of power and influence, and confidered

as a man dangerous to the republic, becaufe he
difapproved
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difapproved of the crimes that were committing,

feared only to injure Louis XVI. to precipitate

the horrible cataftrophe, which thenceforward ap-

peared inevitable, and which has coft the Gene-
ral nothing but anguifh.

A contemptible man, a man without know-
ledge and capacity, General La Bourdonnaye,
the perfonal enemy of General Dumourier, in

revenge for having loft the command of the

army of the north in the preceding year, in

confequence of complaints made againft him by
General Dumourier, publifhed throughout Paris

that the General had no other object in com-
ing there than to fave the mo/i honeft man in

the kingdom. It was an appellation that indeed
General Dumourier had very juftly given to

the king in a letter written in 1791; and which
had been printed, with the other papers found
in the iron cheft, that Roland had lately deli-

vered up to the Convention.

The fame report was fpread by the Jacobins,

efpecially by Marat and his too active faction.

It was laid that the General held confultations

with Roland and the Girondifts every evening.

And thefe laft, offended that he was as un-
willing to vifit them in private, as the Jaco-

bins Ipread the rumour that he fecretly faw
Philip Egalite: that man unworthy of bearing

the name of Duke of Orleans,

Dumourier went each day to the council;

and returned in the evening to Clichy. But
he never dined with any of the Minifters, ex-

cepting Le Brun and Garat. He avowedly
fhunned the houfes of Monge, minifter of the

marine; Roland, minifter of the home-depart-
ment; Claviere, minifter of the finances; and
above all, that, of Pache, minifter of the war
department.

D The
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The war-office was become the filthieft place

imaginable, where 400 clerks, and numbers of
women, affected to carry flovenlinefs of drefs

and coarfenefs of manners into a fyftem: No-
thing was forwarded in the office, and nothing
but rapacity was to be feen on all hands. Se-

veral of the villains employed in this depart-

ment, having HafTenfratz and Meufnier at their

head., worked day and night to collect falfe de-

pofitions, and to forge papers, to fubftantiate

the accufation that HafTenfratz had made at the

Jacobin fociety againft the General, charging

him with having embezzled twelve hundred
thoufand Iivres in his contracts in Belgium. They
excited' the hatred of the federates againft the

General; and often, in paffing by groupes of

thefc, he has heard them propofe in a loud
voice to place his head on the top of a pike.

One day in particular, he thought himfelf hap-

py in efcaping through a narrow paflage from
a o-ans: of thofe federates in the ftreet of Mont-
martre, being warned againft them by a tradef-

man who knew him, he having formerly lived

two years in the fame ftreet. In the general

meetings of the fections and in the coffee-houfes,

men were paid to declaim againft him; and it

was more than once in contemplation to feize

upon his perfon.

The frightful Santerre, commander of the

National guards of Paris, profeffed a great at-

tachment to General Dumourier; and frequently

preffed him to dine with his brother-in-law.

His delign was, to entice him to dine with

Marat. The General always declined the invi-.

tation; but on the politeft pretences, obliged,

th order to efcape affaflination, to behave with

iceming refpect to this execrable man.
A circum-



f 3# }

A circumftance that happened at this time,

rendered the fituation of the General more cri-

tical, although he had no concern in it. Colo-

nel Wefterman had caned Marat on the Pont-

neuf, for having in his journal accufed the Co-
lonel of being the creature of General Dumou-
rier, and the principal inftrument of his robbe-

ries. Marat thirfted to avenge himfelf on the

General whom he fuppofed to be the caufe of

the infult. Dumourier every day received inti-

mations of Marat's defigns againft him, both
from particular friends and by anonymous letters.

And the General, for the firft time in his life,

adopted the precaution of carrying piftols in his

pocket.

Du Bois de Crance, the moft cowardly and
barbarous of the Jacobins, being one day at

table with the General, fhewed a difpofition to

offend him, imagining that the General would
be terrified by his great bulk and the ferocity

of his air. General Dumourier laid hold of him,
and impofed filence upon him very effectually.

Du Bois de Crance, in revenge, repeated every
day in the Convention that Dumourier defpifed its

members, painting it as an afiembly coniifting of

four hundred fools headed by three hundred
robbers. Thus a violent ftorm gathered round
the General; and his enemies waited only for

his refignation to arreft and try him. He had
long before been profcribed.

D 2 CHAP.



CHAP. V.

Trial of the King.

IT was in the fame temper that this horde of

cannibals puihed on the trial of the King with
the hlUerefl fury and moft horrible joy. The
trial is irj the hands of all the nations of Europe.
The proofs., documents, and pleadings are pub-
lished, and will remain the difhonour of the

French nation to all pofterity. Never was crime

committed with fuch cowardnefs, fuch cold

bloodednefs, and fuch deliberation of mind.
More than an hundred and fifty members of the

pretended tribunal, had printed and publifhed

their opinion even before they had been made
acquainted with the facts and papers, on which it

ought to have been founded. They ought there-

fore to have abftained from giving their vote, or

their vote ought to have been rejected ; but the

unfortunate Louis XVI. had none of the privi-

leges of an accufed man on his trial. It is aflo-

nifhing that the three hundred and ten members,
who had the courage to vote for preferving the

king's life in fpite of the daggers at their throats,

had not refolutely infilled that each of the judges

who had given his opinion publicly in writing,

ihould be incapacitated from voting. But thofe

friends of humanity will pardon this reflection in

an
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an hiftorian who, far from defigning to caft any
reproach upon them, wilhes to have the power of

railing a column to their names, as deferving of

remembrance, as were the names of the heroes of
Marathon. In the unworthieft aiTembly in the

world, were found three hundred and ten men
who a&ed with confcience and courage in the

midft of general depravity and cowardice, and to

whom the royal family of France has an eternal

obligation. Juft and humane citizens, receive the

homage of a foldier, who acknowledges more
courage in your conduct than he has fliewn, or

than he has feen, in all his battles where he com-
manded with fuch fuccefs and glory

!

This homage is pure and difinterefted. He
who pays it expects nothing from kings, and is

the friend of liberty j and, having ferved his

country honeftly, has renounced her, whether
fhe again be brought under the terrible yoke of
defpotifm, or, by the ignorance and falfe policy

of the combined powers, fhe fliall remain a re-

public under the iron fyftem of the Jacobins :

For he no longer has any hope of feeing France
governed by a conftitutional king, fubjecl: to the
law and the fupport of the law. Your virtue
fhall be more refpe&ed in after times, inafmuch
as it mail appear in the fame page with the con-
ducl: of the Girondifts, whofe intrigues, as far at

leaft as they are known to General Dumourier,
mail be delivered over, one by one, to hiftory
whofe province it is to punifh crimes.

It has often been demanded if it were the in-

tention of the Girondine party to fave the king.
The queftion is difficult to anfwer ; and it does not
feem that we can difcover the truth, but in diftin-

guiftiing two periods of very different characters
in the exiflence of this faction, and confequently

defigns
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defigns in its ambitions members, that varied with

the change of circumftances.

It is certain that this faction, after having long

fwayed the Convention and the miniftry, elated

by the excefs of their influence, openly afpired to

the eftablifhing of a Republic, as the means of

perpetuating their power. They had fubdued the

feuillans, the moderate party, and the royalifts*

They had enlifted moft of the daily journals on
their fide. The Paris Journal, the Chronicle, the

Monitor, the Patriot, the Thermometor, the

Journals of Gorfas and of Can a, in a word all

that were efteemed, and in great circulation, were
compofed, corrected, and edited by the members
of this faction. The beft orators of the Conven-
tion, Guadet, Vergniaux, La Source, BrhTot,

Genfonne, and Condorcet, gave reputation and
currency to the opinions of the faction. They
had-feized upon the direction of the principal

committees. Sieyes and Condorcet were at the

head of the committee of the conftitution.

Briffot and Genfonne, governed the diplomatic

committee, afTociated with that of general fafety.

The committee of finances was entirely at the

devotion of Cambon, whom the Girondine party

at that time believed to be their partizan. And
they ruled Paris during all the mayoralty of Pethion.

This faction may be called the Jefuits of the re-,

volution. They acted on the fame political fyflem

;

they pofTefled at firft the fame unlimittrd power

;

blinded, afterward, in a like manner, by pride,

they committed the fame faults, and underwent

the fame fate. During their reign they contemned

and infulted the royal family. Pethion, in the

fame carriage with the king and queen,' on their

return from Varennes, took every occafioh to de-

clare that he no longer de'figned to fu'pport the

monarchy. The unfortunate queen related the

fact
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fad to General Dumourier; and Pethion after-

wards acknowledged it, on his naming it to him.

But in the month of November 1792, cir-

cumftances were entirely changed. The popu-

larity of King Pethion, for fo he was called in

Paris, had funk under the afcendency of the Ja-

cobins, and the Marfeillois, whom the Jacobins

had gained by patriotic orgies. A weak but ho-

neft man, named Chambon, had fucceeded Pe-

thion in the mayoralty. He was defpifed, and
without power. The Jacobins tyrannized over

the fections; and the commune of F*aris afiumed

an authority, independent of the Convention
and frequently fuperior to it.

Barbaroux, deputy from Marfeilles, one of

the Girondine party, relying on his influence

in that city, undertook to bring a new body
of men from Marfeilles; and, mean while, the

party employed Roland, the minifter of the in-

terior, to invite the departments . to fend Fede-

rates to relieve Paris and the Convention from
the tyranny of the former body of Marfeillois.

Nothing could be more imprudent than this mea-
fure. It could not fail to produce a civil war,

unlefs the new Federates, fliould ftrengthen

them againft their antagonifts: gained like the

former by the Jacobins, which happened in the

fequel.

The intrigues of the Girondifts were unmafked
with great capacity, by Danton, La Croix, Ro-
berfpierre, and Marat. Impartial men in the

Convention, faw the dangerous ambition of the

Girondine faction. It was then that the party

ought to have adopted a decifive conducl: in

defending the innocence of the king, and op-
poling the fentence of death; and then, had
they fallen, they would, at leaft, have fallen with
honour. But it is moft probable that, on the con-

trary,
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trary, their efforts would have been fuccefsful,

that the departments would have joined them to

fave the king and the country, and that the Jaco-

bins would have been crufhed. But the Giron-
dine party poJTeffed not the courage their fitua-

tion demanded. They contented themfelves with
propofing an inadequate appeal to the people on
the fate of Louis XVI. And this was confidered

as holding, out another fignal of civil war.

The Girondifts were terrified, and yielded to

the torrent; but they did not fave themfelves by
their cowardice in voting with the Jacobins againft

the unfortunate monarch, who thus fell the victim

of the united villainy of implacable monfleis, and
ignorant intriguers. Pethion had the bafe cruelty,

in a moment, while pity yet hefitated to condemn
the king, to recall the remembrance of the vio-

lence that was afcribed to him on the unhappy
days of the 9th and 10th of Auguft. Having thus

incenfed his hearers by an unworthy charge, he
concluded by voting for death. The veiled opi-

nion of Condorcet, amounted to the fame fentence.

The conduct of this artful fchoolman, abounding
in fubtlety, and deftitute of feeling, has been

equally atrocious in every ftage of the Revolution.

Briflot, Guadet, Genfonne, and Vergniaux,

were even eager to vote contrary to their known
fentiments.

The accufation againft Louis XVI. contained no

article fufficiently weighty to fanction the judg-

ment. The cataftrophe of the 10th of Auguft,

was no crime to be imputed to the king. Carra

had the impudence to publifh in his journal, and

declare in the Convention, that the event of that

day had been prepared by a committee of five per-

fons, among whom were Pethion, Roberfpierre,

and he, Carra; that the committee met in a fmall

public houfe in the Fauxbourgh St. Antoine; that

the
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the fclieme of obliging the king to arm and op~

pofe the people, had failed twice, and had even
been on the point of failing on the ioth of Augufh
Hence it is clear, had this paper of Carra, been
produced on the trial, it had juftified the king, by-

proving the neceflity of his taking up arms in his

own defence. But neither juftice, nor policy, nor
good fenfe, were concerned in this daring trial.

Providence feems to have deftined the arrival

of this period, fo difgraceful to France, and fo

decifive of her fate. All things confpired againft

the unfortunate and innocent victim. Even the
Emigrants, in the zeal of a miftaken attachment,
adopted meafures that were fatal to him. Ber-
trand, ex-minifter of the marine, a refugee in Eng-
land, imagined he could fave the king by fending
to the Convention authentic papers, proving, that
the leaders of both parties had negotiated with
the king in fecret. Danton and La Croix, efpe-

cially, were fo directly implicated in the papers,

that their credit had been utterly ruined, if Dan-
ton, matter of the mountain, that is to fay the Ja-
cobin party, and La Croix, who influenced the
Plain, that is to fay the independent part of the
ahembly, had not United their efforts to bury the
memory of thofe papers with the ill-fated king.
The zeal of Bertrand, inftead of faving Louis

?

haflened his death. The murder was committed!!
On the guilty evening, all the theatres were full.

Unhappy Frenchmen! When you fhall read this

chapter, bathed with the tears of him who offer$

the picture of the greateft of your crimes to your
view, you fhall tremble for yourfelves, and you
fhall acknowledge the terrible vengeance that
awaits you to be too juft!

CHAR
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C H A P. VI.

Fruitless attempts of General Dumourier in behalf of

the King.

AMONG the abfurd and unjuft accufations of
the Emigrants againft General Dumourier,

that which has obtained moft credit with ignorant
and fuperficial men is, that he did not avail him-
felf of the afcendancy which his victories gave him
over his army, to lead it to Paris, and liberate the

king. But it is to be confidered, firft, that his

influence with his army was always very preca-

rious, and events afterward proved that it was not
to be relied on ; fecondly, that this army was more
than a hundred leagues from Paris, was in want
of every necefTary for a march, not being able

even to quit the country of Liege, without great

hazard of lofing its artillery for the want of
horfes; that this ftep would have abandoned that

country to the Auftrians, who alfo would have
followed him; and that it would have been a

degree of treachery to the honour and interefts

of the French nation, which would have coft the

General and all his principal officers their heads

before they could even have entered France;

thirdly, that this army had for fome time been in

an
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an abfolute incapacity of proceeding even to the

Rhine, which was only twenty leagues diftant,

and confequently could not accomplifh the longer

march to Paris.

General Dumourier, however, did entertain

the project of conducting, not the whole of his

army to Paris, but a chofen detachment of troops

of the line. But the example of Fayette, taught

him to regard this meafure as a perilous extremity;

and fome legal form and pretence was wanting to

give it colour, and to preferve him the confidence

of his foldiers in the execution of it. He had
declared, and written and repeated often to the

leaders of the Girondine party, and efpecially

to Barrere, who has fince occafioned fuch mifchief

by his verfatility, that, if the convention were
overawed, they had but to write four lines in the

form of a decree, and he would forthwith march
20,000 men to their afliftance. Whether it were
the effect of timidity, or a confidence in their own
means and intrigues, the members that were ftiil

confidered as the moft refpectable in the afiembly

were unwilling to employ this refource. Indeed
their views, fuch as they have fince been difco-

vered to be, would naturally prevent them from
placing much confidence in the General, whom
they knew to be perfectly attached to the conlH-

tution and to the re-eftablifhment of order.

Seeing no hope of fuch a decree as the General
had pointed out, and governed by the motives
that have been amply detailed in the foregoing

chapters, he departed fingly for Paris ; but he had
Tent before him, on leave of abfence, many of

the officers commanding corps, and other officers,

and foldiers, both of the line and national guards,

and among them fome Parifians, all of whom had
promifed him their fervices in behalf of the king.

It
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It is to be obferved alfo that at the time of his

departure, although the trial of Louis XVI. was
begun, it could not be forefeen, efpecially by
one at the diftance of an hundred leagues, that
the iffue would have been fo fpeedy and fatal.

The General well knew that the criminal fe-

rocity of the Jacobins would incite them to
prefs forward this hateful and bloody cataf-

trophe by every means within their reach

:

but he thought that the Girondifts, not for

Koneft reafons, but for political reafons and for

their own fafety, would fpin out this affair,

and fo give him time to take meafftres for the
refcue of the king. It was not till his arrival

at Paris that he knew the true ftate of things,

and faw how inadequate his refources were to

the magnitude of the talk.

General Dumourier had been on terms of
friendfhip with Genfanne, a deputy of the

department of Gironde, and had found an
opportunity of pardoning fome hoftile meafures
of that deputy toward him the preceding year,

when Dumourier quitted the miniftry. He had
difcovered in Genfonne great capacity and judg-
ment and a humane difpofition ; and he wil-

lingly renewed his connections with him. Ge-
neral Dumourier opened his mind to him rela-

tive to the king. He expreffed his horror at

the crime that was about to {tain the nation
;

lie made him fenfible that fuch a deteftable

triumph given to the Jacobins would end in

the ruin of all the honeft part of the nation,

and would render the anarchy that afflicted

France incurable ; that fuch of the nations of
Europe as had regarded with indifference and
perhaps with pleafure our interior ftruggles,

our war with AuPaia and Pruflia, and perhaps

were
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were not unwilling to fee our fucceflfes againft

thofe two powers, could not but be (hocked
at the barbarity of murdering Louis XVI.

;

and would be thenceforward engaged in honour
to join the enemies of France, till we fliould

have every power in Europe againft us without
one ally. Thefe reflections feemed to make
great impreffion on Genfonne ; but, to what-
ever caufe it was owing, he undertook nothing,
and even avoided the General, who had after-

ward little opportunity of feeing him.
Dumourier converfed with feveral other de-

puties of the fame party, as well as with many
of the independent party in the Convention, to
whom he reprefented that, the nation being now
republic, Louis was to be treated limply as an
individual ; that it was indecent, impolitic,

and unreasonable to wafte time, ' that ought to
be employed in preparations againft the dan-
gers of the enfuing campaign and in reinforc-

ing the armies, in the profecution of the tfiai

of a fingle man, whofe fate was of no im-
portance to the nation; and that it would be
wife at leaft to fufpend this ufelefs meafure till

after the war. The more reafonable of thera.

acknowledged the trial to be an unjufl and
unwife proceeding, but faid, that the members
of the Mountain had taken their meafures, and*
mould the trial now be abandoned by the Con-
vention, the Jacobins would excite an insur-

rection, fall upon the temple, and maffacre the
whole of the prifoners. The General then told
them that he could not think they were fufE-

ciently auiaorized by their conftituents to try
the king ; that, fince they made an affair of
confequence of the trial, it appeared to him it

would be neceffary to their own fecurity to

demand
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demand inftructions in precife terms on the

point from the departments, leaft one day they

fhould be reproached for the deed by the na-

tion, and leaft they fhould one day become
perfonally refponfible for the irregularity and
violence of the act. They anfwered to this,

that the imprudent propofal of appealing to the

people made by the Girondine party had de-

prived them of the refource the General now
propofed ; fince it was feared the convoking
of the primary affemblies for fuch inftructions

would be the fiomal of a civil war.

It then occurred to the General to fuggeft

an idea that feemed to have great weight with

thefe deputies, although in the end it failed

of effect like all the reft, becaufe every man
feeing a poignard at his breaft, chofe rather

to be a murderer than a victim. The idea

was, that a long war had exifted between the

nation and the king, that the day of the 10th

of Auguft had decided the fate of both, that

the king had fallen into their hands, and
could no longer be considered as any thing

but a prifoner of war, yet without crimina-

lity, becaufe both parties had in like manner
had recourfe to arms ; that a foreign war
raged againft the nation, and that they ought

to deem themfelves fortunate in having a pre-

cious hoftage in this prifoner, who might
ferve them in a cafe of extremity. The Ge-
neral added, that fhould they perfift in think-

ing the king guilty, they ought to form a

tribunal authorized to collect facts, to examine
and confront the witnefles, and to prepare the

way for a final deciiion, with a deliberation

due to the fubject ; that this act of juftice

would fatisfy the bittereft enemies of royalty,

Avould give the people time to reflect, and to

the
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the Convention an opportunity to finifh the

conftitution, which was the grand object of

their million ; and when the primary affemblies

fhould be convoked for the acceptance of the

conftitution, all the proceedings of the tribunal

might be laid before them, and they be called up-
on to decide the fate of the king.

Having fpread this opinion in converfation

and even in writing, the General faw Pethion,

with whom till this period he had been on
terms of friendship, and reprefented to him
that it became him perfonally to interefl

himfelf in behalf of Louis XVI. fince other-
wife, a malignity of mind would be imputed to
him that certainly was not in his character.

Pethion appeared to be moved by the General's
reafoning ; and declared that perfonally he loved

the king, and that he would exert his utmoft in-

fluence to fave him.
General Dumourier then addreffed himfelf

to Roberfpierre, by the medium of one of his

friends. He reprefented that it was entirely

in Roberfpierre's power to fave Louis XVI.
that the magnanimity of the action would im-
mortalize ;his name, and that in confequence
of it the generals of the army would look up
to him as the firft man in the ftate, and that the
dictatorfhip would be the reward of his virtue

;

but that otherwife he would fall into the
fame contempt and execration as Marat,
with whofe name that of Roberfpierre would
thenceforth be conftantly aflbciated. This idea
the General knew to be peculiarly odious to Ro-
berfpierre.

General Dumourier knew that the Jacobirs
defpifed the Convention and hated the Giron-
dine party. He infinuated to them by fecret

agents^ that if they wifhed to become mafters

of
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of France and Europe, and to rife on the ru-

ins of the National Convention, they had only

to declare their will that the trial of Louis mould
be fufpended, and that a more important object,

the ftate of the war, mould be taken into confi-

deration.

Drouet, poft-maiter of St. Menehould, v^ho

had arretted the king at Varennes, was a de-

puty of the Convention and a jacobin.
r
£he

brother of Drouet, a very honeft and faithful

man, was in the General's fervice, and was

greatly attached to him. Dumourier gave

this man inftru&ions to prepare his brother's

mind for the impreffions he wifhed it to re-

ceive, and afterwards to bring him to Clichy.

The General painted to Drouet the crime he and

his aflbciates were committing againft the king,

with fuch energy, that Drouet, ftruck with

horror, promifed to move for the fufpehiion

of the trial both in the Convention and in the

club of the Jacobins. Had there been one

member fufliciently reiolute to make the prb-

pofition, the king had been faved. No one had

the courage. Drouet fell lick and was not pre-

fent when the fentence was paft.

Each day the General vifited various parts

of Paris, went into the fhops and houfes of

individuals, and took occafbn always to turn

the converfation to the king's trial. He ob-

ferved how ftrange a circumltance it feemed

that the Convention mould fuddenly become

a tribunal ; that if Louis were ftill king, the

nation ought to decide by whom and with

what forms he mould be judged; that if he

were no longer king, it was unfit that time

fo precious to the nation, mould be loft in en-

quiring into the guilt of an individual. And
to thefe confederations he added reflections on

the



( 49 )

the mild virtues and misfortunes of Louis XVI.
Sometimes he was liftened to with eagernefs and

pity; but frequently, he was requefted to forbear

fpeaking of fo dangerous a topic ; and fometimes c on-

demned for introducing it. At times, he expofed
himfelf to ferious danger by expreffing hisfurprize,

that in a great city like Paris, there mould not be
five or fix thoufand men with courage fufficient to

rife againfl two or three thoufand villains, who
calling themfelves Federates, held the city in ab-

folute fubje&ion. A well informed tradefman,

calling down his eyes and blufhing with fhame,

made this anfwer one day to the geneia' : Citizen,

Ifee whatyou would have us to do. But we are tow-

ards and the king will be facrificed. What do you
hopefrom a city that> having 8o,coo armedmen, fuf-

fered itfelf to be intimidated on thefrjl days of Sep-

tember, by lefs than 6000 Marfeillois and Bretns ?

The general left the man's houfe, and retired to

an unfrequented part of a public Walk, to indulge

in his melancholy reflections.

Thofe foldiers ofhis army that he met with from
time to time, feemed to be devoted to revelling,

and to be wholly infected with the phrenzy of the

Federates ; and fome even joined the party of his

enemies, [filling the different clubs and meetings

of the fections with abfurd accufations againft him.
From all thefe attempts toferve the king, which

the general renewed every day in various forms
and difguifes, and with much rifk to his own per-

fon, he reaped nothing but the dreadful certainty

of the king's ruin. Paris feemed indifferent on
the fubjedt. During the twenty days previous to

the death of the king, that he fludied the temper
of that city, he perceived not the fmalleft commi-
feration, neither among individuals nor in the pub-

E anv
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lie, in behalfofthe unfortunate Louis. Nor indeed

any abflinence from their amulements in the frivo-

lous and favage Parifiaus;

CHAP. VII

Death of the King*

ALTHOUGH General Dumourier's conftitti-

tionwas robuft, his health yielded for a while

to the acute vexations of his mind. On the 18th

of January, he fell fick and was confined at his

houfe at Clichy, till the 2 2d. He now refolved

to quit Paris in a few days ; and never to enter it

more till he Should come to difperfe that unworthy
affembly, who were bafe and wicked enough,

wantonly, precipitately, and withoutproof, to con-

demn todeath an innocent king, who had ever loved
his people, whofe faults were not his own, who
had banifhed the torture from criminal trials, who
readily adopted every propofal for the public be-

nefit, and had himfelf invited the nation to reme-

dy all abufes and to provide for its happinefs.

Kings are fubjeft in common to many ofthe caufes

by which Louis XVI. was reduced to this unhap-

py
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py condition ; they are befieged and betrayed
;

they are kept in ignorance and fee nothing as it

really exifts ; nor have they power to quit the cir-

cle in which they are placed, in fearch of the vir-

tuous man whofe pure dignity fhuns the corruption

and infolence of courts. But it muft have been
the compleateft diforder that could hurry a whole
nation to the murder of their king, after having

often bleffed and adored him ; and having com-
pared him to Louis XII. Henry IV. and all the

Deft and moil beloved of their monarchs. The
club of Jacobins conduced the French to this

pitch of folly and wickednefs.

The 2ift of January, the day of the death of
Louis XVI. is the true epoch of the ruin of the

Republic, of the reftoration of the monarchy, and

it may be feared of the triumph of defpotifm.

The French nation began the career of liberty glo-

rioufly. Their firft excefles were pardonable, as

they refulted from the obftinacy of the abufes it

was neceffary to deftroy. A noble conftitution,

although in fome degree it was iniperfedt, feemed
to fecure the happinefs of France. General Du-
mourier's journeys into England, Germany, Swit-

zerland, and Italy, at that period, convinced him
of the general approbation it obtained. But the

king, feduced by his perfidious counfellors, at-

tempted to efcape from his people, after having
fworn to mantain the conftitution. He was dis-

covered and taken. The National Affembly of
France ac~led as became a great nation. They re-

ftored the king to his rights ; and from that inftant

the king ceafed to be dangerous to the liberties

of the people. He was governed faithfully by
the principles of the conftitution. They were en-

E 2 graven
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graven on his heart. And if his minifters or his

courtiers ftill fought to violate the law, the confti-

tution had provided a remedy for the evil. The
agents of the executive power wrere refponfible

with their lives for mifconduc"l in the government,

but an abfolute inviolability was attached to the

perfon of the king. The third legiflature of

France however, tended viiibly to Republicanifm

;

they were bent on the overthrow of- the conftitu*

tion. It was neceifary to raife new accufations

againft the king for his deftruclion ; and to this

object the Girondine faction proceeded with the

moil refined perfidy, while the Jacobins openly

acted in the fame caufe with a wild and brutal in-

folence. Carra and the journalifts of the Jacobins,

have placed this fubject in the clearefl light, in

tracing the intrigues which engendered the cataf*

trophe of the ioth of Auguft.

The affair of the 2ift of June, was a prelude

to that cataftrophe, although directly it produced

nothing more than a difgufting infult to the nation

and the conftitution, in the unfortunate perfon of

the king. The ferocious Santerre was heard to

fay on that day, We have failed now, but we will

return again. The National Convention neither

punifhed nor refented the infult. On the contrary,

the two factions, which notwithftanding their mu-
tual hatred had many wicked objects in common,
were preparing for the execution of a greater plot;

and hadaflembled the Marfeillois and Bretons from

the extremities of the kingdom, to enfure fuccefs.

Thefe were the true caufes of the bloody and

decifive ioth of Auguft. The minifters and ge-

nerals.
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nerals, it is true, took meafures, on their part,

againft the Affembly, and the Jacobins; fuppofmg
however, that they were culpable, the law was
armed againft them, but ought to have had no
operation on the king, who was both innocent and
inviolable, and who was to be conlidered merely

as the occafion and not as the author of the fteps

taken in his name. The nation wras convinced of
this truth ; and if Louis had been firm he had not
fallen. His affaffins bafely punifhed the mildnefs

of his character with death ; and the mildnefs of
his characler mould have pleaded for mercy.

But this good and wreak monarch found in his

religious principles, a ftrength that bore him he-

roically through his martyrdom. The particulars

of his death are preferved, and are ineftimable

aids in the ftudy of the human heart. They add
new aggravations to the crimes of the Parilians.

An innumerable croud attended the execution.

Barbarous joy or an unfeeling curiofity, were the

only impreffions that appeared in the guilty fpec-

tators. No one had the courage to fhed a tear

;

and it will fcarcely be believed, that the domes-
tics of the good king preffed neareft to the fcaf.

fold, and were the moft implacable of the mul-
titude.

On arriving at Paris, on the 22d, General Dur
mourier went to the houfe of Garat, minifler of
juftice, who feemed to be extremely affected by
the death of the king, but more efpecially by the

duty that had been impofed on him, and the other

minifters, of reading the fentence to the king.

The unfortunate Louis during the folemn office,

remained Handing, and affumed a tranquil and mar
jeftic countenance, without offering remonftrance

or
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or complaint. He faid only, that it was not juft

to charge him with treafon, fince his intentions

had always been pure, and fince he had conftantly

defired the welfare of his fellow citizens. After

requefting a little time to prepare for his death, he

diimiffed the minifters with an air of dignity and
gentlenefs, the remembrance of which affected

Garat very much in fpeaking of it. General Du-
mourier, Cabanis the friend and phyfician of Mi-
rabeau, and the minifter, were mutually affected.

They read over the will of this unfortunate prince.

It had been written with his own hand, in fome
places there were erafures, but the writing was
clear, and without any marks of being written

with agitation. It contained four pages written

on letter paper. The nrft was confecrated to reli-

gion, and the homage was juft ; fince, in that prin-

ciple, he found courage, fupport, and confolation.

The three other pages exhibited an example of

magnanimity, reafon and philofophy. This will,

fince publifhed to the world, is one of the nobleft

writings that the mind ever produced under fuffer-

ing circumftances. The monftersof the National

Convention have faid, that this writing juftified

the king's fentence ; becaufe, having no object in

common with the world, on the point of becom-
ing the victim of the ingratitude of his fubjects, he

had employed in two or three places the language

of royalty and difdained to flatter their prejudices.

During the exiftence of a monarchy of fourteen

hundred years the French have affaffinated many
of their kings. But the deed was always the crime

of an individual ; the rage of the nation againft

the perpetrator was extreme ; and the villain was

punifhed with die moil horrible tortures. It was
referred
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referved to an enlightened and philofophical age to

produce a like crime, committed in the name of

the whole French nation, approvedby the majority,

and regarded as an act of Heroifm.

Is the continuance and profperity of a republic,

founded on fuch guilt, foberly to be expected ?

—

certainly not. The monfters have killed Louis

XVI. but they have reftored royalty. This incon-

liderate and changable nation, always running to

the extremes of paflion, will herfelf maffacre her

iniquitous judges and her furious Jacobins, and run

to adore new kings. The efforts for a reafonable

liberty that have been made during three years by
true Patriots will be loft ; and France will prefent

the picture of a monarchy crowded with difgraces

and crimes, difmembered and ruined, in which a

rigid defpotifm muft long combat a deftructive

anarchy before the reign of laws can be reftored :

and then it fhall not be the laws of the people.

The whole of this generation, even thofe that are

but newly born, fhall endure the punifhment of
the atrocious crimes of four years : crimes that pofc

terity will fcarcely be perfuaded to credit.

CHAP. VIII.

General Dumouriefs Conference with Camboth

HAVING particularly traced the tranfa£lions

that moft affected General Dumourier in a
cataftrophe that he could neither prevent nor fore-

fee, it will be neceffary to purfue the account of
his other occupations in Paris during this unhappy
month of January. An effential object of his

journey
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j ^urney was to obtain the fuppreffion of the decree

01 the 15th of December or at leaft a tacit agree-

ment from the Convention that it mould not be put

in execution in Brabant. He demonftrated to the

Convention that the people of Brabant were wholly
alienated from the French ; that an open rebellion

was to be feared if the decree fhould be executed;

that on the appearance of the Auftrians in force

the French would have an additional enemy in the

Belgians, who might eafily attack their weakened
garrifons, cutoff their provifions, and render their

retreat impoffible. The Convention were too pre-

fumptuous, and too much taken up with the king's

trial to attend to thefe remonftrances.

One individual of the Convention controlled

the department of the finances with the mofl abfo-

lute fway. This was Cambon a man of a molt

irregular mind ; ignorant and deftitute of found

principles,, yet fcheming and unrelenting in his pro-

jects. D'Efpagnac had been arretted on the 22d

of November, along with Malus, for fulfilling an

engagement that they had made with Servan ref-

pefting carriages for the army, and which was
very important to the nation. He was flill a prU
foner at Paris ; but at liberty to go about with a

guard. He poffeffed a mind abounding in refour-

ces. Hehad gained the confidence of Cambon on

all the fubjecls of Finance, and offered to procure

the General a conference with this dictator of the

national treafury ; the General confented and they

went to breakfaft with Cambon. This man boaft-

ed of having obtained and fupported the decree of

the 15th of December. His reafons for the pro-

ject hefaid were that the treafury was empty ; that

France had fix hundred thoufand troops on foot,

and
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and paid two hundred millions of livrespermontk

for the expences of the war. The General obfer-

ved that fix hundred thoufand men ought not to

coft two hundred millions per month and that the

armies of France, did not amount to more than

three hundred thoufand effective men. Cambon

anfwered that the national guard of all the fron-

tier cities received the fame pay as the army, as

well as part of the national guards of Paris ; he

declared he faw no other refource, than the exe-

cution of the decree for carrying on the war ; that

fpecie already coil the nation fifty per cent, and

that foon it would not be piocured even at cent,

per cent ; that he had but one remedy againft this

evil, which was to feize upon all the fpecie in Bel-

gia, ' and the filver in the churches and banks. He
acknowledged this to be unjuft but he thought it

unavoidable ; he faid that wrhen the Belgians

fhould be ruined and reduced to the fame diftrefs

as the French, they would neceffarily unite their

fate with that of France, as the people of Liege

had done, who threw themfelves into our arms,

beino- poor . and involved in debt. He added,

that^hen France would admit the Belgians as

members of the republic, and with the lame po-

licy they might hope to proceed conquering peo-

ple after people ; that the decree of the 15th of

December was well calculated for this purpofe,

becaufe it tended to diforganize the neighbouring

ftates, that being the molt fortunate thing that could

be done for France.

The general objected that, befide the barbarity

of the project, it was impracticable ; that we
were now in the middle of the month of January;

that our armies were weakened ;
that no one

thought of the means of recruiting them : nor of

the
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the plan of the enfuing campaign, although on the

eve of being opened ; that the people of Belgium
were entirely averfe to the diforganizing prin-

ciples of our revolution ; that we had neither

lime before us to remove what he (Gambon) call-

ed their prejudices, nor to crufh them ; that in

the beginning of the approaching March, the

enemy would attack the French pofts upon the

Metife, which were too diftant from each other,

and not furficiently ltrong ; that, mailers of the

paffage of Maeitricht, they would penetrate the

center of the French line ; that the Belgians,

imding a power to protecl: them, would take up
arms every where at once, and would put to the

fword the garrifons in the interior part of Belgium,

compofed of feeble battalions of new levies
;

that, occupying the polls behind the French,

they would not only cut off the proviiions of the

army, but its retreat ; that in this fituation the

army could not gain France, but would be env

tirely ruined, and thus all would be loft to the

Republic. General Dumourierreprefented, more*
over, that thefe odious robberies would not pro-

duce as much to France as would a juft conduct
toward the Belgians; that it would be more prudent

to borrow part of the treafures of the clergy,

and fo to intereft them in our .fuccefs, than to

feize upon the whole by violence ; that, as to

fpecie, there would be no neceffity for fending

'

any from France into Belgium, where it was in

abundance ; that the true means of putting it in

circulation, and at length to replace it by affig-

nats, was to engage the rich merchants of Ant-
werp, BrufFels, and Ghent, in the furnifhing of
proviiions, cloathing, and all the neceifaries for

the war ; that, in this way, the fupply of every

thing
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thing would be fecured, and the expences re-

duced to one half; that f.he contractors would re-

ceive affignats in payment, and would be com-
pelled by theirown intereft to give them curren-

cy. The general obferved, that the Convention,

by annulling the decree of the 15th of December,
would effectually free the Belgians, whom they

had reduced to a flavery more revolting than their

former fervkude ; that in this cafe the Belgians
would form a free conftitudon, raife troops, and
join our arms ; that this fraternity of arms and
mutual fervices would induce them, more effec-

tually than any other means, to demand at leaft a

permanent alliance with the Republic, if not an
entire union.

Cambon feemed inclined to yield, efpecially

when the general promifed him that, fhould thefe

jiift, moderate and wife meafures be adopted, he
would not only forbear longer to demand any
thing for his army, which the refources of Bel-

gium could provide for in abundance, but that he
would procure the French treafury feveral mil-

lions by way of loan. He well knew that the

Belgians, to withdraw themfelves from their pre-

fent ruinous flavery, would fulfil the promifes
which he now made in their name.

After this firft conference, Cambon went to the
Convention, and, in the heat of the debate, faid

in the tribune, that if the decree of the 15th of
December was not executed, it would be becaufe
Dumourier had oppofed it by the prerogative of
his Veto. Notwithstanding this dark treachery, in

which, to render General Dumourier odious,

Cambon affimilated him with the king, whole trial

was
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was then profecuting with bitternefs, the general

confented to have another interview with him,

and even invited him to dinner, together with a

deputy named Ducos.

This fecond conference, which lafted more than

fix hours, was not carried on with much tem-

per. General Dumourier having faid that ifCam-
ton was refolved upon opprefhng the Belgians,

lie might leek another general, fince Dumourier

never would confent to become an Attila to a peo*

pie who had received the French as friends and

brethren ; Cambon took an opportunity to tell the

Convention that nothing could be more indecent

than to hear a general threatening to refign in con*

fequence of every decree that was part contrary

to his opinion ; that the Republic muft not reit

upon one man, and that they ought either to im^

pofe filence on the general or to puniih him. In

this fruitlefs manner terminated the general's con-

ferences with Cambon, whom he exprefsly warned

againft the events that have fince happened.

It was not without reafon Cambon, had faid,

that he was devoid of refources for the war, In

January, there wras no more in the national trea-

fury than an hundred and ninety two millions of

livres in affignats, and from fifteen to twenty mil*

lions of livres in fpecie. Thefe fums wrere not

fufficient for the armies till the month of April,

and the whole prefumed value of the lands of the

clergy was already continued by the emiffion of

affignats on that fund.

Dumourier acquired this knowledge in the

fecond fitting of the committee of general fafe-

ty. As it was then refolved to augment the ar-

my to three hundred and feventy thoufand men,

be reprefented to the committee that the de-

cree
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cree for that purpofe would be ufelefs, as was
the cafe with others of the fame kind the pre-

ceding year, if the minifter of war did not

at the fame time prefent a ftatement of the fums
neceffary for each particular article belonging

to the augmentation, fuch as clothings arms*

horfes, &c. and if the Convention did not

place thefe fums at the immediate difpofition

of the minifter of war. Cambon, who aflrfK

ed at the fitting, acknowledged the truth of
the general's observation, but ftated the po-

verty of the treafury, and laid he knew not

on what fund to iilue new aiiignats, fince the

only refource that remained was the national

forefls and the eftates of the emigrants. In-

flantly, the violent part of the committee cried

out they had nothing to do but to fell thofe

eftates forthwith. Difputes fucceeding the gene-

ral requefted leave to give his opinion-

He defired the committee to confider that

the lands of the clergy had fold exceedingly

ill ; that a part ftiil remained unfold, the ge-

neral apprehenfion being fuch that there were
no buyers ; that, if under thefe circumftances,

they mould order the fale of the eftates of
the emigrants, valued at more than 1200 mil-

lions of livres, this great addition to the lands

on fale would ft ill further dimmifh. the value

of the whole, and complete the ruin of the

nation ; that the difcredit of affignats recently

iffued would be ftill increafed by this fatal ope-
ration ; fince the public, judging by the price,

of the lands, would doubt the fufficiency of

the funds on which the affignats were ground-

ed ; for, fuppofing they mould hazard the

emiffion of 1200 millions on the eftates of

the
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the emigrants, as fome members had propofed,

either they would not find purchafers or the pro-

duce of the fale would not amount to the third

of the enormous fum ; that then the ftate would
lofe the other two thirds of that fum, and

would be menaced with inevitable bankruptcy.

As to the national forefts, he reprefented that

wood was already very fcarce in France, and,

if* they alienated thefe forefts, the purchafers

would cut down the whole ; that, befides the

enormous confumption of wTood for articles of

every kind, France had not a fufricient quanti-

ty of coal for firing ; and that, independent of

this inconvenience, which France would feel for

more than a century, this refource would not

produce, at the utmoft, more than two or three

'

hundred millions of livres, although it flood

valued at 800 millions.

The weight of thefe confiderations was ac-

knowledged, and it was agreed to leave thefe

two objects untouched ; and, thus, General Du-
mourier faved the eftates of the emigrants for

that time : but, neither this fervice, nor many
others General Dumourier has rendered the

emigrants, could ever obtain him juftice or can-

dour on their part.

The committee refolved upon proposing to

the Convention the iffuing of fix hundred mil-

lion of livres in affignats on the grofs fund of
all the national lands, without appropriating

any fpecific part for the fecurity.

This mode of iifuing paper on vague funds

is a dangerous practice in finance, and it was
this kind of abufe of confidence wmich ruined

Law's fyftem in 1720. However, the commit-
tee had as yet kept it within bounds. It has fince

been carred to twelve hundred millions of livres.

This
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This is a fmooth defcent that leads to bankruptcy ;

but bankruptcy is the laft refource of Cambon.
He has himfelf faid that it is inevitable. As to the

Convention they are not employed in confider&ti-

ons fo profound. They have no object but to

ex iff from day to day, without the trouble of in-

quiring what wT
ill be the remit. In fuch hands is

the richeft kingdom in the univerfe !

CHAP. IX.

Inter-view of General Dumourier with fame 'Ja-

cobins.

DUMOURIER had been a member of the fo
ciety of Jacobins in the early part of its

career ; but> at that period, neither Marat, Ca-
mille Defmoulins, Bazire, Merlin, Chabot, nor
Bourdon, were known in the fociety, nor the

reft of that lift of contemptible characters, af-

terward chofen, to the furprife of all juft men,
to form the moft atrocious affembly in the uni-

verfe. The General never attended their meet-
ings very affiduoufly ; although the adventure of
the red cap, which he was obliged i to put on
wrhen he went to the Jacobin fociety on his

being made minifter, might beget an opinion
that he was a zealous partizan of the feci:.

The following is the hiftory of the fa£L Du-
mourier told the King, that he imagined it

would be ufeful to the King's perfonal intereft,

but efpecially to the public concerns, for the

new
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new" minifters, named by him on the recom-
mendation of the people, and who were mem-
bers of the Jacobin fociety, to prefent them-
fel'.es to the fociety, left they mould now be
fufpefted of joining the ariftocraey ; and he pro-

pofed to attend the fitting of that evening him-
lelf. The King perceived the importance of jthe

meafure, and approved of Dumourier's delign.

Some days previous to that, the factions had
adopted the red cap for the emblem of liberty.

Dumourier, and the Girondine party, who had
hitherto profeffed to be the friends of order, and
who, indeed, cannot be reproached with having
flattered the Jacobins at any period, convinced

Pethion, then mayor of Paris, then beloved by
the Jacobins, then all-powerful, that this badge
aifumed by the people, might be productive of

the greater! diforders, if not of the horrors at-

tending the conteft of the white and red rofes in

England, and that of the times of the hoods in King
John's reign at Paris. Pethion, at that peri*

od, poffeffed an abfolute afcendency over Ro-
berfpierre and the Jacobins ; and promifed that

he would write a note to them on the fub-

jecl, and that the red cap mould be fuppreffed.

The day on which Pethion was to write, was
the fame that Dumourier had chofen for paying

his refpecls to the Jacobins. The letter was in-

deed written, but had not arrived when Du-
mourier entered the hall of the affembly. All

the members had red caps on tb«ir heads, and a

cap was offered to Dumourier as he was mount-

ing the tribune* He was compelled to put it

on, or imprudently to fubjecl himfelf to very

great rifks. Dumourier faid little in the tribune.

Having affured them that, when- war mould be
declayed
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declared, he would quit his pen to ferve them

with his fword, he left the hall. He was fcarce-

ly gone, when Pethion's letter was announced

and read, and produced the defired effect, in

banifhing the caps from the Affembly; fo that

half an hour would have fayed the minifter this

difgrace. The public, milled by falfe royaliits,

that is to fay, by the anti-conftitutional party,

have misjudged this fact, which was but a mere
accident.

At the time of Dumourier's quitting the admi-

niftration, the Jacobin's were become his bitterer!

enemies. The General's fuccefs in Champagne,
had reitored him a little to their fa\onr, in ipite

of Marat's accufations ; and he appeared at the

club, for a quarter of an hour, on his being at

Paris, in October 1792. But he never held any

correfpondence with the fociety, nor with any

one of its members.
Haffenfratz, Andouin, and the other clerks of

the war-office, were ne\er abfent from the meet-

ings of the Jacobins. They multiplied accufati-

ons againit the General ; and often demanded
that he mould be compelled to appear at the bar

to anfwer their charges. But in the midit of thefe

intrigues, the Jacobins were defirous of attach-

ing the General to their party, The majority

ufually oppofed his enemies ; and, when Haffen-

fratz produced his grand accufation refpe&ing the

embezzlement of two hundred thoufand livers,

together with the papers to fubftantiate the charge,

the fociety lilenced him, and paffed to the order

of the day.

The Jacobins even employed feveral of their

emiffaries, to induce the General to attend their

fittings. Anachariis Clootz, ufed various arts to

F that
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that end ; but the General always excufed him-

felf, on the ground that he could not appear at

the fociety till he had offered his homage to the

Convention. Doctor Seyffer made attempts of

the fame nature ; as well as Proli, an adventurer

of Bruffels, who was defirous of procuring at

leaft an interview between the General and one

Desfieux, a celebrated Jacobin, and one of the

moft active itinerants of the feci, who, arriving

at Bourdeaux, found means of difgracing the

members of the Girondine party, and of exci-

ting the populace againft the honeft part of that

great city. Jean-Bon St. Andre, who was a

member of the Convention, and an enthufiaftic

Jacobin, notwithstanding he had the reputation

of being an honeft man, having conceived a

great efteem for Dumourier, although he had no
perfonal acquaintance with the General, was ex

tremely anxious to bring about this interview,

and requefted that he might be prefent. The
General was not fatisfied that the adventurer

Proli, whom he defpifed, fhould be the medium
of this negociati'on ; however, for many impor-

tant reafons, he, at length, confented to the inter-

view.

On the day appointed, the General was in-

difpofed ; but as he would not, by a violation

of his word, feem to be wanting in refpec"t to

Desfieux and St. Andre, to both of whom he

was a ftrariger, he made another appointment

to meet them at the houfe of Bonne-Carrere, who
was the intimate friend of thefe two perfons.

The interview took place at the houfe of

Bonne-Carrere. Desfieux appeared to the Ge-
neral to be a man of mean capacity, and of a

violent difpofition. Jean-Bon St. Andre feemed
better
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better informed, and more moderate. No ar-

rangement could be made refpedting the mode
of the General's prefenting himfelf to the Jaco-

bin fociety ; nor on the conduct the fociety would
obierve towards him, governed as it was by
Marat. Dumourier, therefore, declined enter-

ing into any engagement to prefent himfelf to the

fociety ; nor did he make any declaration of a
contrary intention.

As to the trial of the King, which the General
feared "to touch upon, excepting very (lightly,

left he fhould injure the caufe by feeming to be
interefted in it, he faw that Desfieux and Jean-
Bonne St. Andre, were governed by favage rage

againft the King, which vented itfelf in the vilert

and mOft unjuft terms ; and he perceived clearly^

that he had nothing to hope on that point from
thefe men;
They vehemently fupported Pache and his

aflbciates, and Desfieux, who called himfelf the

organ of the Jacobins, requefted Dumourier to

withdraw his accufations againfT the minifter of
war, whom the Jacobins, he faid, were determi-

ned to preferve in his place • and invited the

General to join their faction in difgracing Le Brun,
Garat, Claviere, and above all, Roland ; which
minifters they confidered as the agents of the

Girondine party,.

The General now refolved to break off thefe

negociations entirely ; and informed Bonne-
Carrere of his determination. But he felt the

danger to which he fhould expofe himfelf in

taking this ftep ; and efpecially in purfuing the

plan he had laid down, and which he had an-

nounced to the Convention, of resigning the
command. He well knew, that thenceforth he
muft either join the Jacobins, and become the

'

F 2 accomplice
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accomplice of their crimes, or deprived of the

command, his only fhield againft his enemies,
he mould be purfued on the unjuft accufations of
Haffenfratz, and delivered over to the execrable

Revolutionary Tribunal, that has fince murdered
Cuftine on the flighteft pretences.

Dumourier therefore made up his micd upon
the courfe he fhould purfue ; and which he after-

ward adapted to the political circumftances that

will be related in the following chapters. Lo-
fing all hope of faving the king, he now thought

only of the means of avenging his death, of
faving his unfortunate queen and her fon, and, by
the eftablifhment of a limited monarch, of put-

ting an end to the frightful diforders that were
compleating the difgrace and ruin of France.

CHAP. X.

Of the Executive Council of France*

IT was with the fix minifters exercifing the

executive power in France, that General

Dumourier tranfacted the chief part of his bull*

nefs during the twenty-fix days that he parTed at

Paris. And here it will be neceflary to obferve

that, in a writing he publifhed after that period,

by an error in the prefs, twenty-fix hours were
put for twenty-fix days. In confequence of

which error, a criticifm appeared in one of the

Englilh papers, in which the general was feriouf-

ly reproached with aiferting he had performed,

in twenty-fix hours, the bufinefs of twenty-fix

days.

The



( «9 )

The minifters were Roland, to whom we will

give a chapter apart. He was hated bv the other

five, who concealed all they could from him.

They were themfelves divided into two very

oppofite parties. One was compofed of Le Brim,

miiiifter of foreign affairs, whom Dumourier had
made fir ft clerk, and who was very fit for that

fituation, being induftrious and w?ell informed
;

but he had neither fufhcient dignity nor energy

of mind to aft for himfelf, and wras rendered
deceitful by his timidity of character, even
toward his benefadlor, although he ftill regarded

him as neceffary to his fupport. He bad difmif-

fed from his office Marat and Noel, two men
neither deficient in talents nor honefty.; had
appointed no perfon to fuperintend the bulinefs

of the office, and to diftribute the w^ork to the

different fuperior clerks ; and he had taken for

his principal fecretary a man of the name of
Ifabeau, whofe reputation was none of the faireft.

Occupied, like minifters of former times, by
intrigues for the prefervation of his place, he was
more influenced by the Jacobins than became a
man, to v/hom Briifot, Condorcet, and the other

heads of the Girondine party dictated the policy

of his foreign negociations.

Of the faction of Le Brun was Garat, mini-

fter of juftice, a man of an able and upright

mind, and to whom no reproach could be made
excepting that, by an adulation unworthy of
himfelf, he had endeavoured to apologize for the

well known murders of the firft days of Septem-
ber. Grouvelle, although only fecretary of the

council, may be conficjered as having all the in-

fluence of a minifter, fince he alfumed much au-

thority and gave his opinion, and decided ou
everything. He was a man of letters, overbear^

ing
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iog, and open in his avowal of bold and extra^

vagant notions of liberty.

On the other fide was Pache, minifter of war,
a man of fenfe, and poffibly an honeft man, but
ignorant and blindly devoted to the Jacobin party.

He had a wife and daughter, equally ugly and ill

tempered, who frequented the clubs and even the

haunts of the Marfeillois, to demand the king's

death. The war-office was become a club, breath-

ing nothing but blood and carnage. The clerks

always wore the red cap at their defks, and ufed

the phrafes thou and thee to every one, even to

the minifter, who himfelf affe&ed a flovenly drefs,

and courted the Parifian populace, by affuming

their manners.

The fame difgufting fcene prefented itfelf in the

office of the Marine department, from which all

the clerks of character and experience were driven,

to make way for ignorant and furious Jacobins,

who notwithftanding the filthinefs of their appear?

ance, had acquired immenfe fortunes.

The war-office and that of the marine depart-

ment, united in prefenting an addrefs to the Nati-

onal Convention, figned alfo, as it was faid, by
the two minifters, demanding that the king mould
be put to death. Monge, the minifter of the ma-
rine, was an academician, had been an excellent

lecturer in hydrography, and feemed a man of
iimple manners, but was a little ungracious in his

behaviour. He was entirely devoted to Pache

;

and, in concert with himA fupported the Jacobin

faction in the council.

Claviere, minifter of the finances, although he
was connected with and fupported by the Girond-

ifts, and was the relation of Briifot, frequently

joined the other faction, from a love of contradic-

tion, and becaufe it was the moft aclive and pow-
erful. - Like the reft, hp thought of nothing but

of
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©f preferving his place, which Cambon, and the

committee of finance were endeavouring to fup-

prefs.

Such was the executive council of France, in

the molt critical period of her exiftence. An ob-

vious and fad reflection naturally prefents itfelf

;

the French revolution, under the pretence of equa^

Jifing all men, has debafed all men. Moft of the

Jacobins, belonged to the loweft clafs of the peo<-

ple ; and, unable to find among themfelves perions

equal to the firft ftations, they lowered the nature

of thofe {rations to their own level. Hence there

is neither dignity, nor character, in the govera-
ment : nor refpe&ability, nor a fenfe of duty, in

the people ; and the populace, unlike the Athenian
democracy, are drunken and favage flaves, ufurp-

ing the place of the Spartans. The antient go-

vernment was deftroyed to remedy the abufe of
diftributing places among the nobles, without any
regard to their moral capacities. Yet, inftead of
the Revolution replacing them by men of talents,

it has filled theii feats with artful and impudent
plebeians.

France cannot efcape her entire ruin, but in

freeing herfelf from the fubaltern tyrants that in-

vade every department. Unhappily, fhe no longr

r has the means in her own hands, iince thefe

tyrants are mafters of the money, arms, power,
and authority of the nation. But the ignorance
and barbarous rage of this horde is deftruclive of
itfelf; and foreign arms will reftore the ancient def?

potifm, inftead of forming that juft equilibrium
between the talents of men and the employments
of the ftate that conftitutes the perfection of gor

vernment. This ftate of things however, cannot
remain long ; becaufe the love of liberty is too

deeply
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deeply rooted in France to be ever again wholly
deftroyed; and the reftoration of defpotifm will

beget another revolution, the moment that foreign

troops fhall be withdrawn from the country, and
fhall leave the nobles of France, fcattered over
that vaft kingdom, to the vengeance of the people,

called down on their heads by the abufe of their

fhort lived triumph.

The council did not interfere in the fate of the

king. Le Brun and Garat, feemed to apprehend
the confequences of the trial ; but they feared to

employ the means, or to indulge in the idea, of
putting a flop toiit, or of fufpending it ; and con-

fined themfelves to a declaration, that it was un-

fortunate for France that fuch a trial had commen-
ced. Roland was the moll terrified of all the

minifters at this trial ; becaufe, in reflecting on the

imprudence, and on the injuftice of his former
complaints againft the King, no doubt he felt that

he was the principal caufe of the King's danger.

He relented and was filent. It belonged to the

malignant mind of Claviere, to rejoice at the trial

;

and befide, he had always difcovered a perfonal

hatred againft Louis XVI, As to Pache and Mon-
ge, they canvaffed openly for the King's death.

And Grouvelle declared, that it was neceffary to

the honour of the republic, that he fhould die.

The open and bitter quarrels that exifted be-

tween the minifter of war and the generals, on
the complaints made by the latter refpecling the

armies, and the providing of necelfaries for the

troops, could never bring the council to take any

ilep in its collective capacity relative to thofe fub-

jedls. Every one of the minifters referved an
exclufive authority in his own department; and

Pache laid before the council, as well as before

the
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the Committee of war, ftatements which were al-

together falfe, and which were uniformly oppofed
by new complaints from the Generals, and by the

reports of the Commiilioners of the Convention
with the armies. The council heard all the re-

ports and complaints, but they ftill upheld the

committee of contracts, which was fecretly influ-

enced by Claviere, the friend of Bidermann, who
was at the head of the committee ; and the affairs

of the armies were conducted as before. No pro-

vifion was made either for the cloathing, fubfift-

ence, or accoutrements of the troops, nor for

the hofpitals, nor for the ammunition that was
wanted in the frontier places, nor for the works
neceifary to put them in a ftate of defence. At
that time, the Jacobins had refolved to place one
of their faction at the head of the municipality,

and had promifed to make Pache mayor of Paris;

he, therefore, gave himfelf little uneafinefs res-

pecting the future embarraffments of the war
department ; which Halfenfratz and Meufhier
were to quit along with him.

The more we reflect on the conduct of the

Jacobins, the more are we loft in conjecture ref-

pecting the fpirit by which they were guided. It

is certain, that they have been continually in-

duftrious to diforganize France, and to render

ufelefs the immenfe refources fhe pofTefFed for

the defence of her liberty ; they have ruined the

fleets and armies ; they have imprifoned or dri-

ven out of the kingdom, the ableft officers ; they
have lavifhed the treasures of the nation in wild
and ineffectual expences ; they have deftroyed the

commercial and political connections of France
with other nations ; and have fet every nation at

defiance ;
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defiance; and it cannot be doubted, that the To-

ciety has been influenced by Englifh, Italians,,

Flemings, and Germans, pretending to be furious

Jacobins, and who were known to be the fpies of

foreign governments. In this clafs may be rank-

ed Clootz, Marat, Chabot, Pio, the jew Eph-

raim, De Bufcher, and many others.

The decree of the 15th of December, far

from being difapproved of by the council, was
fupported by every one of the members. Le
Brun had been fecretary to the people of Liege,

during this revolution, to which he had given his

fupport, by a periodical work, entitled, " The
journal of Europe." This paper was not ill

written ; and it was in confequence of feeing

it that Dumourier had placed him at the depart-

ment of foreign affairs. Le Brun was of opinion,

as well as moll of the other revolutionifls of

France, that a revolution could not be fuccefsful

without being attended by a complete diforganir

zation ; fo that he could not fail to approve of a

decree, calculated to dilbrganize a people, who
had the misfortune to call upon us for aid. The
principles of Dumourier, which inclined him to

refpecl the liberty, property, and opinions of

others, could not be very acceptable to Le Brun.

But Le Brun was filent on the fubjecl to Dumou-
rier although he, in concert with Marat, Chepy,

and his other emiffaries, had eftablifhed a def-

truclive engine in Belgium, under the name
of the Revolutionary Committee. The General

complained to the minifter of the language and

conduct of Chepy, defiring he might be recalled,

as being dangerous to the affairs of France in

Belgium. Le Brun, however, not only counte-

nanced Chepy, but gave him new inftruclions that,

greatly extended his power.
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In the fame maimer, while the General was
foliciting the revocation of the decree of the

15th of December, the council appointed, on
the recommendation of the Jacobins, thirty-two

commifiioneis of the Executive Power, to whofe
lituation was annexed the falary of 10,000 livres,

befide the expences of their journey, and the
profits of their robberies. Thefe commiffioners
were furnifhed with ridiculous in ftructions, in

which the council feigned to confine their au-

thority within narrow bounds ; but the com-
miffioners paid no regard to their inftru&ions,

having themfelves given an arbitrary latitude

to their power. Thefe mifcreants inflicled the

greateft wrongs on the Belgians, and caufed
among that people an utter abhorrence of the
French name.
The plan of the campaign remained yet to be

fettled. Cambon had afferted that France main-
tained 600,000 troops. It was now the 15th
of January, and the council neither knew how
many troops France really had on foot, nor
how many enemies fhe would have to contend
with, in the campaign. The general ftated to
the council that, although all Europe mould de-
clare againft France, fhe having no civil war,
(for the revolt in La Vendee had not yet broken
out) might defend her frontiers with three hun-
dred and feventy thoufand men (the fixth part
of them being cavalry) exclusive of the garrifons

and troops of the fleet, by Handing on the defen-

iive on the fouth and on the banks of the Rhine,
and confining their offennve operations to the

frontiers extending from the Mozelle to Dunkirk.

The general propofed to diftribute the troops in

the
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the following manner : 80,000 men to compofe
the army of Belgium

; 40,000 men that of the

Ardennes; a corps of 20,000 to be polled on
the Mozelle, to keep open the communication
between the armies of the Ardennes and that

of the Rhine
; 50,000 to compofe the army of

the Rhine ; a referve of 20,000 men to be placed

at Chalons or Soiifons ; a corps of 15,000 at Ly-
ons, to watch Switzerland and Piedmont

; 40,000
for the army of Savoy and countries of Is ice and
Provence; 25>°°° fo 1' the army of the Pyrennees;

40,000 for the coaft of the Weft, from Bayonne
to Breft ; and 40,000 for the coafts along the

channel, from Breft to Dunkirk. All thefe ar-

mies might mutually affift each other ; and, as

the whole of France was armed, even mould the

enemy penetrate any part, it was not to be doubt-

ed they would be repulfed or overwheelmed.
General Dumourier alfo propofed that Cuf-

tine's army, wThich had already evacuated Franc-

fort, ihould fall back upon Landau, leaving a
garrifon in Mayence iufneient to compel the king

.of Pruflia to lofe three or four months before that

place, which would afford time to put the fortified

'towns of Alface, Lorraine, and the Ardennes,

into a proper ftate of defence, and to make the

enemy on that fide lofe the reft of the campaign.

The general further propofed that the great-

eft efforts mould be made to pufh the cam-
paign on with vigour on the fide of Belgium,

becaufe that being a flat, country without fortified

places, or even without any of thofe naturally

ftrong Situations of country, which ftand in

the place of fortre fifes, the fate of the war in

thefe provinces muft be decided by battles.

On this fcheme, if the French mould be victo-

rious,
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rious, the greater part of the French army might
pafs the Rhine ; and if unfuccefsful, might re-

tire behind the fortrerfes of Flanders and Artois ;

however the whole campaign might pais without

the French lines being broke in upon in this

quarter.

Inftead of this plan, which Dumourier laid

before the Committee of General Safety, as well

as the Executive Council, La Clos, who had
juft been appointed to the command in India, pro-

pofed that they fhould inftantly fend him out

with 15 veifels and 15,000 men, which meafure

neceffarily involved a war with England and
Holland, although it had then been very eafy

and was verv necelfary to the fafety of France

to have avoided that war.

The obje£l of this expedition of La Clos was
to make himfelf mailer of the Cape of Good
Hope and the Ifland of Ceylon ; and afterward,

to join Tippoo Saib and to attack Bengal.

Kellermann, on paying his refpecls to the Na-
tional Convention, on his departure to take the

command of the army of Dauphine, which
amounted to nearly twenty thoufand men (ex>

clufive of the army of the couutry of Nice, un-

der General Biron, from ten to twelve thou-

fand men) received orders from the prefident

to go and conquer Rome ; and the general grave-

ly anfwered, that he took his leave to go to

Rome. This army had alfo been weakened by
drawing between feven and eight thoufand men
from it, for the fleet that lay at Toulon, deftined

to conquer Sardinia. This expedition was un-

dertaken in the moft ftormy part of the year, in a

narrow fea, abounding with rocks and iflands; and
part of the fleet was loft and the expedition

failed.

The
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The army of the Pyrenees confifted only of an
extenfive eftablifhment of ftaff officers, without

troops. Yet the Convention had refolved upon
conquering Spain, and had deftined 40,000 men*
that were not raifed, and General Servan, for

the purpofe. There were no troops on the coaft

of the weft and north ; excepting fome weak gar-

rifons at Belleifle, and at two or three other places

on that coaft. There was no army of referve.

Fifty thoufand men were wanting to complete the

army of Belgium and that of the Ardennes ; the

army of Allace did not amount to 20,000 men,
excluiive of 22,ooo fhut up in Mayence ; and the

army of the Mozelle did not amount to 12,000
men.

In order therefore to put the plan of General
Dumourier in execution there were wanting more
than 150,000 men ; together with the provifions*

arms and clothing for this large body of troops.

Above all, France w7as in want of cavalry. The
armies of Belgium and of the Ardennes required

a body of 20,000 cavalry ; and the two armies

had not 6,000 ; and they were in want of 15,000
artillery horfes.

The general's plan was adopted ; the 370,000
men were decreed to be raifed ; and a few alte^

rations made in the diftribution of the troops

;

but this was all that ever was done toward the

execution of the plan. However, the general ob-

tained an order a few days before his departure

for 15,000 men of the new-raifed battalions to

march from the third line in Picardy, Flanders

and Artois, where they wrere altogether ufelefs,

into maritime Flanders*

Independent of the Executive Council, from

which (as Le Brun and Garat fufpe&ed) a great

many
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many projects were concealed, efpecially thole

reflecting foreign politics, there were two pri-

vate committees held at the houfe of General

Dumourier, which ieemed to difpofe of the fate

of the empire ; and which in fact produced no-

thing. They were compoied of the two min in-

ters Le Bran and Garat and thofe members of
the Girondine party, Condorcet, Pethion, Gen-
fonne and Briffot. It is probable that the only ob-
ject of the party, in enablifhing thefe committees,

was that their exiftence fhould be known to Pa-
ris, in order to beget an opinion that the general

was entirely devoted to them; and thereby to

ftrengthen the party, by the acquisition of his

friends. Le Brun even feemed unwilling that the

negociations then carrying on with England and
Holland fhould be at all enquired into by the

committees ; and requefted the general to for-

bear touching on the fubjecl ; and it was never in-

troduced.

Briffot boafted of his plans for the conqueft of
Spain and Italy ; but the general eafily detected

the folly of his calculations-

The iituation of the republic with Switzerland,

was an interefting fubjecl. The malignity of Cla-

viere, had been lately gratified, in compelling

General Montefquieu to become an exile to efcape

the fangs of his perfecutor the vile Du Bois de
Crance ; and, in diforganizing Geneva, his na-

tive country. Briffot and his adherents maintain-

ed, that it was neceffary to compel the Swifs Can-
tons, to abandon their neutrality ; or, in cafe of
refufal, to attack them ; and it is probable that

in this they were acted upon by the agents of the

combined powers, to whom it was very important

that Switzerland fhould join the confederacy.

The general proved by arguments, drawn from
the
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the relative fkuations of France, Switzerland,

and the Combined Powers, to which thefe meta-

phyiicians were ftraugers, that it wras prudent to

conciliate the good difpoiitions of the Helvetic

body towards France
;
yet, at the fame time, to

maintain an army of 15,000 men to cover Lyons,

and to be ready on any emergency on that fide.

Dumourier was the more delirous of preferring

this neutrality, becaufe it wTas during his admini-

itration, that the event of the difarming the regi-

ment of Erneft happened at Aix. At that peri-

od, he made every compenfation he could to that

brave regiment, for the injuflice of his country-

men ; he prefented the red ribband to the two
principal officers, and provided for the fafety of

their retreat with their men to the frontiers.

General Dumourier always exerted every means
in his power to preferve peace with Switzerland ;

a meafure that was fo juft, and fo neceifary to

the welfare of the two nations. But he mull

own, that his eiforts have lefs contributed to that

difficult -taik, than the prudent and firm conduct

of Colonel de Weifs, a member of the fovereign

council of Berne, and a writer diftinguifhed by
works which difpiay exteniive knowledge, ener-

gy of mind, and goodnefs of heart. This officer,

without .poifefling any oftenfible diplomatic cha-

racter, was refpected by the miniftry, wTas liften-

ed to in the committees, and had even acquired

an influence in the Convention. Tranquil when
furrounded by danger, and uncorrupted in the

midft of crimes, he had the courage to fay to one of

the leaders of faction, I know that you can caufe me
to be arrejled or majjacred ; but proofs of your •vil-

lainy that would bring you to the fcajfold in eight

days, are within my reach : I demand that a peacea-

ble
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hie conduB on the part of France, toward my c&uh*

try, be the price of myfilence.

On another trying occafion, when a fuperior of-

ficer had bluntly interrupted him, in the midft of
a fentence, to demand if, daring to fpeak the lan-

guage he held, he had a 100,000 men at his beck
in the Fauxbourgs of Paris, No, he anfwered
haughtily, I am Jingle; but I have a hundred thott-

fand republican jentiments m my heart of which you

are deftitute. He was applauded by his audience;

and continued his difcourfe;

His work entitled, A rapidfurvey of the relative

interefls of the Helvetic body, and the French Repub-
lic, which was publifhed in a crifis of great dan-

ger to both countries, expofed and defeated the

hoftile projects of a fadion, towards Switzerland,

on the eve of execution ; and it is very probable
that, without the forefight and courage of Colo-
nel de Weifs, war had been declared againft the

Helvetic body before the end of February* Va-
rious fecret preparations were already making for

an attack upon Switzerland, in purfuit of an ill

digefted plan of Robert, Claviere, and other

Swifs emigrants. The attack was to be made on
three points at once. A column, eompofed of
part of the army of the Upper Rhine, and aug-

mented by new levies, was to take Bafle by fur-

prize, or affault, and keep the Auftrians in check.

Another column, drawn from the army of the

Alps, was to blockade Geneva, where the French
had numerous partizans, and to penetrate by Ver-
foix into the Pays de Vaud. The third diviiioa,

eompofed of chofen troops, was to march fudden-

ly by the Pafs of Porentru, already occupied by
the French, againft Berne, whofe treafury, gra-

naries, and arfenal, excited the cupidity of the

projectors of this plan. Berne had been already

G fecretly
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fecretly reconnoitred ; and, although it be nearly

furrounded by a rapid and deep river, it was ex-

pected that the place would be carried, by pour-

ing in bombs and red-hot balls from the neighbour-

ing heights, before the Swifs militia could affem*

ble with force tooppofe the attack. The projec-

tors of the plan alio expected a powerful diverfi-

on to be made in their behalf, by the difcontented

party, (whofe numbers were greatly exaggerated)

of the Lower Valais, Neuf-Chatel, Pays de Vaud,
Soleure, Lucerne, and Fribourg. This laft city

was deftined to be an object of fignal vengeance,

on account of fome offence fhe had committed
refpecting the affignats. The popular govern-

ments were to be informed that thefe hoflilities'

would not affect them, and that France would
continue to preferve peace with them. As to the

other cantons, the commiffioners and feditious

preachers were to overthrow their constitutions,

ffir up the poor againft the rich, maffacre, impri-

fon, or banifh the magiftrates and principal citi-

zens, feize upon fpecie, proviiions, horfes, and
arms, compell men of property to emigrate that

their eftates might be confifcated, outrage religi-

on, and in the name of liberty and the public

good to ruin this free and happy people, and re-

duce them to flavery. The expedition was to

have been prompt ; but the explofion was pre-

vented, and Claviere and BrhTot, overawed by
Weifs, laid afide a project in which Switzerland,

from the character of the times, had every thing

to hazard.

The conqueft of Rome and Spain, were defer-

red till armies could be raifed to march againft

thofe countries. As to all other affairs, the fit-

tings of thefe two committees were as fruitlefs as

were the deliberations of the committee of gene-

ral fafety, and thofe of the executive council.

Dumouner
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Dumourier could not, by any motive, obtain of
them the accomplifhment of any object, calcula-

ted to ferve the nation

.

G i CHAR
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CHAP, XL

The Retreat of Roland from the Adminifixation.

AT the time of the king's death, Roland,

who had long ftrove to maintain his fitu-

ation in the miniftry, againft the will of the J a*

cobins, as well as againft the real inclinations of

his own party, fent a letter to his colleagues an-

nouncing his refignation. The minifters never

appeared more chearful than on the day they re-

ceived this letter, and the council appeared more
like a fchool relieved from the reftraints of a

troublefbme pedant, than a grave meeting of
Statefmen. Roland's refignation, made part of

a compromife between the Jacobin and the Gi-

ronde parties, in which it was agreed, that both,

Roland and Pache mould quit the miniftry. But
the confequences were very different to thofe two
minifters, the latter of them acquiring a fituation

of more real importance than any in the miniftry

;

while the former remained more than ever

expofed to the infults and perfccutions of the

Jacobins.

This facrifice made of Roland by his party, is

another inftance of the cowardice of that faction,

who ought never ought to have abandoned a man s

of whofe fervices they had availed themfelves*

without any refpect to his peace or fafety. In

truth, the whole conduct of Roland, in his pub-

lic character, was a miftaken policy, which ex-

pofed himfelf and his party to continual danger.

Roland did not pofiefs much ftrength of mind,
bur
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but had acquired exteniive information on the dif-

ferent branches of trade and manufactures ; and,

if it had been expedient to divide the duties of
the adminiftration of the home department,

which was too extenlive and too complicated

for a mind of fuch little energy, it is probable,

he would have made an excellent minifter of
commercial concerns. He was upright in his

dengns, and was poffeifed of a mild and philan-

thropic difpofition ; but the defire of appearing a

rigid moralift induced him to affume a leverity of
character unnatural to him. He hoped to reiem-

ble Cato the Cenfor, and had adopted his turn of
converfation, at once cold and repulfive, but
without the genius and boldnefs of that celebra-

ted man. In his drefs he was nice and lingular,

following the fafhions of former times ; but this

was at leaft lefs difpleafing than the flovenly affec-

tion of the Jacobins. His deportment was grave,

and not unbecoming the dignity of hisftation. He
was indefatigable in the application of his talents.

But he loved too much to gratify the will of the

people, and was too ready to believe that the

higher orders were oppreffive and unjuft ; and
this difpofition, that becomes dangerous when it is

too generally indulged, conducted hirrr habitually

into precipitate and imprudent meafures. He was
candid in his examination of the fubje&s belong-

ing to the other departments of the government^
fuch as thofe relating to the armies, the marine,

and foreign negociations ; and fupported, with
great hncerity, all proportions that came before

the council of a juft and reafon able nature. Pe*
ceiving the equivocal conduct of the other mi- >
fters, miftrufting their talents and perhaps their

good faith, he would no longer aclmit of any ref-

ponfibility of the council in a collective capacity

;

and
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and his pertinacity in refilling to anfwer for any
meafures but thofe that were the confequence of
his direct orders begat a greater hatred of him
than ever among his colleagues.

The temper and qualities of Roland would
have fitted him well enough for the miniftry had
the republic been fettled on its foundations, and
if the times had been more free from the violence

of party rage, for he was a rigid republican.

This difpolition was the caufe of his ill conduct

to Louis the XVI. and of that imprudent ftep of
delivering into the hands of the Convention the

fatal cheit containing the monarch's paffive * cor-

refpondence, in which thofe bafe men found pre-

texts for the martyrdom of that unfortunate

prince,

Perhaps it was prejudicial to the interefts of

Roland that he was governed by his wife, who
was a woman of fine talents, and whom he ac-

knowledged to be the critic, that gave a polifh to

his numerous works ; but certainly it was among
his misfortunes to be furrounded by ignorant and
defigning journalifts, who compofed, under his

directions, thofe verbofe harangues that covered

the walls and public buildings of Paris ; for the

jacobins had the addrefs to turn this engine of

faction againft him and his party.

* Pa/five! Such is the word in the original, and it is

printed in Italics. Dumourier feems to have thought that

Louis XVI. was innocent, becaufe he had not courage or

capacity to contrive the means of injuring the nation. Sup-

poring he is not miftaken in that conclufion, he feems to

have forgotten, that he was conceding one of the great points,

infilled upon by the friends of Democracy, that it is in vain

to have an innocent king, if his minifters, miftrefles, wives,

or favourites, be not innocent alfo; as it would be in vain

that thefe latter Ihould be innocent, if the king be avaricious,

deceitful, or tyranical. T.

Among
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Among the women who have rifen to celebrity

during the French revolution, no one has acted a

more confpicuous or noble part than that of Ma-
dame Roland. She was between thirty and forty

years of age, had a lively and healthy counte-

nance, and a moft interesting figure ; fhe drefled

with great tafte ; converfed with ability, although

perhaps with too much wit and refinement ; fhe

was innocently gay, and had placed herfelf at the

head of a party confuting of metaphyficians,

fcholars, members of the Convention, and mi-
nifters. Every day thefe partizans of Madame
Roland paid their refpects to her, and on the Fri-

day of every week they dined at her houfe, where
the conduct and politics of ftatefmen took their

character from Madame Roland's opinions. None
of the wives of the other minifters were admitted
to thefe meetings.

It would be unjuft not to notice the fpirit with
which Madame Roland conducted herfelf under
an infult of the Jacobins, at a time when her
hufband's name had already fallen into great dif-

credit. Interrogated at the bar of the Conventi-

on, refpecting the injurious accufations of an un*

principled man named Viard, fhe faid, I am the

wife of citizen Roland ; / bear the name of a virtu-

6us man, to whom I am proud to be allied. Certain-

ly it required all the malignity of the Jacobins to

perfecute fuch a woman.
Although Madame Roland polfeffed much good

fenfe, fhe permitted it to be feen that fhe govern-

ed her hufband, and thereby did a differvice to

his reputation, for which fhe could not compen-
fate by the value of her councils. It was Madame
Roland that (elected Pache and Lanthenas to aid

her hufband iq his admiqiftratioq 3 and the foiv

mei
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mcr of them fo entirely gained the confidence of

Roland, that he was appointed minifter of war
through Roland's intereft. Pache was no fooner

the colleagae of Roland, than he became bis

enetf:y, and fought by every means to ruin him,

and lor tiat purpofe he did not hefitate to become
the partifan of the moll intemperate men among
the Jacobins. The conteft between thofe twTo mi-

nifters was open, and their hoftile attacks was
without meafure or decency. They both defcen-

ded from their iituations, but with Pache it was
only to rife to higher power, Roland was to be

fubje6ted to new and more bitter misfortunes.

Other women have alfo diftinguifhed them-

felves during the revolution, but without the dig*-

nity that has been preferved by Madame Roland
;

excepting, indeed, it be Madame Necker, who,
in many refpects, may be confidered as the rival

of Madame Roland's fame, and whofe age and
experience, if it rendered her lefs agreeable to

the tho.ughtlefs, gave her the advantage as the

counfellor of her hufband. Mademoifelle La
Broulfe, Madame de Stael, Condorcet, Pafloret,

Goigny and Theroigne, were either artful females,

like thofe who haunted the courts of former times,

or differed in nothing from the vulgar and furious

women of the Fauxbourgs of Paris.

One unfortunate woman, Elizabeth Corday,

has configned her name to hiftory, by an a&,

which happily for humanity wT ill find few imi-

tators, although it delivered the earth from a mon-
ger.

The executive council feemed to have under-,

gone no change by the retreat of Roland from

the miniftry. During a confiderable period be-

fore his resignation, he hud been entirely occur

pied
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pied in brooding over his vexations, the attacks

of his enemies, and the means of his defence.

Every fat-ire of the Jacobins that was directed

againit him, begat in his apprehenhon the obliga-

tion of juftifying himfelf to the Convention ; and

the members of the Convention, who, perhaps,

were more irritated by the aufterity of Roland's

virtue, than by the petulence of his fpirit, faw
nothing in thole homilies but an infupportable

pride. His own party, no longer deriving repu-

tation from his name, had, in truth, renounced

him ; and had very ignorantly refolved to facri-

fice him. Roland flattered himfelf that his refig-

nation would not be accepted, and he remained
in the houfe appropriated to the minifter of the

Home Department, till he was no longer permit-

ted to doubt of his fate. During the latter part

of his adminiftration, he feldom ilept in this

houfe ; as the Jacobins, to terrify him, frequently

fent bands of the federates to make excurfions

during the night round the houfe. In this man-
ner were the reprefentatives of the executive
power treated in France, Le Btun and Claviere

have been fince accufed and imprifoned ; and
Garat was accufed and arretted after having ielign-

ed. So ferocious has been the character of this

revolution that, of the men who have had an
eminent part in it, fuch only have been out of
the reach of a violent death as have fled and art

in exile.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XII.

Negotiations with Hdland and England.

1RANCE, gt that period, had no other decla-

red enemies than Auftria, Pruffia, and Sar-

dinia. She had difplayed a fuperiority over thofe^

powers during the preceding campaign which
would have been entirely decifive, if, according

to the plan of General Dumourier, Cuftine, in-

ilead of pairing the Rhine to levy an inconfidera-

ble^ contribution on Frankfort, and for which
France paid fo dearly, had made himfelf mafter

of Coblentz, where there was no garrifon; and if

the wants of the army had been fupplied, fo that

the army of Belgium might have taken up its

winter quarters along the banks of the Rhine,

from Cleves to Cologne ; that of the Ardennes,

from Cologne to Andernach ; that of the Mo-
zelle, from Andernach to Mayence, including

Coblentz ; and that of Alface, from Mayence to

Landau, including Spires. This pofition would
have compelled the county of Luxembourg to

have furrendered, by cutting off its fupplies of
provifions. The armies would have had behind

them a country on which, whether it were neuter

or an enemy, they might long have fubfifted ; and,

by opening the campaign early in the fpring,

might have pafifed the Rhine without difficulty,

and have penetrated into the center of Germany,
where the French would have been received with

open arms, if they had poffefTed the prudence to

have forborne from exciting terror in the inhabi-

tants
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tants by unjuft decrees and by the fending of rapa-

cious commillioners to commit violence, infults

and robberies.

This great plan was neglected
;

yet France
might have fuftained herfelf with reputation and
effe£t againft her enemies who were in truth alrea-

dy overcome, if tier conduct had not drawn new
enemies upon her,

A means exifted, at that period, for preferving

Spain in her neutrality ; and by employing it the

nation would have fpared herfelf the guilt of a
great crime. The king of Spain engaged with
the Convention to remain neuter, on condition

that the life of the unfortunate Louis XVI. mould
be fpared. This ftep does honour to the Spanim
monarch ; and it is difficult to imagine why the

French princes did not follow fo bright an exam-
ple. The implacable, ignorant Convention re-

jected the terms of the Spanifh monarch with dif-

dain, and thereby committed a new crime againft

the nation, by creating her a new enemy, without
confulting her on the neceffity or prudence of
their conduct.

The courts of London and the Hague, had for

fome time betrayed a hatred to the French revolu-

tion ; and the death of Louis XVI. could not

but increafe that hatred. But, in England, no
part of the nation was willing to enter into a war
againft France, excepting the king, who connder-

ed his differences with the French as a perfonal

quarrel. And in Holland, every party dreaded
to be drawn into a war. It was therefore poffible

for France to preferve peace with thofe two
countries ; and, till that period, fhe had wifely

cultivated the goodwill of Holland, from whence
fhe drew fpecie and provifions ; and it was eaiy

to have continued that fyftem.

In
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In the latter end of the month of November,
General Duniourier propoicd to the executive

council, the taking of Maeftricht, without which
lie could neither defend the IVieufe nor the country

of Leige. He thought it reafonable, after many
examples in former wars, to take and hold this

place, engaging by a duly authorifed manifefto,

to reftore it at the end of the war. At that period

his army was victorious and full of ardour. He
had, after the taking of the citadel of Antwerp,
affembled the whole of his heavy artillery at

Tongres and Leige, in order ( not to expofe the

hories belonging to the artillery to die for want of

forage, as the Jacobins have flupidly afferted) but

to make himfelf mailer of Maeftricht. That
place was not as yet palifadoed, nor provided

with a garrifon, nor with any thing neceifary to

fuftain a fiege. Venloo was in the fame condition.

Caufes of complaint were not wanting to give a

colour to the enterprize; and to throw the impu-

tation of being the aggreliors upon the Dutch, if

they fhould relent his conduct, for they had alrea-

dy frequently violated the neutrality, and had re-

cently prohibited on pain of death, all exporta-

tions of proviiions to France, while provilions in

immenfe quantities were drawn from Holland, to

eftabliih magazines, on the Lower Rhine, for the

imperialifts and Pruffians. The executive coun-

cS rejected the general's propofitions, and ex-

prefsly commanded him to preferve the ftricteft

neutrality toward Holland which injunction the

general was punctual in obferving. They then

lent him an order to undertake the fiege of Lux-
emburg during the winter ; but, the general

ihewing the abfurdity of the plan, it was not put

la execution,

.As
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As the executive council had thus neglefled

the opportunity of feiztngupon Maeftricht, which
may be regarded as the key of the Netherlands

on the fide of the Meule, the general was of opi-

nion that it would no longer be prudent to commit
any hoftility on the part of France againft Hol-
land, being convinced that a war with England
muft be the confequence of fuch hoftility ; and his

advice was thenceforward to preferve a neutrality

with both England and Holland, with the utmoft

folicitude.

The friendfhip of Holland was indifpenfably

neceifary to enable France to hold Belgium, for

if the Dutch delivered the paffages of Maeftricht

and Venloo to the Auftrians, the Meufe would
be no longer tenable, and the French would be
compelled to abandon the countries of Leige,

Gueldres, Limbourg, Brabant, and Namur, and
retreat behind the Scheld ; contracting their lines

within the country lying between the citadel of
Antwerp and Valenciennes. And in the cafe of
the Englifh and Dutch aflembling an army in

Dutch Flanders, the French would be further for-

ced to abandon the Scheld, and retire behind the

Tiver Lys, and under the fortified places of French.

Flanders and Artols.

At this time there were at Paris many Dutch
refugees, victims of the Dutch revolution, and
of the faithlefs and feeble conducl of the minifter

Brienne. Many among them were refpeclable

and opulent men, who affured the French minis-

try that their party in Holland was much more
confiderable than that of the Stadtholder, which
indeed was true. Thefe reprefentations were dif-

regarded
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regarded till the month of January, when Le Bnmv
after giving them an hearing, referred them to

General Dumourier for his opinion reflecting their

refources, and efpecially refpecting a plan of in-

vading Zealand, which the Dutch patriots repre*

fented as eafy to be undertaken, and certain of
fuccefs. After a deliberate examination the ge-

neral judged the plan to be impracticable, but

wrote to the minifter that he would poftpone giv-

ing a definite anfwer till he mould be at Antwerp,
and be able more particularly to examine the

feveral parts of the project ; and it was refolved

that the Dutch refugees mould proceed to Ant*
werp with their revolutionary committee ; and
orders were given to the Dutch legion, confiding

nearly of 10,000 men, to garrifon Antwerp, and
to be ready to form the advanced guard of the

French army, in cafe of a war with Holland.

An agent of Le Brun was appointed to attend

the Dutch revolutionary committee ; but no pofi-

tive engagement with them was entered into, and
all that related to them was rendered dependent

on the iffue of a negociation which was then on
the point of commencing.
At the time that Dumourier had been minifter

for foreign affairs he had fent to the Hague, as

minifter plenipotentiary, Emanuel de Maulde, a

colonel in the French army, who had conducted

himfelf with great prudence and ability, had pro-

cured arms and horfes for France, and had fo well

reconciled his attention to the interefts of the re-

fugees with the refpect due to the government of

the country* as to acquire the confidence and
efteem of the two factions that divided Holland*

This
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This conduct* which was comformable to his in-

ftruclions, was too moderate to be agreeable to

the temper of the prelent times ; and de Maulde

had moreover the misfortune to be noble. Le

Brun in particular conceived an averiion to him.

The military committee difapproved of his fend-

ing fufees to Dunkirk. His meafures were oppo-

fed on every fide, and his intentions calumniated*

He was recalled ; and in his room was appointed

Noel, whom the general had made principal clerk

in the office for foreign affairs. Noel, although

an extremely honeft man, arriving with prejudi*

ces againft de Maulde and plans much lefs mode*
rate than thofe on which Maulde had acted, was
very ill received ; and, attributing his reception

to de Maulde, became his enemy and accufer.

De Maulde, on his arrival at Paris, called up-

on the general ; and told him that, if France de-

fired to preferve a neutrality with Holland and
England, nothing was more eafy ; that, altho'

the minifters of the two courts would neither

acknowledge the National Convention, nor treat

with Le Brun, yet the grand peniioner of Hol-
land, Van Spiegel, and the Englifh Ambaffador,
Lord Auckland, had charged him to declare that

they would willingly treat with General Dumou-^
rier.

At the fame time, Benoit, who had been agent

of the French miniftry at London, and had juil

arrived from that place, informed Le Brun on the

part of Talleyrandv late bifhop of Autun, Dc
Talon,
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Talon, and other French emigrants, who had po-
litical connections with the Britiih miniftry, that

Pitt and the council of St. James's had nothing

more at heart than to treat for the prefervation of
the neutrality, provided that General Dumou-
rier mould be charged with the negociation, and
fhould proceed to England for the purpofe of fet>

ling its terms, which he might eafily accomplifh

before the opening of the campaign.

This overture of the Englifh miniftry was, at

firft, communicated to no other perfon of the Ex^
ecutive Council than Garat and Le Brun. Garat,

who was poifeffed of a found judgement, zealouf-

ly embraced the offer, and propofed to fend the

general as ambalfador extraordinary to England,

without however fuperfeding Ghauvelin, with in-

flruclions to demand a decifive anfwer refpecling

war or peace. The king's trial was not yet con-

cluded, but the cruel cataftrophe was fufhciently

forefeen ; this circumftance fuggefted new confr%

derations to Garat, who feared that the Englifh

court might be treacherous enough to detain Du-
mourier in England, and thereby deprive France

of her beft general. Dumourier was compelled

to diffemble that he alfo faw the probability of

that event, and that it was the only thing he deli-

red. In order that he might efcape from the hands

of the mifcreants who governed his country. He
appeared to fubfcribe to the prudence of Garat's

precaution. It was, however, determined

that the affair fhould be laid before the

council, and a proposition be made by Garat
to
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to fend General Dumourier as Ambaffador ex-

traordinary to London, in confequence of the

overtures made by the minifters of England and

Holland ; to give the General inftru&ions to con-

duel: the negotiation with fuitable dignity and

with promptitude, and whatever might be the

iffue, to return inftantly to put himfelf at the head

of the armies. It was refolved to demand from

the Englifti miniftry every pofiible fecurity for

the perfon of General Dumourier, and for the

full liberty of returning at his pleafure.

When the proportion was laid before the council,

Claviere, Pache and Monge oppofed it in the molt

decided manner, undoubtedly incited by jealoufy

and love of oppofition, for they well knew the

diftrefs of their refpeclive departments and their

incapability of fupporting a war that would become
fo general.

Dumourier was extremely afflicted with the

fate of a meafure which feemed to have promifed

his deliverance, as well as an important occafion

of ferving his country ; but he was not difcourged.

He was of the opinion of Garat and le Brun that

the delign mould not be difcuffed any more in the

council, but profecuted fecretly till it mould be in

a ftate to enfure fuccefs. It was agreed that de
Maulde mould depart inftantly for the Hague,
under the pretence of his private concerns; that

Noel mould be recalled and placed elfewhere ; that

the General mould charge de Maulde with a letter

for Lord Auckland, informing him that the Gene-
ral would be at Antwerp on the ift of February to

vifit his troops in their winter quarters, and that

having learnt from de Maulde, his friend,, that

Lord Auckland had fpoken of him with efteem
and confidence, it would be a circumftance of great

pleafure to jhim if a-n opportunity fhould offer of

H meeting
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meeting that nobleman on the frontiers, and that

perhaps this interview might be beneficial to the

intereftsof the two nations, and the caufe of hu-

manity. It was alfo determined that, mould Lord
Auckland receive this invitation with the good
will that was to be expected, the General mould
give him a meeting, and might even if it was
found neceflary pafs into England.

It was further decided, that Maret, who had
already been feveral times in England, mould be

lent to London, to learn from Mr. Pitt if he
really deiired to treat perfonally with General
Dumourier. Chauvelin, minifter plenipotentiary

of France to the court of London, did not at all

accord with Talleyrand, who had been fent with

him as an advifer in his negociation, and had not

at all fucceeded in the object of his embaffy, which

he was ambitious of conducting without the parti-

cipation of his colleague. Many indeed were the

obftacles Chauvelin had to encounter ; he had
againft him the prejudices of the Englifh nation

;

the king of England, the moft * in Europe,

and the moft enraged againft the French Revolu-

tino ; the French emigrants ; the perfons who had
been given him as advifers and afliftants ; the

National Convention of France ; and his own in-

experience. It was thought neceflary if Dumourier's

journey fhould take place to facrifice Chauvelin, or

rather, to give him fome other embaffy ; for Du-
mourier, who had been the intimate friend of his

father, and had given him the appointment to

England, infifted that he fliould be fent to Venice or

Florence, that he might continue his diplomatic

career with fuccefs.

It appears to be but juft to fay a word here of the

difpofition that Dumourier has always difplayed in

his public charater.

* Defpotique.

Whc-
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Whether it were the effect of good nature,

or of a fenfe of juftice, he has been anxious not to
prejudice the interefts of any other perfon in the
public employment, and has obliged and ferved
great numbers ; of courfe it is not greatly furprif-

ing, that he has met with much ingratitude.

Chauvelin, as it has been faid, was to be re-

called, and Maret was to be appointed to his

lituation, on the general's departure from Lon-
don ; fo that Maret was extremely interefted in
the fuccefs of the negociation, and had ftrong
motives for fmoothing the difficulties that might
be in the General's way, and thereby to render his

ftay at the court of London as fliort as poflible.

H 2 g H A P.
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CHAP. XIIL

Departure of de Maulde, of Maret, and of General

Bumourier from Paris*

N purfuance of thefe plans, Emanuel de Maulde,

[ proceeded to the Hague, although the death
of the king, which happened while they were in

agitation, feemed to be an event entirely deftruc-

tive of them ; for the certainty that Holland was
eager to preferve peace induced Garat and Le
Brun to believe that all refentment excited by that

horrible cataitrophe would yield to the great object

of preferving peace, and they were not deceived.

Maret's departure was unwifely poftponed, (tak-

ing place only on the fame day that General Du-
mourier left Paris,) under pretence of firft found-
ing Mr. Pitt, refpe&ing the General's journey to

England, by the means of one of his friends, who
had already been employed in the fame capacity

on a former occafion by Maret. But the General had
reafon to believe that Le Brun, offended that the

Court of St. James's would neither treat with him
as minifter of foreign affairs, nor with the Conven-
tion, was not forry to undermine this negotiation

by giving fcope to the rafh ignorance, of Briffot,

and the folly of the diplomatic committee, who
feeming to think that France had not enemies

4 enough
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enough to contend with, ftudied to increafe

the number, by in Suiting every nation.

Maret's million was altogether unfuccefsful.

Chauvelin had never been acknowledged in England

as minrfter of the Republic, the Court of St. James

having confidered his miffion at an end on the

abolition of royalty in France, and having permitted

his ftay in London merely as an indulgence granted

to an individual. And when the news of the cruel

death of Louis XVI. arrived in England, Chauvelin

was ordered to quit London in four and twenty

hours, and the kingdom in eight days. It was un-

der thefe circumftances thatMaret arrived in Eng-
land, and received an order from the council, in-

ftantly to quit the kingdom.
But this ill reception of Maret by the Court of

St. James's, did not put a flop to the negotiation in

Holland. General Dumourier departed from Paris,

on the 26th of January, with a mind filled with

apprehcnfions ; he had not been able to prevent

the commimon of an unprovoked, fruitlefs, dis-

graceful, and fatal crime ; he had not Succeeded

in procuring a revocation of the decree of the 1 5th

December, nor in obtaining an exception in behalf

of Belgium, and thereby to preServe the French
army in cafe of retreat ; r>or in eftablifliing an
effecltiye adminiftration for the Supply of arms,

bubfiftence, &c. for the army ; nor in his attempts

to prpcure the neceffary repairs of the fortified

places, reinforcements of the armies, horfes for the

cavalry, or any of that multitude of objects, the

Supply of which were neeeflary to the opening of
the campaign ; nor (which in every cafe was the

greateft of his afflictions) to fave an innocent king,

whofe goodneSs was perSonally known to him.
He was about to reSume the command of a difor-

ganifed army, abandoning itfelf to robberies, and
every
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every fpecies of excefs, ill armed, in want of

clbathing, and diiperfed in the impoverished vil-

lages along the Meufe, and the Roer. New troops

were.daily arriving from Germany to augment the

army of General Clairfait, who with great capacity

had made a ftand, and maintained himfelf between
the Herffle and the Roer, with a comparatively
fmall number of troops, in want of every thing,

and terrified at the rapidity with which the con-

queft of Belgium had been accomplifhed : That
general having counteracted all the ill effects of

their long retreat.

The Prince of Cobourg, celebrated for his

glorious campaign againft the Turks, was about

to take the command of this army. In the cafe of

Dumourier waiting till the Prince of Cobourg
ihould attack him, he was well afiured that he

could not refift that General in front, and, at the

fame time, the Prince of Hohenloe, who would
attack hirr on his right flank by Namur, the

citadel of which was then repairing very flowly by
the French ; and if the Engliih and Dutch fhould

Lave time to affemble an army on his left flank, on
the fide of Antwerp and Dutch Flanders, even the

retreat of Dumourier would no longer be fecure,

having to march through fifty leagues of flat coun-

try, with a diforderly army, purfued and almofl

furrounded by three armies more confiderable than

his own, and continually affailed by the Peaiants

and the inhabitants of the cities, whom, the ex-

ceffes committed by order of the Convention, had
driven to defperation. General Dumourier,
therefore had no other hope of diminifhing his

perplexities, but the negotiation committed to the

care of de Maulde. In truth, his confidence in

that was confiderable, lince Holland had the ut-

mofl dread of a rupture with France, being quite

unprepared
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unprepared for it, and having the greateil intereft

in the prefervation of the neutrality.

We are about to give an account of the further
circumftances of this negotiation, which was broken
off in the beginning of February, by the unwife
and haughty impetuofity of the National Conven-
tion. The abrupt declaration of war, made by
that Affembly againft England and Holland, gave
France an air of perfidy, refpecting that negotiation,

with which the Englifh have reproached them with
fome appearance of reafon ; but the fame charge
may be retorted on the Engiifli, and it is probable,

that Pitt had no other defign than to amufe Ge-
neral Dumourier, to gain time to make the necef-

fary preparatives for war ; and the treaty entered
into by the court of St. James's with the court
of Turin, at that very period, confirms the opinion.

So much truth is there in the obfervation, that

hiftory is but a pi&ure of the errors and crimes of

governments.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

Fruitlefs Negotiations. Declaration of War.

IMMEDIATELY on the arrival of de Maulde
at the Hague, which was in the latter end of

January, he prefented General Dumourier's letter

to lord Auckland, who teftifyed the greateft plea-

fure to de Maulde on reading it, and told him that

the interefts of England and Holland being in-

feparable in this affair, he mould communicate the

propofal to Van Spiegle ; which was no fooner
done, than the latter embraced the project of a
conference on the frontiers between the Ambaf-
fador of England, the Grand Penfioner, and
General Dumourier.
Lord Auckland difpatched three packet boats,

immediately fucceeding each other, to his court,

and de Maulde fent his fecretary to Antwerp,
where the General had arrived on the 2d of Febru*
ary, after having vifited the pofts from Dunkirk to.

Antwerp.
Throughout Picardy, Artois, and maritime

Flanders, Dumourier found the people overwhelm-
ed with terror and grief, at the tragical death of

Louis the XVI. The very name of Jacobin, he
perceived, excited equal fear and horror. In all

the cities, however, there were numerous emiffaries

of the Jacobins, who ftirred up the populace againft

the moderate and wife part of the citizens, and
collected accufations, little regarding whether true

or
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or falfe, againfl the different adminiflrators of the

departments.

At St. Omers and Dunkirk, there was not the

leaft appearance of preparations being made for the
war, and there were fcarcely any troops to be feen,

for the minifler of war had weakened maritime
Flanders, to furnifh the augmentation of 10,000
foot and 1500 cavalry, for the army in Auftrian

Flanders, in confequence of the General's having
demanded that reinforcement. The minifler of
war even drew new battalions afterward from
this country, which was part of the actual feat of
the war, to form a body of 12,000 men near Cher-
bourg, from whence the General had obferved a di-

verfion might be made into England, in cafe war
with that power could not be avoided.

Nieuport and Oftend, were in the fame condi-

tion as St. Omers and Dunkirk, not having a fingle

battery mounted, to prevent any veffels of war en-

tering thofe ports. There were not even cannon
for the purpofe ; nor could any be obtained, with-

out taking them from Dunkirk, which had not

fumcient for its own fortifications.

Dumourier, ftruck with the diforder which per-

vaded the whole country, and feeing that his em-
barrafTments every moment encreafed, extremely

fatisfyed with the firft fuccefs of de Maulde's ne-

gotiation. He inftantly difpatched a courier to Lc
Brun, with the original anfwer of Lord Auckland,
which ftated that the Britifh minifter and the

grand Penfionary of Holland, had agreed to pro-

ceed together to the frontiers to confer with the

General ; that Lord Auckland had fent feveral dif-

patches to his court, to obtain its fanction, and
inflructions relative to the conference ; that he

fliould fbon receive an anfwer, and that his inten-

tions



( io6 )

tions were not to gain, time, nor to retard the
General's preparations for the campaign.
The difpatches of de Maulde, which accompani-

ed thofe of Lord Auckland, gave an account of the
circumftances of his interview with the Britifh

minifter, and the grand Penfionary of Holland.
Thofe minifters, as de Maulde was prepared to

find, expreffed their utter abhorrence of the atro-

cious barbarity recently committed at Paris ; but
as de Maulde gave them pofitive affurances that the

General partook of their fentiments on that fubjecT,

and was filled with the profoundeft indignation

againft the authors of the crime, that horrible affair

did not retard the negotiation ; and it was fettled,

without any difficulty, that as foon as Lord Auck-
land fhould have received the inftructions of his

court, the conference fhould take place at the

Moor Dyke, on board a yatch belonging to the

Prince of Orange, which would be prepared to

receive the General. De Maulde concluded by
declaring his perfuafion, that the conference woulcj

be attended with the greateft fuccefs.

The General entertained the fame hopes, and had
prefcribed to himfeif the plan he thought it his

duty to follow. He refolved not to betray the

interefts of his unhappy country ; on the contrary,

it was his intention to diminifh the number of her

enemies, in fettling the neutrality of England and
Holland on a fure bafis ; but, after he mould have
rendered this laft of his fervices to France, he re-

folved to free himfeif from the imputation of par-

taking in the crime of his countrymen, and no
longer to fight for abfurd tyrants whom he was
anxious to punifli, inftead of aiding in the fupport

of their hideous tyranny. He did not defign

therefore to return to Antwerp but to retire to the

Hague, and from thence topublifh a memorial in

iuftification of his conduct.
He
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He unfolded a part of thefe defigns in a letter to

de Maulde, which was communicated to the two
minifters. They requefted leave to take a copy of

it, but de Maulde declined granting that permimori,

being unauthorifed by his friend ; but at the fame
time he delivered Lord Auckland a letter from the

General, informing that minifter that he fhouid re-

ceive with great pleafure news of the fanction of
the Britifh court to thefe meafures.

At the moment when the negotiation was in

this promifing ftate, while the General confoled

himfelf with the hope of being freed from the in-

fupportable yoke of combatting, for tyrants, under
the certainty of becoming one day the victim of

their ingratitude and cruelty, whatever might behis
fuccefs ; while he thus flattered himfelf, on the yth

of February he learnt by the public papers that the

National Convention had declared war againfi

Holland and England, on a report made by BriiTot

in the name of the Diplomatic Committee. This
news reduced him. to defpair, for it was altogether

unexpected. He he had quitted Paris on the 26th

of January ; had arrived at Antwerp, only on the

2d ofFebruary ; Le Brun, then, had not waited to

receive his firft difpatches, nor intelligence reflect-

ing de Maulde's negotiation. It feems that Le
Brun had precipitated the report of the affront

offered to the Republic in the perfon of Chauvelin,

by order of the king of England, to excite the

anger of the thoughtlefs Convention, and thereby
raife an infurmountable obftacle to the meafures he
had concerted with the General.

As to Briffot, he had, as was ufual with him,
availed himfelf of this opportunity of intuiting

both kings and people, in which he was zealoufly

feconded by Barrere and the Jacobins. Thus the

two
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two factions united in taking a moll difaftrous ftep

without difcufilon and without confideration.

The war was declared, but Le Brun fent no in-

telligence to General Dumourier, on whom the
burthen fell with the greateft weight, and little en-

quiry was made in the council, whether he was
at all in a condition to fupport himfelf againft

thefe new enemies.

On the day that General Dumourier heard of
the declaration of war againft England and Hol-
land, de Maulde, arrived at Antwerp from the

Hague, with a fecond letter from Lord Auckland,
congratulating him on having received an autho-

rity from his court to enter on the conference,

which was fixed to commence on the ioth, at the

Moor Dyke. The General inftantly difpatched a

courier, informing Lord Auckland of the declara-

tion of war ; and obferving, that although he muft
admit the declaration of war to have been a little

abrupt, he mud obferve, it had been occafioned by
the conduct of the Englifh miniftry ; firft, in de-

taining two French veiTels laden with corn, not-

withftanding the remonftrances of the French mi-

niftry to the .contrary ; fecondly, in contemptu-
oufly ordering the French Ambaffador to quit the

kingdom, while a negotiation was pending between
the two nations ; and thirdly, in caufmg Lord
Auckland to publiih, on the 2d of February, an

addrefs to the States General, which was an inr

fult to the French nation, and equivalent to a de?

claration of war.

The General had alfo caufes of complaint againft

the Grand Penfionary Van Spiegie. He had in vain

demanded of him the liberation of CoJonel Micoud,
a French officer, who, after gaining a considerable

l.iw-fuit agaiuft a merchant in Holland, had been

thrown into prifon, through the credit of the mer
chant
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chant, an a vague accufation of having fpoken tod

freely of the government. He had driven a troop

of French comedians from Amsterdam without

even granting them time to eolleci: the fums due to

them ; he had permitted Noel the Frerich minifter

at the Hague, and Thainville, his fecretary, to be

infulted by the emigrants, and had afterwards

abruptly ordered them to quit the country ; he
had allowed the emigrants to appear in military

uniforms at the Hague ; and finally had fuffered

the greateft enmity to be expreffed againft France
with impunity.

It is certain that the conducl of the courts of St.

James's and the Hague was inexcufable, fince in

the midft of a negociation entered into (in confe-

quence of overtures from themfelves) with Gene-
ral Dumourier, whom they had demanded to con-

duct the negotiation, they had provoked the anger
of the National Convention, whom they knew to

be haughty and impatient, and incapable of a tem-
perate conducl. It is but juft therefore to reproach
them as well as the French with the evils refulting

from this war, which is to be considered as only
in its beginning, and which will be the fource of
other equally deftrucUve wars.

It may be faid, that providence has united all

the people of Europe to inflict a puniiliment on the

enormous crimes committed by the French nation;

and perhaps to punifh their own errors by the ca-

lamities they will have to endure in this long, af-

flicting and bloody context.. The Atheifts of the
National Convention, and thefe are the moft igno-
rant and wicked of the members, becaufe it is not
through the influence of philofophy that they they
have become Atheifts, but through the influence of
their crimes, have confidered what the General has .

faid to thern reflecting Providence in his letter of

the
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the 1 2th of March, as an unmeaning rhapfody ; to

fuch men he has to anfwer, that Providence leaves

us free to make a virtuous or vicious choice, but
that from this firft choice neceflarily refults the

character of our actions, good or bad ; that that

which'isjuft is alone true ; that which is unjuft is

the effect of error in the mind ; that this is above
all true with refpect to governments ; and that

juftice conducts nations to happinefs, and injuftice

to mifery ; that when a nation is univerfally in-

fected with a licentious fpirit, as is the cafe with
France, all her motives and actions tend to her ruin

;

hence the fame phrenzy which induced France to

commit the fruitlefs crime of murdering Louis

XVI. and of treating his family as a herd of ilaves,

dictated the decree of the 1 5th of December, which
is equally devoid of juftice and policy, which has

loft the nation the good-will of every people who
were attached to her, has infufed divifions into her

councils, familiarifed her with accufations, robbe-

ries, and maffacres, has begotten her filthinefs and
groffnefs of manners ; her wantonefs in creating

of enemies, and indifference to the means of re-

filling them ; and in fine her anarchy and total

want of order, which has already inflicted upon
her the firft punifhments of that long feries that

awaits her. For from the moment that France

became a Republic, fhe degenerated into the moft

unfortunate country that the annals of the world

have produced.

We will conclude this book with a melancholy

reflection on the condition to which France has re-

duced herfelf by her errors ; fhe had been prefent-

ed with a conftitution formed in a fhort and difficult

period by her firft iegifiature, which was not indeed

perfect but highly valuable, and which every peo-

ple of Europe admired and envied. The two fac-

tions
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tions that exifted in France, in combating each
other, neverthelefs were of one mind to deftroy

this conftitution. The court hoped to recover its

former power and numerous means of gratifica-

tions, and the Jacobins entirely to beat down
royalty, which they hated, but which was fo necef-

fary to the happinefs of Frenchmen ; and wile the
conftitution was a theme of praife with all reafon-

able men in other parts of Europe, the French
blamed, fpurned and rejedled it. But the merits
of the conftitution were unknown to the people of
France, for they never permitted themfelves to
judge of it but through the medium of their furious

paffions*

EftD OF THE FIRST PART*
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CHAP. I.

Plan of the Campaign.

VV E are now entering upon the hiflory of a

campaign, more rapid, more varied, and perhaps

more important, in its events, than any of former

or later times. The nature of the campaign was not

forefeen till the firft week of February j the plan was

conceived and arranged between the 7th and the 22d

of that month ; and the campaign finifhed on the 5th

of the following April.

The hiftory of this fliort period, offers to the con-

templation of the military man, Cities taken in defi-

ance of immenfe inundations, a great battle, a va-

riety of engagements, and a retreat which excited

the aftonifhment of the generals of the enemy, and

from which they could not withhold their praife

:

It exhibits an example of the two fpecies of war, the

B offenfive,
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offenfive, and defenfive : And it may be faid to have

involved confequences that will decide the fate of

France, and perhaps that of Europe.

Nor is this hiftory lefs interefting to the philofo-

pher, whom it will confirm in the opinion, that the

deftiny of empires is often dependent on circum-

ftances that are apparently inconfiderable ; and that

the character and fortune of one man may decide

the fate of a nation. In the preceding year, Gene-

ral Dumourier had preferved the independence of

France, by his fuccefs in the Plains of Champagne,

and rendered her name illuftrious in thofe of Belgi-

um : for, at that period, the greatnefs of the danger

which threatened France united all minds under his

ilandard, and compelled the nation to difplay her

energy under the direction of his counfels. In the

period we are now conndering, the fituation and

character of the French people were changed. The

nation, or rather thofe who governed and milled the

nation, intoxicated with fuccefs, and blinded by

their crimes, no longer liftened to the general, who

would now have faved his countrymen, both from a

foreign yoke, and from the tyranny of their own

miftaken pafiions.

He was not feconded in his efforts. He was not

obeyed. He was oppofed, and betrayed ; and his

campaign was unfortunate, notwithftanding his exer-

tions to turn the fortune of war in his favour. On

the point of conquering Holland, the conqueit was

fnatched from his hands. He formed a fecond plan,

and victory Was torn from him by his own troops,

y In the midft of a retreat, that was as fuccefsfully con-
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dueled as it was bloody and deftru&ive, he projecV

ed another defign, which preferved his army, and

arretted the ruin of Belgium, which, otherwife,

would have been complete. But this defign fell

fhort of its greateft object, the deliverance of

France : and, in that, it was defeated by the fierce

pride of the Convention, and by the flcklenefs of

his troops ; and General Dumourier was compelled

to quit his army, and to feek a retreat among iiran-

gers, who could not forbear to efteem him.

Thenceforth, the French were no longer the fame

people. In the foldjery, favage rage fucceeded va-

lour ; there was neither taient in the plan of the war,

nor conduct in its execution ; the French flew and

were fiain, without remarfe, or confideration. It

was not war they carried on ; and the carnage would '

already have been terminated, if the force that op-

posed them were that of a fingle people, Or were not

rendered ineffectual by the claming of various inte-

r'efts and counfeis.

The fituation of General Dumourier was emhar-

raffing, when he knew that Fngland and Holland

were on the point of adding their forces to thofe of

the other enemies of France. If the perfons who

were at the head of affairs, had been well informed

and prudent men, he directly would have advifed

them to evacuate the Netherlands, which couid no

longer be preferved ; and to pod the troops behind

the fortified places of the department of the North,

holding for a while the banks of the Scheld, and the

citadel of Namur. But this reafonable propofition

would have been regarded as, proceeding from cow-

B 2 ardice
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ardice or treachery ; and would have brought the

general to the fcaffold. Or, if it had been accepted,

it would have delivered the general into the hands

of tyrants whom it was his object to crufh, for the

fafety and happinefs^ of his country. Entering

France with an enemy in puriuk of him, and with

the appearance of a flight, he would have inftantly

loft his military reputation, which was only to be

preferved by fignal fuccefles j and his fate would

have been at the difpofal of the Jacobins of Paris,

whom this retreat would have reinforced with the

whole amount of his army. He could not therefore

extricate himfelf from this defperate fituation, but

by the hardieft and moft decifive means. His mili-

tary fame and the celerity of his movements, could

alone open him the way to the fupply of all that was

wanting to his army. Clothing, accoutrements,

horfes, arms, provifions, money, all were to be

found in Holland ; and there, he was compelled to

feek them. He conceived the defign of conquering

Holland by a daring blow ; and we will' now rapidly

review his plan, and his refources.

The Dutch refugees had formed a fmall revolu-

tionary committee at Antwerp, where was alfo the

Dutch legion. The committee pofTefTed more zeal

than ability; and, although they expended confi-

derable fums of money in maintaining a fecret cor-

respondence with the different Provinces of the

Dutch Republic, the information which the general

received through their means was extremely defici-

ent, efpecially refpecling the military ftate of that

country. All that could be relied on with certainty

3 '
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was, that the party of the patriots was very con-

fiderable: particularly at Amfterdam, Haerlem,

Dort, and throughout Zealand. The general pre-

tended to reaflume the consideration of the plan,

which the committee had laid before him at Paris,

of making an irruption into Zealand. He aflfe&ed

to examine it minutely in prefence of the com-

mittee, and feigned to give it his approbation; in

order to cover a plan more bold in appearance, but

in truth more certain of fuccefs, becaufe it appear-

ed to be more impracticable. He did not difclofe

that defign to any other perfons than to Mr. Koch,

and Mr. De Nifs, whom he thought deferving of

his^ entire confidence; and whofe zeal, probity,

itrength of mind, and love of their country, enti-

tled them to be the deliverers of their fellow

citizens.

The plan for the invafion of Zealand, was as fol-

lows : The refugees had learnt that the Stadtholde?

had formed the defign of fortifying the Ifland of

Walcheren, as a place .of retreat for the States Ge-

neral and the members of the government, in cafe the

French mould enter the country, and mould be

joined by the people, whom the government mif-

trufted. The Dutch Committee propofed that a

confiderable body of men mould depart from Ant-

werp, and proceed, with as great fecrecy and dis-

patch as poffible, by Sandvliet to the ifland of South

l3eveland, and from thence to the ifland of Wal-

cheren, and, feizing upon Middleburg and Flush-

ing, fhould make themfeives matters of that latter

ifland. The garrifons of thofe two towns, it is true,

did
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did not amount to more than twelve or fifteen hun-

dred men, and were raw and undifciplined troops.

But if the inhabiianrs had net joined their deli-

verers, the Fren.h foldiers would infallibly have

been cut off. There was nothing to prevent the

ifland receiving fuccours to double the amount of

the French detachment ; there were already feveral

Englifn irigates atFluming; and the Dutch had a

fquadron of armed veffels in the Scheldt lying under

the fortrefs of Batz, a league below Lillo, which

would entirely have cut off the retreat of the detach-

ment to the main land.

No fuccefs could be expected in this expedition,

•without fuch promptitude and exactnefs in the exe-

cution, as the general could not expect either from

his own troops, or thofe of the Dutch patriots. He
had not a fmgle general officer under [lis command

to whom he could' confide fo dangerous an enter-

prize. He could not abandon the command of the

main army, to undertake the expedition himfelf.

Had he yielded to the opinion of the Dutch patriots,

he would certainly have been led into an unfuc-

cefsful enterprize ; and this unfortunate check in

the beginning' of the campaign would have com-

pleated the ruin of his fmail army, confuting of new

troops, that had already fuffered much by his ab-

fence, and were mortly after beaten," difcouraged,

and almofl: difperfed on the Roer and the Meufe.

But if, by the chance that belongs to military

movements^ this - expedition had been fuccefsful,

however brilliant it might have been, it would have

produced no real benefit to the general. On the

contrary,
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contrary, it would have deprived him of five or iix

thoufand of his troops, who would have been fepa-

rated from him by an arm of the fea, and all the

places of Dutch Flanders ; leaving him without

a force fufficient to undertake any thing further.

The better to conceal his. real defigns, however,

he profeffed to adopt that plan of attacking Holland,,

and he made fome difpofitions as if he was about to

undertake it ferioully. He had, at Antwerp, fome

fmall veffels under the command of Captain Moult-

fon, an American officer in the French fervice, who

had affifted in the taking of the citadel, of Antwerp*

This fmall fquadron confided of the Ariel of 24
guns, a brig of 14 guns, and three gun-boats. He
ordered thefe veffels to be fitted out, to proceed to

fort Lillo, and there to call anchor* He directed a

furnace to be conftructed on each of the gun-boats,

for the purpofe of heating balls, He commanded

the fort of Lillo, and that of Liefkenfhoeck, and

the citadel of Antwerp, to be furnifhed with provi-

fions, and put in a ftate to fuflain a fiege. He af-

fembled, at Antwerp, all the Dutch veffels that on
the declaration of war had. been detained in the ca-

nals of the Scheldt, and ordered them to be prepar-

ed to ferve as fire-fhips.

He wifhed it to be believed that his objeQ: was to

burn the Dutch veffels lying at anchor under the

fort of Batz; and to feize upon that fort, which

mounted forty gun§v The Dutch veffels retired to

Ramekens. In fhort, every thing feemed to indi-

cate, during feveral days, that the general's move-

ments were directed againfl Zealand j and he gave

the
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the enemy reafon to imagine that the campaign

would open by the invafion of that country. Mean-

while, the general's thoughts were wholly occupied

with his own plan ; which was extremely Ample,

although, had it never been attempted, it muft have

appeared wholly impracticable. This plan was, to

make his way with a body of troops to the Moor=

dyke, deceiving and evading the garrifons of Breda,

and Gertruydenberg, on his right 4 Bergen-up-

Zoom, Steenberg, Klundert, and Williamftadt, on

his left : and, paffing the arm of the fea which runs

between the Moor-dyke and Dort, and which is

about two leagues in breadth, to land at Dort

:

where being arrived he mould be in the heart of

Holland, and would have no obftacles to encounter

in marching by Rotterdam, Delft, the Hague, Ley-

den, and Haerlem, to Amfterdam. By this plan,

he would take all the ftrong places of Holland in

the rear. Meanwhile, General Miranda, with a

detachment of the grand army, was to bombard

Maeftricht, and Venloo ; and, as foon as he mould

know that General Dumourier had reached Dort,

he was to leave General Valence to continue the

liege of Maeftricht, and to march with 25,000 men
againft Nimeguen, where General Dumourier was

to join him by the route of Utrecht.

This plan, executed with rapidity, would have

had little ferious difficulty to encounter, fince the

Stadtholder neither had an army aifembled, nor had

adopted any fettled plan of defence -

f and fmce, of

all the enterprizes that might be undertaken by Du-

mourier, this was the leaft to be expected : for it

feemed
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feemed to be no better than an attempt to march an

army through the eye of a needle *.

Dumourier's next defign was, as foon as he mould

be matter of Holland, to fend the battalions of Na-

tional guards back into Belgium ; to aflemble an

army entirely compofed of troops of the line, and

commanded by generals of whofe fidelity he was af-

fured, and to compel the States General of the

United Provinces, to order a furrender of all their

towns; to make no changes in the government, but

fuch as mould be indifpenfibly neceflary ; to diffolve

the Dutch Revolutionary Committee, to the mem-

bers of which he had already fignified that, in cafe

of fuccefs, they might be feverally appointed to the

public fituations of their refpe&ive Provinces, fup-

pofing them to polfefs the confidence of their fellow

citizens ; to preferve the Dutch Republic from the

tyranny of the commiiiioners of the National Con-

vention, and from the influence of Jacobinifm ; to

fit out a fleet with all poflible expedition at Rotter-

dam, in Zealand, and in the Texel, in order to

feize upon the Dutch fettlements in India, and to

fecure the poifellion of them by ftrong garrifons

;

to offer a perfect neutrality to the Englifh ; to fta-

tion, in the country of Zutphen and Dutch Guel-

ders, an army of obfervation confining of 30,000

men; to furnifh money and arms for the raifing a

body of 30,000 men in the countries of Antwerp,

the two Flanders, and Campine, on whofe attach-

ment he could rely ; to permit the French to occupy

* Thefe are the words of Dumourler,

P no
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no other part of the Netherlands, than the country

of Liege^ to annul, throughout Belgium, the decree

of the 15th of December; to invite the people of

that country to aflemble at Aloft, Antwerp, or

Ghent, for the purpofe of forming on a folid bafis

fuch a government as mould be agreeable to them
;

and after that to afTemble an army of Belgians of*

40,000 men, compofed of battalions of 800 men

each, together with a body of cavalry. Dumourier

further defigned to offer a fufpenfion of arms to. the

Imperialifts ; and, in cafe of its being rejected, to

raife an army of 150,000 men in order to drive

them beyond the Rhine ; but if it were accepted he

hoped to gain time and means to execute the reft: of

his plan, which was, either to form a Republic of

the eighteen Provinces of the Netherlands, if that

ihould be agreeable to the people, or 'to 'make an

cffenfive and defenfive alliance between the Repub-

lic of the Seven United Provinces and that of Bel-

gium, and to raife an army of 8o,oco men in the

two countries for their joint defence, till the conclu-

fion of the war ; to invite France to enter into an

alliance with the two Republics, and to put an end to

her anarchy by re-adopting the conflitution of 1789 5

and, in cafe of France refufmg to accede to this

propofal, to march to Paris with an army compofed

of the French troops of the line, and a body of

40^000 Dutch and Belgians, in order to diflolve the

National Convention, and annihilate the power of

the Jacobins.
....

Such were the outlines of General Dumourier's

plan, which was communicated only to four perfons.

It
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It will appear vifionary to
,
the reader ; -but, being

founded on the circumstances of the times, and on

well combined calculations, it could not have failed*

of fuccefs, if the mod difaftrous events, entirely

unconnected Avith the condud and arrangements of

General Dumourier, had not broken all his mea-

fures, and forced him to facrince all his hopes to the

immediate fafety of the.grand army, on the point of

being entirely defttoyed, by the mifmanagement of

the officers who commanded under him.

CHAP. II.

Preparations for the Expedition againjl Holland.

Orders to the grand Army. Advice given by

General Dumourier to the Minijier of War. Gene*

ral Thouvenot and the Commiffary Petit-fean at

Antwerp. Orders for the raifing of Battalions in

Belgium. General Valence at Antwerp. Loan,

Manife/lo.

GENERAL DUMOURIER, having taken his

refoiution, may be (till faid to have had all his means

to create. At Antwerp, there were two battalions

of national gendarmerie, confuting of 35a meri

each, who were dangerous only to their officers and

the peaceable inhabitants of the city, being the moft

deteftable and undifciplined foldiers that ever enter-

ed the field. of battle. Thefe ferocious Janiffaries

received .each 40 fois per day in fpecie without de-

G 2 duction 5
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duction; appointed their own officers; and com-

mitted every kind of crime. The general, after

paffing them in review, declared in the ftrongeft

terms, that, fhould they continue to commit the ex-

ceffes of which they were accufed, or to be guilty

of any difobedience of orders, he would inftantly

fend them back to France. This body of gendar-

merie was compofed of the ancient French guards.

There were alfo, at Antwerp, one hundred and fifty

dragoons of the 20th regiment ; three battalions of

national guards ; and about two thoufand of the

Dutch legion, two hundred of which were horfe.

Twelve battalions of national guards, newly raifed,

and having neither fufees, accoutrements, nor (hoes,

were quartered in the cities and villages of Weft

Flanders ; and had no idea that they fhould be

obliged to take the field till the month of May.

Cannon, mortars, magazines, money, commirTa-

ries, together with their affiftants, were altogether

wanting. But there was not a moment to be loft.

The raflmefs of the national convention, in de-

claring war againfl Holland, had warned the Dutch

to prepare for their defence ; and, unlefs the gene-

ral had attacked them with the utmoft celerity, the

enterprize would have become utterly chimerical.

And, indeed, had the Dutch prepared for their de-

fence with as great activity as the general ufed for

attacking them, the project mud have been un-

fuccefsful.

General Miranda had remained at the head of

the army of the North during the whole winter.

This general was a Peruvian by birth; and was a

2
man
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man of capacity, and extenfive information. He

was better verfed in the theory of war than any

other of the French generals, but he was not equally

well verfed in the practice. His intimacy with Pe-

thion had been the caufe of his entering the fervice

the preceding year, as^ major general. He joined

Dumourier at the camp of Grandpre ; and had been

©f great fervice to him, in the different attacks of

the Pruffians, particularly in the retreat of the 15th

of September. But he had a haughtinefs of difpo-

fition, and a bluntnefs of manner, which begat him

many enemies ; and he was unfit to command the

French, whofe confidence it is impoffible to gain

but by good humour and a conduct expreffive of

refpect for them.

. Dumourier had procured him the appointment

of lieutenant-general, in the month of November

1792; had conferred upon him the command of

the army of the North, and had promifed to obtain

him the rank of general, on the firft. opportunity.

Miranda was afterward offended that Valence, an

older lieutenant-general than himfelf, (having com-

manded with great reputation general Kellermann's

advanced guard, and feveral detached corps, during

the campaign of 1792) fhould have been raifed to

the rank of general on the recommendation of Du-
mourier. He never forgave this preference ; but

his refentment, unfortunately for France, did not

difplay itfelf till the day of the battle of Nerwinde.

At the time we now fpeak of, he (till appeared full

of attachment to Dumourier. And that general

had written to him from Paris to make preparations

for
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for the opening- of the campaign, very early in the

fpring, by the fiege of Maeftricht, in cafe a rupture

mould prove to be unavoidable with England and

Holland. -

Dumourier's own army was then under the com-

mand of general Lanoue, who was a very brave

and honeft man. Fifty years pad in the fervice had

rendered him refpeelable ; but had alfo diminished

his vigour. He was ailifted by general Thouveiior,

an officer of very uncommon merit.

The army of general Valence was commanded,

in his abfence, by lieutenant-general Le Veneur, a

man of great courage, but of a limited capacity.

Dumourier ordered General Miranda to prefent

himfelf before Maeftricht with a part of his army?

without too much weakening the ports on the Meufej

to reinforce himfelf to the number of 25 or 30,000

men drawn from the other two armies ; and to

communicate thefe orders to the refpe&ive generals,

that they might contracl their lines, and hold their

troops in readinefs to take the field, if the Imperi-

alists, whofe numbers were daily encreafing in their

quarters on the Herffle, and the Pruffians who were

alfo daily receiving reinforcements at Wefel, mould

betray any defigns of forming a junction to relieve

Maeftricht, which was to be expected. General

Dumourier thought it prudent not to point out the

pofition that might be proper for this army of obfer-

vation ; and he acknowledges that, in this, he com-

mitted a great error.

In the remaining part of General Dumourier's

inftru&ions to Miranda, he. confidentially unfolded

his
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his plan for attacking Holland. He defired him

not to open the fiege regularly before Maeftricht,

being too early in the feafon for fuch an undertak-

ing, but to endeavour to carry the place by a vigo-

rous affault with bombs and red hot balls, in the

fame manner as the Duke of Saxe-Tefchen had at-

tempted to carry Lifle ; and, when General Dumou--

rier mould have informed him that he had reached

Dort by the Moor Dyke, to leave General Valence

before Maeftricht, and to proceed by forced marches

to Nimeguen, paffing by the frontier of the Dutchy

of Gleves, in order to intercept the Pruffians, if

they ihould attempt to reach Holland before him :

and, to this latter purpofe, Dumourier defired him

to fend General Champmorin (a mod able engineer}

againft Venloo, while Miranda mould befiege Maef-

tricht, and by that means to make himfelf mafter of

the lower part of the Meufe as far as Genep.

General Dumourier confined the number of men
that Miranda ihould employ in this expedition to

'

25,000 or 30,000, at the utmoft, that he might not

too much weaken the pofts on the Meufe. He re-

commended the greateft difpatch in the prepara-

tions, To that Maeftricht might be inverted by the

12th or 15th of that month; and he appointed lieu-

tenant-general Bouchet, an experienced engineer, to

afTift; Miranda in the fiege.

Dumourier wrote nearly in the fame terms to

Lanoue and Thouvenot ; enjoining them to inform
7 J o

the troops, that he mould review them, after having

vifited the quarters on the lower Meufe. He wrote

£0 lieutenant-general Morefon, who commanded in

Bruffels,
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BrurTels, that he was fetting off immediately for

that city. And to General d'Harville, ordering him

to affemble his troops at Namur on the 2cth of Fe-

bruary, as he defigned to review his divifion on the

22d of that month. Thus, in mifleading fuch of

his generals as were not to be employed in the ex-

pedition, he effectually deceived the enemy, who

were utterly at a lofs to conjecture in what point he

would begin the campaign.

Some days after General Dumourier quitted Pa-

ris, Pache refigned the war department in order to

be chofen Mayor of Paris, and was fucceeded by

General Bournonville, for whom Dumourier had

procured the rank of lieutenant-general and after-

ward of general in a very fhort fpace of time. Du-

mourier had been ufed to call him his Ajax and his

fon. In truth he had commenced his career with

great fpirit, and had evinced a fmcere attachment to

the general. Dumourier now informed him merely,

that it was his defign to attack Holland, without en-

tering into the detail of his plan, left he fhould be

betrayed by the indifcretion or the difhonefty of the

clerks of the war office.

Pache, a little while before his quitting the mi-

mftry, had ordered the demolition of the fmall part

of the fortifications of Mons and Tournay which

then remained. Thefe imprudent orders had dif-

gufted the inhabitants of thofe two cities. General

Dumourier fufpended the execution of the order
;

and, he not only defired the new minifter of war to

revoke it, but flrongly recommended him to repair

the fortifications of thofe two places, with the ut-

mofl
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mod difpatch. He alfo counfelled him to fortify

with equal fpeed the flrong place of the caftle of

Huy ; to make ditches round Malines, which might

eafily be put into a date of defence by inundations

;

to ered ftrong batteries at Oftend, Nieuport, and

Dunkirk, in order to ftrengthen our frontiers on

that fide, in the probable cafe of our being obliged

to evacuate Belgium. General Dumourier further

advifedBournonville to compleat the lines from Dun-

kirk to Bergues ; to form an intrenched camp at

Mount CafTeil ; and to fortify Orchies between Lifle,

Douay, and Conde ; Bavay, as an out-poft to Quef-

noy, between Conde and Maubeuge; and Beau-

mont, between Maubeuge and Philippeville.

Such were the counfels refpe&ing the fortifying

that frontier which were given by General Dumou-

rier, although he is accufed of having betrayed his

country. General Dumourier faithfully ferved his

country till the moment that he quitted her ; and he

will again ferve her, with the fame zeal and fide-

lity, if he mould ever fee her governed by a King,

under the fanction of a Conftitution. Had his

counfels been followed, the combined armies would

have been detained longer on the exterior frontier,

by that line of ports* and would not have penetrated

fo eafily into France.

General Dumourier alfo requefled Bournonville

to fend him reinforcements of men ; and to order

General D'Argon to join him, with fome able engi-

neers, having to make a campaign that would abound

in fieges. Bournonville acceded to all Dumourier's

requefts, as far as was in his power, with great

P promptitude -

?
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promptitude ; and Genera! D'Arcon arrived at the

army immediately afterward.

This general,, although one of the belt, engineers

and one or the worthieft men in France, had been

accufed of ariftocracy by the well known Prince of

HeiTe; a contemptible Jacobin ; and had been de-

prived of his command ; but General Dumourier,

who had long been acquainted with his merit, ref-

tored him to the fervice of his country, and found

him worthy of the truft repofed in him.

General de Flers commanded at Bruges, He was

a brave man ; but was opinionated, and did not pof-

fefs much capacity Having received a wound with

a mufket ball in the camp of Maulde, Dumourier

made him major-general ; and afterward fent him to

Bruges, to take upon him the command in Weft

Flanders, and had given him orders to receive the

reinforcement of 10,000 men, which Pache had

marched into that country on the General's re-

quefl.

When Dumourier arrived at Bruges, de Flers

laid before him a plan which he had formed for fur-

prifing the city of Sluys. The general pretended to

adopt the plan ; and fent de Flers to Bournonville,

with a requeit to give de Flers a body of 5 or

6000 men and a fmall train of artillery, to enable

him to menace Dutch Flanders. The requeft was

complied with, fpeedily and compleatly.

The general had no defign that de Flers mould at-

tack the Dutch towns in Flanders, which it was not

poffible for him to take; but he placed this fmall

body of men under his orders, to be ready to replace,

on the fide of Antwerp and Breda, the forces that

the
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the general mould march into Holland. And he

knew that the aflembling this fmall army in the

neighbourhood of Bruges would ftill aid in deceiv-

ing the Dutch refpecling the general's defigns, es-

pecially as de Flers was himfelf deceived, and made

ferious preparations for his expedition'.

General Dumourier had left all the officers of his

flaffat Liege, together with his Aids-de camp, and

was accompanied only by his faithful Baptifle. He
had alfo left his equipage with the grand army, to

favour the opinion that he defigned to return ; and

had only ordered a few horfes to attend him at Ant-

werp, under pretence of vifiting the cantonments

on the Meufe. To form his ftaff therefore, he fent

for four of his officers, at the head of whom he

placed Colonel Thouvenot, brother to the general of

the fame name. This officer, who, under every cir-

cumftance, has been the zealous friend of General

Dumourier, abounded in courage, information, and

refources of mind. He was in an eminent degree

important to the general during the campaign in Hol-

land ; and when they quitted the army together ren-

dered the general every fervice in his power.

The prefence of General Thouvenot was neceffary

to the grand army. He was the only officer that

perfectly underftood the details of duty in winter

quarters ; and was the only one that had influence

enough to heal the frequent quarrels that happened

among the generals. It was known that he pofifefled

the entire confidence of Dumourier, and alfo that

his merit entitled him to that confidence ; and, al-

though he was not the better beloved on that ac-

D 2 count,
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count, it obtained him a greater degree of refpefl:

;

and, it being known that he was perfectly acquaint-

ed with the general's intentions, his opinion was re-

ceived with the fame deference that was paid to the

general's orders.

There was no other Commilfary with the army,

than Petit-Jean, to provide magazines and every

thing necelfary for the fiege of Maeftricht, and for

the cantonments between the Meufe and the Roer,

and the different quarters in Belgium. It feemed

imprudent to take him a moment from thefe multi-

plied concerns, before the arrival of Malus, who

was ftill detained at Paris, although a promife had

been made to the general that he fhould be fent to

the army.
.

Notwithstanding thefe reafons, Dumourier order-

ed General Thouvenot and Petit-Jean to attend him

at Antwerp ; and, in two days, he fettled with them

all the neceffary arrangements to enable his troops

to take the field for the expedition.

Dumourier at the fame time fent to Liege for Ge-

neral La Fayette, and Lieutenant-Colonel La Mar-

tiniere, to- form his train of artillery, which indeed

was very inconfiderable. Thefe two officers ferved

him with a zeal and knowledge deferving of the

higheft eulogiums.

On the departure of Thouvenot and Petit-Jean,

General Dumourier gave them inftructions for a

new levy of twenty-five battalions of Belgians, con-

Ming of 800 men each, and he charged the gene-

rals and other officers commanding in the different

provinces with the execution of thefe orders, and.

4 appointed
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appointed Thouvenot infpector general and Petit-

Jean commiffary general : in purfuance of a decree

of the National Convention, which placed thofe

troops on the footing of French foldiers. Till that

period, the Belgic Provinces had made levies of le-

gions, regiments, and corps at their pleafure. Thefe

troops were filled with a difproportionate number of

officers, and were paid on the credit of the Belgic

military committee, the members of which were

very ignorant and difhoneft, and were governed by

General Roziere, who had formerly been an officer

in the fervice of France, and was neither a man of

honour nor talents.

General Valence, on his route from Paris, pafled

through Antwerp to take Dumourier's orders. Du-
mourier communicated his entire plan to Valence ;

and informed him that he was to cover the fiege of

Maeftricht, with the army under his command, till

Miranda mould depart forNimeguen, and afterward

to continue the fiege, if the town mould not be then

taken. He recommended to the general to vifit all

the winter quarters of the army, to choofe a proper

pofition for the covering army, to watch the mo-

tions of the enemy, and to hold himfelf ready to

engage them if they mould endeavour to relieve

Maeftricht, which was reafonably to be expected.

Above all things, he recommended him to act with

promptnefs and vigour ; to concert meafures fincere*

ly and cordially with General Miranda ; and to con-

fult General Thouvenot, whofe knowledge could

not fail to be of infinite fervice to him. At the

fame
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fame time, be fent orders to Lanoue to obey Gene-

ral Valence.

The Committee of Finance of the Convention,

miftrufting the generals, or being defirous of coun-

teracting and infuking them, had ordered the trea-

fury to furnifh no more money to the troops than

their pay, and not to appropriate fums for the other

expences, although the troops were in want of fhoes,

cloaths and arms. The paymatter of the army fup-

plied no more for the troops deftined againft Hol-

land, than the pay of fifteen days, which amounted

only to 240,000 livres ; and the troops did not even

cofl the nation that fum, fince they lived at the ex-

pence of the country. The expedition however

was attended with prodigious incidental expences.

Notwithftanding the rapacity and unjuft conduct

of the French in Belgium, the whole of that nation

rendered juftice to the conduct of General Dumou-
rier. In no city of Europe are there a greater

number of wealthy inhabitants than at Antwerp.

After the commerce of that city had fallen into

decay, the inhabitants had fubftituted the moil: rigid

ceconomy in the place of that refource. Their ex-

pences were ufually confined within the bounds of

a part of their revenues, fo that their fortunes could

not but accumulate greatly. General Dumourier

aflembled the magiftrates and principal citizens, and

opened a loan of 1200,000 florins. A merchant

named Verbrouck was charged with the receipt of

the money, and the commif'iary Petit-Jean with the

fuperintendance of its expenditure. The loan pro-

duced 200,000 florins, which in the end was an in-

ellimable
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eftimable refource. It ferved to cloath and arm the

legion of the North, the buffers of the Republic,

and feveral other French and Belgic corps. Gene-

ral Dumourier, who never had leifure even to ex-

amine the accounts of the expenditure, and who

was in Holland while it was received and expend-

ed, has been calumniated on this ground alfo. He
was charged in the Jacobin Society, and afterward in

the Convention, with having appropriated this fum

to his own ufe. But he whofe mind is occupied

with great and interefting concerns, is not liable to

be greatly tempted by the love of wealth.

General Dumourier, before he entered Holland,

published a manifefto, with which the Houfe of

Orange has been juftly offended. That declaration,

it is true, in a war of ordinary circumftances had

been very unjufl and unwife, although we have been

accuftomed to fee hoftilities between the molt civi-

lized nations preceded by mutual abufe and accufa-

tions. But it would be a wrong done to General

Dumourier, to impute, to his moral character, ac-

tions that were impofed upon him by his public

fituation. He was called upon to give encourage-

ment to a very confiderable party in the Dutch na-

tion, who were difpirited by former misfortunes

;

and to terrify the partizans of the Stadtholder. It

became him, in the flation he filled, to feparate the

people of Holland from the caufe of the Stadtholder,

fince the Dutch nation, had it been left to her to

determine, would have avoided the war, dreading

it as altogether contrary to her interefts. Dumou-
rier's
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rier's declaration refulted from thefe circumftances

;

and, befide, it was neceffary to fcreen the general

from the cenfure and refentment of the National

Convention, till he mould be able to penetrate with

fuccefs into Holland.

The preparations of which we have fpoken were

made, and the army affembled with every neceflary,

in ten days ; and the advanced guard entered

Holland, on the 17th of February. The mod im-

portant difficulty was, to conceal the inconfiderable

amount of this fmali army. And, in that, the ge-

neral fucceeded fo perfectly, that the troops them-

felves were perfuaded that they were not lefs than

30,000 ftrong ; while the Dutch imagined they

had to contend with an immenfe army ; in which

opinion, they were confirmed by the inhabitants of

Antwerp, who extremely exaggerated the number of

troops, which pafled through that city.

CHAP.



CHAP. III.

JJembling the Army. Its amount. Firjl movements.

General Dumourier's meeting with the Swedifh Am-

baffador. 'Taking of Breda, Klundert, and Ger-

truydenberg. Siege of Williamfladt. Blockade of

Bergen-op-Zoom, and Steenberg. Summons given

to Heufden. General Dwnourier at the Moor

Dyke. Preparations for pajfing to Dort, by the

Moor-Dyke and Roowaert. Second projecl of paf~

fing by Geriruydenburg. The General receives Or'

ders to join the Grand Army : Departs* Inflec-

tions given to General de Flers.

THE greater part of the army entered the Dutch

territories on the 17th of February, and were flati-

oned in cantonments, clofely connected with each

other, and extending from Bergen-op-Zoom, to

within a league of Breda. The artillery was not yet

ready ; and the general, having various orders to

give relative to his expedition, to the army of the

Meufe, and the affairs of Belgium, was detained at

Antwerp till the 220*, when he departed with the

artillery and the remainder of the troops.

The army was compofed of twenty-one battalions,,

befide the cavalry and light troops. Thefe twenty-

one battalions, if compleat, would have amounted

to near 14,000 men ; but there were not above

10,000 under arms. Of thefe, there were only two
battalions that were troops of the line, the 90th re-

giment formerly the regiment of Conti, which

E had
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had never ieen any fervice, and the National gen-

darmerie.

Three battalions of the volunteers had ferved in

the preceding campaign in Flanders. The reft

were new levies, the greater part of whom were boys

of thirteen and fixteen years of age. There were

but eight battalions that had cannon. The cavalry

amounted to a 1000 men, confuting ofa icoexcellent

troopers of the 20th regiment; 5©of the 6'ih regiment;

the 8th regiment of huffars, amounting to nearly 300

men, who were new levies, and were ill armed and

ill mounted ; a hundred Belgic huffars, that were

Very good foldiers ; eighty Dutch dragoons ; and

300 horfe of the legion of the North, commanded

by Colonel Weftermann. Thefe lalt were new le-

vies, and altogether undifciplined. The light troops

were, three Dutch battalions making about 1500

men, and who conducted themfelves with great bra-

very during the expedition ; a corps of 1000 Belgi-

ans, raifed at Bruges and Ghent, of which 200 were

light horfe difmounted ; and the infantry of the le-

gion of the North, to the number of 1 200, who

were by no means good foldiers, and were very

much given to marauding. This army, which

amounted to 18,000 men, muttered no more than

13,700 men fit for fervice. The artillery confifted

of four 12 pounders, eight 8 pounders, four mor-

tars of 10 inches, twenty hand-grenades, and four

howitzeis.

General Dumourier divided this little army into

four divilions. The advanced guard, commanded

by General Berneron, was compofed of two batta-

lions
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lions of National guards, two battalions of Dutch

refugees, the Belgic corps, a party of the legion of

the North, the fifty dragoons of the 6th regiment,

the eighty Dutch dragoons, and the cavalry of the

legion of the North. The right divifion confuted

of nine battalions of National guards, and the two

battalions of Gendarmerie, (which could not be

reckoned as making more than one battalion);, h

the half of the French huflars, and was commanded
by General d'Arcon, affiited by Colonel Wefter-

mann. The left divifion, commanded by Colonel

Le Clerc, colonel of the regiment of Bouillon, was

c impofed of nine battalions, (one of which confid-

ed of troops of the line,) and the remainder of the

8th regiment of huifars.

It is to be obferved that this regiment of huflaKS

rema ned behind for want of horfes and arms, and

afterward joined the army at Breda, in a Mate aimoft

unfit for fervice ; and the general was obliged to

break the colonel named Dumont, who had been a

taylor of Lifle, (a drunken, ignorant, and difhoneft

man, but a vehement Jacobin) and to give the re-

giment to lieutenant colonel Morgan, one of the

general's aids-du-camp.

The rear-guard of the army was compofed of a

battalion of National guards; a Dutch battalion;

two hundred Belgians ; a hundred troopers of the

20th regiment; and a hundred of the Belgic hufTars

;

and was commanded by Colonel Tilly, an aid-du-

camp of the general. A part of the artillery was at-

tached to each of thefe divifions.

E 2 With
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With this fmall army, the general undertook the

conqueft of Holland. But he had a powerful party

in the country, who expecled him with impatience,

and were ready to declare themfelves on his pene-

trating into the country. He had neither time, on
account of the neceffary rapidity of his movements,

nor means, for want of good officers in the different

corps, to form and difcipline thefe troops. But they

were ardent, courageous, and impatient for action

;

and the enterprize they were undertaking had a

boldnefs in it, that extremely well fuited the genius

of the nation. The general informed this little

army of the rigour of the climate into which they

were going ; the number of ftrong places, furround-

ed by inundations, to be taken j and the canals and

arms of the fea to be croffed. But while he told

them of thefe obftacles, he declared to them that,

being once arrived in Holland, they would be joined

by numerous friends, and would find provifions, mo-

ney, and every thing they wanted, in abundance.

The French foldier pofTefTes great fenfibility and

underftanding ; and is not to be conducted with

fuccefs by the ordinary means of military men. If

his general have the good fenfe to unfold to him the

obftacles of an enterprize, he thinks no longer of

any thing but conquering them, and actually makes

the enterprize an affair of pleafure. But if the dan-

ger be concealed from him, he. is confounded in

difcovering it ; and if he be once difpirited, or ra-

ther difgufted with being led blindly to a defpe-

rate talk, he gives way to miftruft, and it becomes

impoffible

A
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lmpoflible to rally him ; or afterward to controul

him *.

Dumourier had caafed General Berneron to

march forward, on the 16th, with the advanced

guard ; promifing that he mould be fupported fhort-

ly by the reft of the army. In written inftruclions

which he delivered to General Berneron, he order-

ed him inftantly to fend a detachment, confiding of

800 infantry and 100 cavalry, commanded by lieu-

tenant-colonel Daendels, a Dutch refugee, to the

Moor Dyke, in order to-feize upon all the vefiels

he mould find there, or at Swaluve, or Roowaert

:

to poll the remainder of his divifion along the little

river of Merck, from Oudenbofch and Sevenbergen

to Breda: and to throw a bridge over the river

Merck, in order to fecure a communication with

lieutenant-colonel Daendels, and to be able to fup-

port him againft any forties that might be made by

the neighbouring garrifons.

In Bergen-up-Zoom, Gertruydenberg, and Breda,

there were three regiments of dragoons, amounting

to more than all the cavalry of General Dumourier,

and a fufficient number of infantry to act with them.

It is certain that if thefe had been alfembled toge-

ther, and had been joined by the cavalry of Bois-le-

Duc, and Heufden, they would have been fuffici-

ently ftrong to have compelled the advanced guard

to retire, and thereby to have ruined the expedition.

But Dumourier knew that there was not any one of

of the Dutch generals charged with the defence of

* This is a divine picture of a foldier.

the
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the country, or who had authority to draw all the

cavalry together ; and he was certain that the offi-

cers who commanded in the different towns, having

no plan of general defence, would attend only to

the danger which threatened them refpectively, and

would not hazard any part of their garrifons, againil

an army, which each of them believed to be very

ftrong, and which appeared by the extent of its

cantonments to menace feveral cities at once. Be-

fide, that the commanding officers of the garrifons

were fufficiently embarraffed in preparing means for

their defence ; not having expected fo fudden an at-

tack, and in this early part of the feafon.

On the 22d, the general arrived at his firft poft
;

and was aftonifhed and afflicted to find that his or-

ders had not been executed. No part of the ad-

vanced guard had yet paffed the Merck ; by which

neglect, time was given to the Dutch to withdraw

all their veffels from the Moor Dyke to the fide of

Dort, and place them under the protection of three

guardmips, which were on that ftalion. This firfl

error rendered the general's paffage to Dort extreme-

ly difficult and almoft impracticable, unlefs he could

obtain other boats in the place of thefe he had ex-

pected to feize.

He inftantly commanded Berneron and Daendels

to pufh forward ; and General d'Arcon to inveffc

Breda with the right divifion ; and colonel le Clerc

ciofely to blockade Bergen-op-Zoom, and Steen-

berg, with the left. The officers who commanded

in thofe two lad places abandoned all their out-

pods. Colonel le Clerc made himfelf mafter of the

fmall
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fmall fort of Blaw-fluys, at a little diftance from

Steenberg, which place he fummoned to furrender.

The garrifon of Bergen-op-Zoom, made two or

three inconfiderable Tallies ; which produced no

other effect than the defertion of fome of their men,

who entered into the Dutch legion.

General Bumourier proceeded, with his rear

guard, between the two divifions of his army, to

Sevenbergen ; fending his advanced guard forward

to Klundert and Williamftadt, with orders to befiege

thofe two places. And he commanded Lieutenant-

Colonel Daendels to poll himfelf at Nordfchantz,

in order to cut off the communication between

Williamftadt and Klundert. This officer feized

three veffels at Nordfchantz.

The general appointed Meffrs. Koch and De Nifs,

to be colonels. The former of them, who was an

eloquent fpeaker, and a man of enterprifing cha-

racter, was ordered to affift Daendels ; and the latter,

a man of information and temperate courage, ac-

companied the general.

Dumourier did not conceal from himfelf the dif-

ficulty of paffing to Don, by the Moor Dyke.

The following was the plan firft projected for that

purpofe. Koch and Daendels, according to the in-

ftructions given to Berneron, were to proceed by

the 17th to the Moor Dyke with 900 men, fupport*

ed by the whole of the advanced guard, ported on

the Merck. They were to collect all the veffels they

could find on that fide ; and, on the 21ft or 2 2d at

the tunned, embarking all the men they could

crowd into thefe veffels, were to pafs to Dprt, which

they
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they had reafon to hope would join them ; and,

aided by the inhabitants, were to difarm the gar-

rifon, confiding of 250 men, unlefs they fliould be

willing to incorpovate themfelves with the army.

There were more than a hundred vefiels lying at

Dort. Thefe they were to conduct to the Moor

Dyke ; and, arming three or four of the Iargeft

with cannon, were to fend '•hem forward to drive

off the three ijmiall guard (hips. Indeed it was pro-

pofed to make themfelves mafters of thefe verTels by

boarding them, they being both ill-armed and ill-

manned.

The plan thus far accomplifhed, the main body

of the army was to proceed toSevenbergen, Ouden-

bofch, Moor Dyke and Swaluve ; and, from thence,

to pafs to Dort, in one or two divifions : Their em-

barkation being protected, by the rear guard, who
were to deftroy the bridge that mould be thrown

over the Merck, and to prevent the garrifons, that

might attempt to harafs the army, from palling the

river. The army being once arrived at Dort there

was no longer any obflacle to be feared.

On the evening in which General Dumourier

quitted Antwerp, he met, at a little village on his

route, the Baron de Stael, who formerly had been

AmbaiTador from Sweden to France, and was now
going to Paris. The Baron fupped with Dumou-
rier, and informed him that every part of Germany

and Holland through which he had pafied was friend-

ly to the General's enterprife j and that at Utrecht

he was impatiently expected. He alfo confirmed

the intelligence, which the General had already re-

ceived,
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ceived, that the party of the Stadtholder were in

the greateft confiernation. Without endeavouring

to difcover the object of the Baron's journey, the

General counfelled him to wait the iiThe of the

prefent expedition before he mould explain bimfelf

confidentially to the French Miniftry, that he might

not too haflily pledge his court to any certain line

of conduct, or expofe his meafures to be afterward

difowned ; and he advifed him by all means to be

filent, at Paris, on every fubjecr. but fuch as he was

willing fnould be known to the whole world. This

LTinifter affured the General that he was going to

Paris on his private concerns. Dumourier before

his departure from Antwerp, had given the fame

coimfel to a perfonage from Poland, of very high

rank and confequence; who, being on his route,

had paid a vifit to the General at his quarters. In-

deed, the General's maxim uniformly was to take

every opportunity of preventing foreign courts from

pledging themfelves to a miniftry, the flave of an

aflembly of 700 men without prudence, experience

or honor.

Dumourier's original plan was totally deranged

by the negligence of the officers, to whom he had

entrufted the advanced guard, and the execution of

his firft operations. But he did not abandon his

hopes of fuccefs. He concerted new means. In

the canals between Oudenbofch and Sevenbergen,

he found 23 veffels from 20 to 70 tons. He order-

ed one of his Commiflaries, named Bourfier, an in-

defatigable and intelligent man, to make them fit to

carry 1200 men; and to mount four of them with

F cannon,
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cannon, for the advanced guard of this little fqua-

dron. He imprefied all the carpenters and failors of

the fmall ports that are to be found in that part, and

afligned them very confiderable pay, on the funds

already raifed by the Dutch Committee, on the credit

of the property of the Prince of Orange and his

known partizans.

From the moment that Dumouner entered Hol-

land the army no longer cod the French treafury

any thing more than the daily pay. The inhabi-

tants, of their own accord, furnilhed provifions and

forage, as well as money to forward the expedition.

Never was army received with fuch cordiality ; nor

ever did foldiers lefs merit fuch reception ; the Gen-

darmerie and light troops indulging themfelves in

rapine and every fpecies of oppreflion. But, from

the difgrace of this conduct, the troops of the line

and national guards are to be wholly exempted ;

fmce, on all occafions, thefe conducted themfelves

with urbanity and juflice.

As it demanded time to prepare the veflels, the

general made another important change in his firft

plan. According to that, he meant to deceive and

evade the ftrong places ; and, dealing as it were be-

tween them, to embark dire&ly at the Moor Dyke,

After that he would have had time to harrafs thofe

places ; and, relying on the weaknefs of the garri-

fons, and inexperience of the commanding officers,

he calculated on making himfelf mafter of at lean:

one of them, which event would give great re-

lief to his arms and furnifh him with artillery and

ammunition, in both of which he was extremely ill

provided.

He
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He refolved to undertake no one fiege in form.

—

To prefs a regular fiege forward with vigour, he muft

have aflembled his little army in one point, and

thereby have given the enemy an opportunity of

knowing its weaknefs ; and, being no longer mafter

of the country, it would have been eafy for the gar-

rifons that were not attacked to recover from their

furprife, aiTemble troops to cut off his communicati-

on with Antwerp, drive away his workmen, and de-

ftroy his little fleet, without which he had nothing

to hope. Wherefore, while Colonel Le Clerc con-

tinued to blockade Bergen-op-zoom and Steenberg,

he ordered General d'Arcon to attack Breda, and

his advanced guard at the fame time to fall upon

Klundert.

Breda is a town celebrated for its flrength. It

was furniihed with two hundred pieces of cannon,

was well palifadoed, and protected by an inundation.

Twelve hundred infantry, and a regiment of dra>

goons, garrifoned the place ; but the Governor, the

Count de Byland, was a courtier, and had feen no

fervice. The troops bought their bread at the

bakers, their meat at the butchers, without having

any magazines. The Dutch towns are raoft of them

well protected by inundations, and abound with

flrong exterior works ; but are greatly deficient in

cafemates, 2nd the inhabitants are greatly difaffe&ed

to the government.

General d'Arcon, without opening any trenches 9

erected two batteries of four mortars and four how-

itzers, extremely near the town, on the fide of the

village of Hage. The enemy anfwered by a very

F 2 briuV
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brifk fire, during three days ; on the fourth, Gene-

ral d'Arcon had no more than fixty bombs left, and

muft have been under the necefiity of raifmg the

fiege after throwing them into the place. At this

moment, Colonel Philip de Vaux, an Aid-de-Carnp

of General Dutnourier, entered the place to fum-

mon it for the fecond time, and reprefented to the

Count de Byland, that General Durnourier was on

the point of arriving with his whole army, and that

then no quarters would be given to the garrifon,

which fo alarmed the Governor that he capitulated

with the ccnfent of his officers. The honors of war

and all the Governor's demands were granted him.

The French, entered the place; which, excepting

fome few houfes, was not at all damaged. They

found two hundred and fifty bouches a feu*, near

three hundred thoufand weight of powder, and five

thoufand fufees, of which they were in great want.

This fiege did not coft more than twenty men on

each fide. The French carried their temerity fo far

as to dance the Carmagnole on the glacis, on the fide

which was not inundated. Thirty dragoons of the

yegiment of Byland fallied out upon thefe men,

killed fome, and returned with fix prifoners,

having loft two or three men and fome of their

horfes.

The befieging army amounted to no more than

five thoufand men ; and, of thefe, twelve hundred

were detached to feize upon feveral forts on the flui-

ces, on the fide of Huefden.

* The translator does not know what thofe are.

Klundert
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Klundert was taken two days after the furrender

of Breda. The works of this fmall fort were ex-

tremely regular, and the place was protected by in-

undations that entirely furrounded it. It was de-

fended with great vigour, but with little judgment,

by a lieutenant colonel in the Dutch fervice, who
was a Weftphalian. He had no more than a hun-

dred and fifty men in the place. General Berneron

had erected a battery of four cannon and a number

of fmall mortars clofe behind the dyke, at a hun-

dred and fifty tojfes from the place -, fo that the

houfes of that fmall city were ahnoft entirely de-

ftroyed. The commanding officer, after keeping

up an almofl inceiTant fire during feveral days with

little effect, and having no longer any flicker for his

troops, refolved to fpike his cannon, and to endea-

vour to retreat with the remainder of his garrifon to

Williamftadt. He was intercepted by a detachment

of the Dutch refugees, commanded by Lieutenant

Colonel Hartmann, whom he fhot dead, receiving

at the fame time a ball which killed him on the fpot,

and his men were made prifoners. The French car-

ried the body of this officer to Klundert, after hav-

ing taken the keys of the town, which were found

in his pocket.

In this place were found fifty-three pieces of can-

non, fome mortars, a great quantity of bombs and

fhot, and about eighty thoufand weight of powder.

General Dumourier loft no time in fending Ber-

neron to befiege Williamftadt. And it was with

the ammunition and artillery of Klundert that the

new liege was undertaken.

Dumourier
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Dumourier alfo ordered General d'Argon to com-

mence the fiege of Gertruydenberg. This fmail

town was ill defended on the fide of Ramfdoneck,

having in that quarter only a flight pallifadoe along

the river, and being commanded by neighbouring

heights. But on the left fide of the Donge, it

was protected by an extehfive inundation, and by

two lines of extremely ftrong outworks, which could

not have been carried in three weeks, had they

been ably and vigorouily defended. The gar-

rifon was compoled of the regiment of Hirtzel,

amounting to between eight or nine hundred men,

and of a fine regiment of dragoons belonging to the

•Stadtholder's guard. The governor, named Be-

dault, a major general in the fervice, was an old

man of eighty. General d'Argon began the attack

with cannon and mortars that he brought from Bre-

da. All the outworks were carried, or abandoned

by the enemy, on the fecond day. D'Argon erect-

ed batteries on fome of them ; and after a few fhot

were exchanged, Colonel de Vaux entered the place,

the capitulation was fettled, the honors of war were

granted, and General Dumourier, who had arrived

mean while, dined with the old General Bedault,

who acknowledged to him that he had furrendered

becaufe he had been difappointed in his expectations

of receiving veffels from Dort or Goreum, to enable

him to evacuate the place. A few bombs had fallen

on the city and one on the general's houfe.

During dinner, a meffenger came to inform the

governor that the terms of the capitulation had been

violated by a lieutenant-colonel of the National

guards, who, being drunk, infolently infifted on

4 entering
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entering the city in fpite of the centinels, and had

attempted to difcharge a piftol at the lieutenant-co-

lonel of the regiment of Hirtzel. General Dumou-
rier ordered the drunkard to be brought into the

room, tore the epaulet from his moulder, and re-

duced him to the ranks, to the great adonifhment of

the officers of the garrifon,v. who interceded for his

pardon.

General Dumourier converfed much with this gar-

rifon, which confided of exceeding fine troops. He
has frequently fince thought of an exprefiion of the

lieutenant colonel of the regiment of Hirtzel, who,

walking with him on the ramparts, faid, Hodie mihi,

eras tibi. The honed Swifs fpoke prophetically.

This new conqued gave us a hundred and fifty

bouches a feu, two hundred thoufand weight of

powder, a quantity of bombs and ball, twenty-five

hundred new fufees, and what was mod effential an

excellent port, and more than thirty veiTels of vari-

ous fizes. We had alfo taken five vefTels at Breda.

This was in the beginning of March. While

thefe fieges were carrying forward, the general pafled

the greater part of the time at the Moor Dyke,

whence, it being in the centre of his operations, he

directed the fieges on his right and left, and fuper-

intended the fitting out of his fquadron. His com-

mifiary Bourfier having, with incredible exertions,

found means to arm twenty-three vefTels, and to

victual them for twelve hundred men, the general

fent them down the canal of Sevenbergen to Roo-

waert, which is a fmall creek, lying a quarter of a

league weft of the Moor Dyke.

On
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On the day the general eftablifhed his quarters in

this village with an hundred Dutch chaffeurs and

fifty dragoons, he was cannonaded the whole day,

by the three guard mips. Having pofted his chaf»

feurs along the Dyke., by which two men were killed

on board the veffels, he compelled them to abandon

their fituatioh. A few days after, he ordered

twelve twenty-four pounders from Breda, together

with ammunition, and conftrucled feveral batteries,

one of which was at Roowaert, to protect the failing

of his fquadron, and the reft at the Moor Dyke to

cover his embarkment. He was perfuaded that his

cannon would carry more than half way over the

canal; and indeed the enemy's armed (hips did not

again approach the fide occupied by the French.

He caufed huts covered with draw to be raifed

along the fands from Roowaert to Swaluve. There

the foldiers amufed themfelves and were extremely

happy, but impatient to crofs to Dort. Dumourier

jeftingly told them that they refembled beavers ; and

he named this aquatic cantonment, the camp of

Beavers. Provisions were in plenty ; the water was

not bad; and brandy was" didributed to the troops

every morning. The general gave his troops an

example of firmnefs; and was lodged, and lived

like the reft.

In this expedition, the general chalked himfelf

out a fyfrem for carrying on war in countries over-

flowed by water. It would not be impoffible, by

means of dykes, to march over any part of Holland,

to conduct artillery, and eftablhh batteries at plea-

iure: excepting in the cafe of being oppofed by gun-

boats,
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boats, when it would be neceffary to have an ade=

quate force of the fame nature.

General Dumourier had, among his battalions of

Volunteers, feveral men from Gafcony, Brittany,

Normandy, and Dunkirk. Of thefe men he form-

ed a body from four to five hundred failors, giving

them twenty fols per day in addition to their pay.

The general's fquadron at Roowaert was deligned to

carry his advanced guard, and he appointed an Eng-

iilh naval officer, and a lieutenant of the Dutch na-

vy, to command it ; with the afMance of fome pi-

lots belonging to the country. But the neceffary

delays had given time to the Dutch to augment con-

siderably their fquadron in the Sifios, which is the

fmall fea of the Moor Dyke. That fquadron con-

firmed already of twelve armed (hips, one of which

carried twenty guns ; and thefe veffels were difpofed

of with great judgment for oppofing the general's

paffage, and acting in concert. But Dumourier

calculated, in cafe the wind fliould be fettled, that

not more than half the fquadron could engage him,

as thofe which mould be to leeward of him would

not, in that cafe, be able to reach him.

The Dutch had alfo erected batteries at Stry, and

all along the coaft of the iiland of Dort ; which it

was faid was reinforced by 1200 of the Englifh

guards, who had landed fince the declaration of v.ar

at Helvoet-Sluys. The general however was con-

vinced that the enemy had no certain intelligence of

his plan, becaufe the Prince of Orange was making

his greateft preparations for defence at Gorcum, and

had affembled an army there to oppofe his march :

G this
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this army was as yet inconfiderable ; the re-inforce-

merits of the Englifh and emigrants augmenting it to

no more than 4000 men.

Dumourier, ftill to deceive the enemy reflecting

his real defign, continued the blockade of Bergen-

op-Zoom and Steenberg. General de Flers was re-

turned from Paris, and had obtained the reinforce-

ment that he demanded, which arrived with great

difpatch. Dumourier ordered him to occupy the

cantonments of colonel Le Clerc at Rofendael, and

round Bergen-op-Zoom with 6000 men, which or-

ders were rapidly executed. He ordered the left di-

vifion to approach Oudenbofch, and Sevenbergen.

He fent the national gendarmerie, with fome caval-

ry, from his right, to fhew themfelves on the fide

of Heufden. A lieutenant-colonel of the gendar-

merie fummoned that place j and, ridiculoufly

enough, addrefied the governor by the phrafe of ci-

tizen governor, inftead of the ufual appellation.

General Berneron continued the fiege of "William-

ftadt ; but with very ill fuccefs. He had commenc-

ed his attack at too great a diftance j and confumed

a great quantity of ammunition, without making

any progrefs. There was but one front of this town

which was open to attack, and that was extremely

narrow : and the Dutch had thrown re-inforcements

into the town by fea. Dumourier fent to the affif-

tance of General Berneron, Dubois de Crance, (an

engineer of great merit, and very different in cha-

racter from his unworthy brother, the member of

the national convention, and another engineer nam-

ed Marefcot. Thefe two valuable officers refolved

3 to
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to draw nearer the town ; and, while they were

creeling a battery at the diftance of 200 toifes from

the place, they were abandoned by their foldiers,

and were ilain in a fortie, that the enemy made on

the workmen. General Berneron, notwithftanding,

continued the fiege obftinately, which was not raifed

till after the departure of General Bumourier for

the grand army.

The general having found a confiderable quantity

of (hipping at Gertruydenberg, he refolved to ufe

them in facilitating his paffage to Dort. He had a

fufficient number of veffels at Roowaert for his ad-

vanced guard. Mailer of Breda, Klundert, and

Gertruydenberg, and leaving the corps under Ge-

neral De Flers to continue the blockade of Steen-

berg and Bergen-op-Zoom, he had fecured his rear

from being harraffed. He therefore caufed his rear

guard to advance to Swaluve, at which place there

were veffels for its embarkation ; and he refolved

to embark his right divifion in the veffels of Ger-

truydenberg.

The paffage from Gertruydenberg to the illand of

Dort is fomewhat longer than that from the Moor

Dyke. To the right, and even in front of this port,

the Bifbos is filled with fand banks, and numerous

fmali iffands detached from the main land of Gor-

cum; moft of which are covered with trees and un^

derwoocl. The armed mips of the enemy drew too

much water to 'approach, thefe iflands There were,

however, three barks each carrying four cannon,

and thirty men, Rationed at different points to guard

the paffage. Beyond thefe fmall iflands, many of

G 2
'
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which are covered by the tide at high w-ater, was

fituated an ifland much more elevated above the wa-

ter than the reft, on which, was a fmall farm be-

longing to an inhabitant of Gertruydenberg. This

ifland, which the enemy's largeft veflels could not

approach by feven or eight hundred toifes, was fe-

parated from the ifland of Dort only by a fpace of

fix hundred toifes, which was guarded by a battery

mounting fix cannon, (landing on a low and muddy

foil on the ifland of Dort, and by a frigate of four-

teen guns, Rationed under the battery.

The general refolved to land two battalions, with

fix four and twenty pounders in this ifland ; and to

erect a battery to drive off the frigate, whofe guns

appeared to be fmall. Having done this, he defign-

ed to embark with his right divifion in the fmaller

veflels belonging to Gertruydenberg and to pafs over

in the fame route=

As he might be compelled to engage one of the

veflfels of four guns, in his paflage to the ifland, he

defigned to fill feveral large fhallops with chofen men

to board that veflet, and ordered two veflels each

carrying two cannon to be reaaj to precede him,

giving the command of one to an Englifli naval

officer named White, and of the other to Lieute-

nant Colonel La Rue, an aid-de-camp of the gene~

ral, who had been in the fea fervice. Every pre-

paration was made with fuch celerity that it was the

general's defign to have attempted the paflage on the

night of the 8th or 10th. But events of a very

different nature were arriving, and the rapidity of

his firfl fucceflfes were followed by a -ftilF more ra-

pid



C 45 3

pid fucceffion of evils which decided the fate of the

war.

Dumourier in the midft of his plans, and not-

withstanding his fuccefles, had for fome days been a

prey to the greatefl uneafinefs. The fiege of Maef-

tricht had been commenced on the 20th of Febru-

ary ; but, although General Miranda had fet fire to

feveral quarters of the city, it was defended with

extreme obftinacy, by reinforcements of the emi-

grants, who aflembled there in great numbers, head-

ed by M. d' Autichamp, a lieutenant-general in *,he

army of the Prince de Conde, and an excellent offi-

cer ; to whom it is faid the Dutch owe the fafety of

the city of Maeftricht.

General Champmorin had, without any opposi-

tion, made himfelf mafter of the fort of Steven-

fwaert, on the Meufe; and alfo of fort St. MichaeL,

which commands the entrance, the left fide of that

river, of the bridge of Venloo. But he had not

been able to take poffeffion of Venloo, the Prufiians

having already entered it.

General Valence, although he poiTefied military

talents, had not acquired fufficient authority over

the troops effectually to compenfate for the abfence

of Dumourier. He remained at Liege; and had

neither raifed the winter quarters of the troops, nor

diawn them clofer together. And great mifunder-

Handings exifted among the generals.

General Stengel occupied the quarters round

Aix-la-Chapelle. He was an officer well verfed in

the difcipline and duties of light troops, and was

excellently calculated to command an advanced guard.

General Dampierre commanded in Aix-la-Cha-

pelle,
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pelle, where he was entirely taken up with his plea-

fures, and the means of gratifying his rapacity. He
was a man of a fierce, and ambitious fpirit j ram

in the extreme, but was without talent, and was

even timid at times through his exceffive ignorance.

He hated his fuperiors ; and machinated with the

Jacobins of Paris, for the fabrication of calumnies,

by which he aimed at the command of the armies.

The Prince of Cobourg, who had arrived at

Cologne, was acquainted with the mimnderftand-

ings of the generals, and the injudicious, and feeble

difpofition of the troops. Aiiimbling his army he

marched to Aldenhoven
3
where he penetrated into

the French quarters without obflacle. The French

inftantly abandoned all their pods, without making

the lead (land againft the enemy ; and fell back

upon Liege in the greateft confufion. General le

Veneur, who commanded the attack of Maefiricht

on the fide of Wyck, had the good fortune to have

fufficient time to pafs the Meufe with his cannon.

The Imperialifts entered Maefiricht. Miranda,

notwithflanding, ought to have continued the bom-

bardment from the left fide of the river ; and, col-

lecting his army between Tongres and Maefiricht,

which was a tolerable pofition, he might then have

prevented the further progrefs of the Prince of

Cobourg.

Thefe were the orders given to Miranda by Ge-

neral Dumourier, on his receiving news of the

difafler. This was alfo the advice of General Va-

lence. That General a few days afterward faved a

column confifling of twenty-feven battalions on their

retreat
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retreat from Liege, by making a vigorous charge

on the enemy, at the head of his cavalry, on the

plains of Tongres ; and Lieutenant»General Lanoue

difplayed the greateft bravery, in his retreat from

Aix-la-Chape!le.

But Miranda was difcoticerted, and loft all pre-*

fence of mind, On his own authority, he ordered

the troops to abandon the Meufe. The Imperialifts

followed up their victory, palled the Meufe, entered

Liege, and took poffeffion of the French magazines*

which were confiderable, efpecially in the article of

clothing. So great was the confternation in the

French army, that, excepting the heavy artillery

which was carried off to Lou vain, and from thence

to Tournay, every thing was abandoned, including

even the baggage of the troops.

The two generals, Miranda and Valence, af-

fembied their forces in the camp of Louvain.

Champmorin, who could no longer maintain his

pofition on the left fide of the Meufe, evacuated

Stevenfwaert, and Fort St. Michael, (in which places

he ought to have left garrifons) and retreated to

Died. General la Marliere, who was at Rure-

monde, fell back to the fame place. This retreat

left the Pruffians mailers of the Lower Meufe.

They had it in their power inflantly to have eroded

the country of Gampine ; and, by the route of Ant-

werp or Bois-Je-Duc, might have fallen on the rear

of the French army in Holland. Prince Frederick

of Brunfwick loft this important opportunity ; and

General Dumourier, availing himfelf of the neelecl:,.-

afterward placed his army in fecurity.

The
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The troops under Miranda and Valence* were

utterly difcouraged. They openly blamed and me-

naced their general officers, more efpecially Miran-

da, who was in confiderable danger of his life. At

length however General Valence, aided by the pru-

dence of General Thouvenot, reftored fome degree

of order in the army. But the defertiort of the

troops was enormous. More than io,ooo men ab-

folutely returned to France. The army loudly de-

manded the prefence of General Dumourier. The

commiffioners of the Convention difpatched courier

after courier, urging his departure for Louvain.

The general conftantly anfwered them, that they

might maintain the army in its prefent pofition ; and

that (till there was nothing to be feared if they gave

him time to accomplish his prefent object. This was

true. General Valence, and General Thouvenot,

were of the fame opinion. But now Miranda now

betrayed a terror altogether proportioned to the

rafhnefs which had hitherto governed him, which

juftified the difpatches of General Valence, who

from the firft predicted this check, while Miranda's

letters uniformly aflerted, that the army of the Im-

perialifts was not to be feared. And certainly his

opinion would have been juft, if the French had

taken a judicious pofition, with an equal force,

which they might and ought to have done. It was

to be prefumed that the Prince of Cobourg would

not have chofen to hazard a battle ; or, if he had,

the French had no reafon to fear the iffue.

The commifTioners of the Convention hurried

precipitately to Paris. They made a report fo

alarming,
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alarming, and painted the confternation of the fo!»

diers in fuch ftrong colours, that it was univerfally

acknowledged, that General Dumourier could alona

flop the progrefs of the difalter, and fave the army.

He was commanded, in the mod abfolme terms, to

abandon the expedition of Holland, and inftantly to

put hirnfelf at the head of the grand army. He re-

ceived the order on the evening of the 8th of March,

and departed on the 9th, in a (late bordering on

defpair.

Dumourier gave the command of his army to Ge-

neral de Flers, He knew the capacity of this gene-

ral to be inadequate to the talk ; but he had not

Another general officer he could put in his place.

General d'Arcon was extremely afflicted with the

gout, and could not keep the field, and had even re-

fufe'd the rank of lieutenant-general, which Dumou-
rier would have obtained for him, as a reward for

the taking of Breda. He retired to Antwerp. Lieu-

tenant General Maraffe, ah old foldier, who com-

manded at Antwerp;, could not, on account of his

great age, be entrufted in an active fituation, although

he was a man of courage and experience. And it

was Dumourier's defign to fend General Miranda

into Holland, on his arrival at the grand army.

Dumourier left Colonel Thouvenot, who was the

foul of his little army, with General de Flers. He
gave the colonel a copy of the inftructions he had de-

livered to General de Flers, whom he recommended

to undertake no enterprise without the concurrence

of Colonel Thouvenot. He ordered him inftantly

to attempt the paffage of Gertruydenberg ; and, in

cafe of fuccefs, to forward difpatches to Dumourier,

H and
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and to remain at Dort till he fhould receive his fur-

ther instructions.

But the departure of General Dumourier, utterly

difpirited this army. Thofe who had been moft for-

ward, impatient, and daring, on every occafion,

now confidered the undertaking to be impracticable.

In truth, it became fuch fhortly afterward. The

Dutch fquadron being reinforced, and the Pruffians

being on their march by Bois-le-duc, de Flers, in

purfuit of his instructions in the cafe of the paffage

to Dort not taking place, threw himfelf into Breda,

with fix battalions and two hundred horfe. Colonel

Tilly into Gertruydenberg, with three battalions,

and fifty horfe. The remainder of the army return-

ed fafely to Antwerp, owing to the good conduct of

Colonel de Vaux, and Colonel Thouvenot. Thofe

officers withdrew from the batteries of the Moor

Dyke, with the greateft prudence, and conftancy ;

and although the army was thrown into diforder,

they effected the retreat without lofs. The fortifi-

cations of Klundert were blown up by Thouvenot,

who had not time to put that fmall fort in a ftate of

defence.

And thus terminated Dumourier's enterprize

againft Holland. An enterprize, projected and be-

gun in ten days, which did not burthen France with

the additional charge of one fol, and which probably

had fucceeded, but for the unfortunate retreat of

Aix-la-Chapelle.

Two ftrong places were acquired in this expediti-

on, by which the progrefs of the enemy might have

been arretted j and which might have ferved as ma-

3 gazines,
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gazines, and a place of arms, if the defign of enter-

ing Holland had been refumed. In a word, France

reaped no difgrace in this quarter. But now Du-

mourier's profpe£ts were once more changed ; and

he was again compelled to form new plans, as well

refpeclmg the interior fituation of France, as with

refpecl: to ber enemies.

C H A

K25S?iS?^V3?3»^» =•

The General arrives at Antwerp. Sends the Agents

of the Executive Power from that Town. Arrives

at Brujfels. Addreffes the Reprejentatives of the

People* Writes to the Convention. Arrefts Chepy,

and Efiienne. Several Proclamations. Arrives on,

the i $th of March at Lou-vain. The Commijjion-

ers of the Convention come to that City to meet the

General,

NOTWITHSTANDING the importance of the

concerns which had occupied General Dumourier's

mind, fmce his departure from Paris, he had not over-

looked, nor failed to lament as much as the Belgians

themfelves, the deferable tyranny exercife.d over

them by the National Convention, and by the agents

of the Executive Power. The infolence of theie lat-

ter, the Satellites of avarice and oppreflion, was

not exceeded even by their atrocious villainies.

—

Their conduit was a tiflue of ridiculous circum-

flances. Mod of them aflumed the military honors,

9 2 and
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anJ never walked the ftreets without a guard. They

fet all rules at defiance ; and, finding that they were

not fufficiently numerous to fpread their extortions

through the whole extent of thofe rich provinces,

they augmented their means by ifiuing commiflions

to other perfons like themfelves.

In palling through Bruges the General was invited

to a ball. One of thefe gentlemen, who was danc-

ing, accoded the General on his entering the room;

and announcing himfelf as a Commifiioncr of the

Executive Power, he acquainted the General that he

was on his road to Ollend and Nieuport, to put

thole places in a proper (late of defence. The Ge-

neral fternly commanded him to confine himfelf to

the functions of his office ; to execute thofe with

modefty 5 and, thenceforward, to forbear intruding

himfelf into military concerns.

Another of thefe perfonages, named, as I think,

Lieutaud, who was Rationed at Ruremonde, as a

tafk-maftei to General la Marliere, wrote a long let-

ter to Dumourier, C
J
"'

ind Theeing him through-

out, and commanding him to abandon every other

enterprize, in order to march to the alliltance of

Ruremonde. The General fent this letter to Le

Brim, contenting himfelf with adding by way of

poitfcripf, This letter ought to be dated, Charen-

ton.

A third, named Cochelet, who refided at Liege,

having received notice of the declaration of war de-

creed on the firft of February, ordered a detachment

of troops to attend him, and, marching on the Dutch

territory before Maeftricht, proclaimed the war, tore

up
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up the pofis on which were the arms of the State?;

General, and took poffefiion of the Seven United

Provinces, in the name ol the French Republic.

This impertinent parade ferved as a warning to

the Governor of Maeftricht to withdraw his cavalry

cantoned round the chy, (together wiili a confide*-

e quantity oi forage) which General Miaczynfky

was on the point of furprifing. Gertera| Miranda

naturally condemned this conduct, because he was

not yet prepared to act againft IVLellricht. Coehelet

fefii the General a written order to take lYlacllricht

before the 20th of February, on pain of being de-

nounced as a traitor ; and he lent a copy of the let-

ter to the National Convention, who applauded his

Roman firmnefs. Coehelet, however, was recalled
j

becaufe, intoxicated with the honors of his procon-

fulfhip, he had treated eontcmptuoully the authority

of the deputies of the Convention*

When General Dumourier arrived at Antwerp on

the fecond of February, he found that city humi-

liated and terrified by the prclenee of one of thele

fubaltern tyrants, whofe name he has forgotten, and

whom he caufed to be recalled. Every city in Bel-

gium was governed by one or more of thefe execra-

ble Proconfuls. They entered on their office by

fequeftring the fdver of the churches, the revenues

of the clergy, and the eltates of the nobility. They

then pillaged, or fold to their accomplices at an cx-

ceflively inferior price, the furniture of the nobles

and clergy. They fupprefled the national imports to

{latter the people, degraded the magiflrates from

it feats, creeled clubs, and exercifed an arbitrary

authority,
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authority, by the aid of the military, who blindly

obeyed them.

Throughout the provinces of Belgium this wild

tyranny was become infupportable. Dumourier

had made reiterated complaints of this tyranny to

the Convention, as well as to the Commiffioners of

the Convention, Camus, Treilhard, Merlin and

Gofluin, whom he met at Ghent ; but thefe latter

either were not willing, or had not authority to re-

drefs the evil. He reprelented to them, that on the

Prince of Cobourg's appearing in force on the fron-

tier, a general infurrection of the Belgians was to

be expected, that our v/eakened garrifons would be

maffacred, and our crimes puniffied by the hands of

thofe we had oppreffed ; and that this war was, in a

manifold degree, more dangerous than the war with

the Imperxalifts*

The route of the troops at Aix-laChapelle, their

precipitate flight to Louvain, their confufion, terror,

and defertion, greatly increafed the danger, which

Dumourier had forefeen, of a general mfurrecuon

in Belgium.

The danger was aggravated by the conduct of the

Commiffioners of the Convention. They called on

the provinces to exprefs their refolution of being

united to France. The people were affembled in

the churches without any order or decency. A
French Commiffioner, fupported by the command-

ing officer of the place, by foldiers, and by French

and Belgic Clubifts, read the act of union, which

feldom was underftood by any perfon prefent, any

more than the harangue made on the occafion j the

aft
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act was notwithstanding figned by the audience,

generally with trembling hands; reports of the pro*

ceedings were printed, and fent to the Convention,

who forthwith created another department.

Thefe fraternal proceedings were often effected by

violence. At Bruflels and at Mons, mulkets and

fabres were employed in the afTembly, and feveral

perfons were wounded. Protefts were formally

made againft the union. Partial infurrections took

place at Wawres, Hall, Braine, and Soignies. The

mod dangerous was at Grammont. Ten thou fan

d

peafants affembled in arms, and had porTefTed them-

felves of feveral cannon. They imprifoned the

Commiffioners, and drove back detachments of the

garrifon of Ghent. Thefe tumults increafed hour-

ly. The French army, fcarceiy in force to refill the

Imperialists, could not fpare troops to put an end to

thefe cruel contefts, which were fpreading over the

whole of Belgium ; and it had been eafy for a few

Flemim officers belonging to the Imperial army,

with fome chofen foldiers, to have infmuated them-

felves into the French quarters, by means of their

knowledge of the language, and to have given a re-

gular form to this inteftine war.

Dumourier hated the injuflice of the National

Convention, and refilled every attempt to make him

the inflrament of its tyranny and the fcourge of

Belgium. A two-fold intereft therefore directed his

conduct at prefent. His objects were, to deliver

this unhappy country, and to fave his army. As to

his fuccefs in the former, he invokes the teftimony

of the Belgiums, from whom he received the moil

honourable
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honourable marks of efteem and gratitude, in tra-

velling through that country, when he no, longer

poffeffed the influence of llation.

Arriving at Antwerp on the i ith, he found that

city in the greateft confufion and alarm. A Com-

miffioner of the Executive Power, named Chauffart^

who modeftly furnamed himfelf Publicola, had re-

cently removed the magifhates, and had iffued or-

ders to arreft them, and the other principal citizens,

to the number of fixty-feven. General Maraffe

eluded the execution of this order, with which he

was charged by Publicola ; but the biiLop of Ant-

werp, and the other profcribed perfons vere either

fled or had concealed themfelves. Dumourier fent

a written order to Chauffart and his colleagues, to

quit Antwerp, and to go to Bruffels inftantly, de-

claring, in cafe of difobedience, that he would give

orders to General Maraffe to take them there by

force. Chauffart came to the General with much
dignity, or infolence, and complained of this order,

faying, that it feemed to be dictated by a Vizir. The
General anfwered with good humour, / am certainly

as much of a Yizir
?

as you are of Publicola.

General Dumourier compelled Chauffart to quit

the town immediately. He reinftated the magif-

trates, and reftored the peace of that important city,

He iffued an ordinance, prohibiting the Jacobin

club in any degree to interfere in public affairs. He
commanded General Maraffe to wall up the door of

the hall where the club affembled, to imprifon every

member that difobeyed this ordinance, to print the

order
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order in both languages, and to pod it up and pub-

USh it throughout the city.

Dumourier afterward departed for Brufiels. Hav-

ing received complaints, from that city, of the atro-

cious conduct of General Moreton, he had a few

days previous to his departure removed him from the

command; which he had conferred on Lieutenant-

General Duval. Moreton at firft refufed to obey the

general ; but in confequence of an order from the

minifter of war, he took upon him the command at

Douay, where he had an opportunity of purfuing

his former fyftem of conduct till his death.

General Duval was an extremely good officer, and

it was the ill ftate of his health alone which prevent-

ed his being with the army. He had ferved the pre-

ceding year with great reputation and fuccefs. His

judgment was clear, he abounded in the qualities

that beget efteem, and was perfectly calculated to

heal the wounds inflicted by Moreton's tyranny.

Duval gave the general a more particular account,

than he had hitherto received, of the dilbrder and

confirmation that reigned among the troops afTem-

bled at Louvain, from which place Duval had re-

cently arrived. Almoft all the tents had been loft in

the retreat. There was not left a fufficient number

to encamp half the army
;

yet it was impoffible to

reftore any degree of courage to the troops, or to

make any movement with fafety, without encamping

them for a while. A great part of the field pieces

belonging to the army, had been alfo loft.

The general officers commanding the artillery, re-

ceiving no orders during the coni'ufion of the re-

I treat,
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war among themfelves, in which it was refolved to

carry off the whole park of artillery, and conduct it

into France. All the twenty-four pounders, the fix-

teen pounders, the mortars, and pontoons, were al-

ready at Tournay, on their route to France ; fortu-

nately, however, the lighter artillery, and the how-

itzers, were flill at Anderlecht. Thefe latter the

general ordered to join the army at Louvain j and

thofe at Tournay not to proceed on their route to

France.

Bruflels was filled with officers and foldiers of the

army, who were on their return to France. The

general fent them back to the camp at Louvain ; and

difpatched orders to Tournay and Mons, and the

cities in the department of the north, to arreft and

fend back to' the army all the fugitives returning

Into France.

Dumourier ordered General Stengel, who had re-

tired to Namur, with two fquadrons of huflars, to

join tne army. General Neuilly, who was in his

winter quarters in the country of Stavelo, with the

halt of the advanced guard of the army of the Ar-

dennes, at the time of the flight from Aix-la-Cha-

pelie, had alfo retired to Namur, and the general

ordered him to pod his troops at Judoigne, to fecure

the communication between the grand army, and

the corps commanded by Lieutenant-general d'Har-

ville. To General dTiarville, he fent repeated or-

ders to encamp his troops, or, if he had not a

fufficient number of tents for the purpofe, to make

his cantonments as connected and compact as pofii-

bie,
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ble, in order to prevent the Prince of Hohenloe and

General Beaulieu, from forcing the paffage of the

Meufe, or turning the right of the array, and fo

falling upon Brufiels and Mons. The garrifon of

BrufTels was by no means itrong, yet the general

was obliged to feted fome of its bell battalions to re-

inforce the army.

Ten thoufand men haflily raifed in the depart-

ment of the north were fent to the army. This re-

inforcement was greatly boafted of. The name of

centurions had been given to thefe troops. They

confined of companies which were nominally a hun-

dred men each, but were, in fact, much below that

number, compofed of old men and children, armed

with pikes, cutlafles, fowling pieces, and piftols.

They had been promifed twenty fols per day, and

were defigned to garrifon the towns of Belgium, but

not, as they themfelves faid, to defend them, or to

fight *. This militia, the offspring of a plan of Gof-

fuin and Merlin, ferved only to heighten the embar-

rafiment, confufion, and want of discipline, which

already prevailed, and the general was impatient till

he had fent them back to France.

But an object even more important to General

Dumourier, than thefe military concerns, was to

calm the minds of the Belgians;, and to reftore pub-

lic confidence throughout the country, by putting a

final period to the fyftem under which they had Suf-

fered. He was not ignorant that in this attempt he

mould excite the Jacobins, and the Convention, to

* —

—

de garder les places de la Belgique, mats nan pas, difaieni

Us, de les dcfendre, ni defaire la guerre.

I 2 / proceed
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proceed to extremity with him. The time, how-

ever, for conciliatory meafures, as well as for deli-

beration, was entirely patted : fo great were the

evils to be remedied, fo enormous the wrongs that

had been done to the Belgians, and fo immedi-

ate was the danger of vengeance being taken by that

people.

A few days before Dumourier arrived at BruiTels,

Chepy had urged general Duval to order feveral

executions. He threatened to fire Bruflels, or to

put it to the fword. He had arretted feveral of the

wealthieft citizens, and bad fent them to be confin-

ed in the fortreifes of the department of the north.

General Dumourier now arretted him, and fent him,

under a guard, to Paris.

The legion of Sans-culottes, raifed by General

Moreton, and compofed of the loweft of the popu-

lace, held the city in awe, and daily committed un-

heard of cruelties and extortions. A Frenchman,

a man of abandoned character, named Eftienne,

commanded it, with the title of general. Dumou-

rier threw him into prifon, and publifhed an ordi-

nance, breaking this corps, and forbidding all per-

fons to diftinguifh theinfelves by the denomination

of Sans -culottes.

He afTembled the magittrates of the city. He be-

fought them, before all the people, not to attribute

to the French nation, crimes committed only by in-

dividuals. He folemnly promifed to punifh the guil-

ty, and to rettore to their families, peaceable citir

zens, who had been torn from them, under the

pretence of ftrving as hottages to France. The re-

4 prefentatives
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prefentatives of the people, fried tears of gratitude;,

and caufed accounts of thefe interefting proceedings

to be publHhed.

•General Dumourier iiTued a proclamation to au-

thorife the citizens to deliver complaints to the ma-

gistrates, refpecling vexations committed by the

French, and empowering the magistrates to verify

and give a legal form to thefe complaints. By ano-

ther proclamation, he prohibited the clubs from in-

terfering in public affairs, and by another, he com-

manded all the facred vafes, to be reftored to the

churches, enjoining the magistrates and military offi-

cers to aid in restoring them.

Thefe proclamations were printed in both langua-

ges, and fent into every part of Belgium. Their effect

was immediate. The inhabitants of Grammont

wrote to the general, that they laid down their arms.

Peace was reftored between the French and the Bel-

gians. Thefe worthy people forgot the evils they

had fuffered, and again embraced the French as their

brethren and defenders. Indeed it is but juft to

fay, the garrifons had always conducted themfelves

in a manner, no ways difcreditable, efpecially in

the great cities ; and, had it not been for the de-

cree of 15th of December, and the conduct of the

agents of the executive power, the French charac-

ter would have been efteemed and beloved in that

country.

On the 1 2th of March, Dumourier wrote a letter

to the National Convention, which appeared fo de-

plorably true in its contents, that the prefident and

the committee to which it was referred, did not dare

to
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to read it in the Tribune, A copy of this letter

ftole abroad, and was printed at Antwerp. In it,

the general frankly dated to the convention, the

meafures he had been compelled to purfue, in order

to fave Belgium, and the French army. He refer-

red the Convention, for minute information on

each point, to the minifter, to whom he fent copies

of the proclamations, and on account of his pro-

ceedings, demanding of him, that he mould pro-

duce the whole to the convention, without referve

or difguife.

He fent for the comminary Petit-Jean, and, af-

fembiing all the adminiftrators of provifions, &c. he

informed them, that he was on the eve of making

a great movement, with the army, and in a few days

would engage the enemy ; and he made fuch ar-

rangements with them as were necefiary to his pur-

pofe. He almoft immediately procured provifions

for fifteen days, and prepared his travelling hofpital

to attend the army.

The pay-mafter of the army had retired to Lifie,

with two millions of livres in fpecie, and the gene-

ral wrote to the Commandant of Lille, to fend him

back to the army with a ftrong efcort.

General Duraourier harangued the garrifon at

Bruffeis, with fuch effect, that the different corps de-

manded leave to follow him againff the enemy.

He departed on the evening of the 12th of March,

for Louvain.

Before we enter on the hiftory of the military

operations that follow, and that we may not be

obliged to interrupt them, it will be necefiary to

fpeak
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fpeak here of the vifit which the general re-

ceived at Louvain from the commiffioners of the

National Convention. When the difafter befel the

army, Camus, Treilhard, Merlin, and GorTuin, re-

tired to the frontiers of France, while La Croix,

and Danton, went to Paris. When the former

knew of the general's arrival from Holland, they

proceeded to Louvain to meet him, having miffed

him at Bruffels.

Camus and Treilhard complained of the general's

proclamations, efpecialiy that which ' ordered the

filver to be reflored to the churches. They told

the general that he ought not to have acted with

fuch precipitation, but have waited their arrival,

and that it was beyond the bounds of his authority

to interfere with the adminiftration of the civil go-

vernment. The general anfwered, that the firffc of

all duties was that of attending to the public fafety

;

that the Convention might be deceived, as indeed

they had been, by their emiffaries ; that the whole

weight of the war, the honour of the nation, and

the prefervation of the army, reded upon him ; that

for thefe he was refponfible, not only to his fupe-

riors, but to pofterity ; that he had undertaken no

meafure inconfiderately, but after the maturefr. deli-

beration; that, had they been prefent, he fhould

not have confulted them, although he fhould have

endeavoured to have won them to act with him,
)

in

putting an end to the crimes, which had long op-

preifed the Belgians and difhonoured France ; and,

had they oppofed his intentions, he would, not-

withstanding, have hTued the proclamations.

He
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He appealed particularly to Camus, who was re-

ligious and fuperftitious, on the proclamation that

refpe&ed the churches. He expreffed his furprife,

that a man, who profefTed a zeal for religion, mould

be' the advocate of a facrilege committed on

a people, whom the French confidered as allies

and friends. Go to the church of St. Gudule, Du-

mourier faid to him, fee the hqft trodden under foot,

and wafted on the pavement ; the altars broken ; and

paintings, the mafter pieces of art, torn into jhreds

;

andjuflify thefe profanations, or rather own the necef-

Jity of punijhing the agents of your criminal orders. . If

the Convention applaud thefe crimes, if /he have no

feeling of their enormity, Jhe is to be pitied ; and, flill

more, my unhappy country. Know, that if my coun-

try cannot be faved without the commifjion of crimes, I

will not commit them. But here, the crimes of France

are ready to turn upon herfelf; and Iferve her in en-

deavouring to deftroy them.

Camus obferved the great difficulty there would

be in reftoring the filver veflels to the churches,

fince they had been broken, to be heaped in coffers.

No matter, the general faid ; fince the metal remains,

it will not coft us much to have them remade.

Camus and Treilhard perfifted in faying that the

general had failed in the refpecl: and obedience due

to the Convention. Merlin and Goffuin, more rea-

fonable, acknowledged that the general's conduct

had been juft, and a violent altercation arofe be-

tween the two parties. Camus faid, that it was a

duty he muft not decline, to report the general's

conducl, to the convention. The general exhorted

him
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him to do fo, and faid that he had already, himfelf,

rendered an account of his conduct. The general

produced his letter of the 12th, which became a new

fubjeclt of contention.

It was during this interview that Camus, the mod
irascible of men, faid with an air, partly fnuiiug

and partly ferious, General you are accujed of design-

ing to become Cafar : and I defign to become Brutus.

The general anfwered, Dear Camus, nether am I

Ccefar, nor ynu Brutus, and your threat is the befi

djfurarice I have of immortality.

Thefe commiffioners, after three or four hours

converfation with the general, departed the Tame

night for BruiTels. Camus was faithful to his pro-

mife. He drew up his report to the Convention,

with all the bitternefs of a perfidious and malignant

mind ; and, thenceforth, he became the decided

enemy of Dumourier.

The general, on his part, returned to the confi-

deration of the means left him to repair the faults

of his officers, and to reftore vigour to an army

that no longer poffeffed the fpirit which conducted

them in the former campaign.

K CHAR
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CHAP. V.

State of the army. Its pofition. The general's orders

to the different di<vifons. He refolves to give battle

to the enemy.

THE troops appeared to refume all their courage

at the fight of their general. Joy and confidence

fhone in the eyes of the fcldiers. They embraced

the general. They called him their father. They

difcovered fhame and forrow for their difgrace, and

loudly demanded to be led againft the enemy.

Dumourier reproached them with their want of

difcipline, but above all with their miftruft of gene-

rals, who, till this fatal difafter, had conducted them

to victory, and who were his fchoiars and com-

panions. He reprefented to them, that their impa-

tience, their want of fubordination, and the fatal

confequences of thefe in their retreat, had wrefted

the conqueft of Holland from his hands, and per-

haps had determined the fate of the campaign.

They appeared extremely affected by their difgrace.,

and difpofed to repair their faults, on condition that

he would not abandon them, but would inftantly

lead them to recover their honour.

This difpofition greatly aided the general in re-

floring order in the army. But he was alfo greatly

afiifled by General Thouvenot, who, with every

other military talent, had that alfo of conciliating

the minds of the foldiery, and infufing order into all

the
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the parts of a great army. With great pleafure,

Dumourier rendered this teftirribny of the merit of

his friend, who may one day become one of the bed

generals of France, if he (hould return to the fervice

of his country, and prejudice do not prevent his

rifing to the command.

The army amounted to near forty thoufand infan-

try, and near five thoufand hone ; and this was ex-

clusive of the garrifons of Belgium ; of a divifion of

5000 men ("Soo of whom were horfe) under the or-

ders of General la Marliere ; the divifion of Namur,
under General d'Harville, confiding of 12,000 in-

fantry, and 1500 cavalry ; and of the corps of the

army employed in the expedition againft Holland,

which amounted to 1 8 000 foot, and 2,coo horfe,

after the junction of General de Flers.

The infantry, confiding of fixty-two battalions,

were formed into four divifions. The right was

commanded by General Valence j the centre by the

Duke de Chartres, who at that period, was named
Egalite ; and the left by General Miranda. Each
of thefe divifions confided of eighteen battalions,

and amounted to feven thoufand men. The referve,

confiding of eight battalions of grenadiers, com-

manded by General Chancel, was placed under the

orders of the Duke de Chartres.

Miranda had under his orders General Miaozin-

fky, who commanded the left flank of the army,

confiding of two thoufand infantry, and one thou-

fand horfe ; and General Champmorin, who com-

manded a body of five thoufand foot and one thou-

fand horfe. General Valence had under his orders

K 2 General
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General Dampierre, who commanded the right flank,

confiding of an equal force with that of General

Miaczinfky ; and General Neuilly, who command-
ed a body of three thoufand foot and one thoufand

horfe.

The advanced guard was compofed of fix thou-

fand men, fifteen hundred of which were horfe, com-

manded by General la Marche. He was an old of-

ficer, who had feen a great deal of fervice, and had

been an excellent colonel of Huffars. He was for-

ward to undertake an enterprize, but eafily dif-

couraged. He was affifted by two excellent officers,

although they were very young, who counfelled him

with sreat fuccefs, when he would fuffer himfelf to

be counfelled. Thefe were Colonel Montjoye, who

was adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Colonel Ba-

rois, who commanded the horfe artillery. But the

ill health of this old genera!, and (till more his want

of capacity, rendered him very dangerous.

The rapidity with which, in this war, officers rofe

to the higheft ranks in the army, inverted the order

of every thing. The corps and regiments loft offi-

cers that commanded them with effect, and the army

acquired inexperienced generals. Yet the army was

really in want of generals. At this period it had no

more than five lieutenant-generals, and twelve ma-

jor-generals, fix of which commanded detached

corps : fo that there were but fix remaining to com-

mand in the line.

When General Dumourier arrived at Louvain,

on the morning of the 13th, he found that the three

divifions of his infantry were encamped on the

heights



r % ]

heights behind Lou vain, having the canal ofMalinas

in front. The, referve, with a (mall body of horfe,

was at the diftance of two leagues, beyond Bauter-

fem ; and the advanced guard at more than two

leagues beyond the referve, at Cutnptich, having a

fmall force of four hundred men in Tirlemont.

The enemy advanced and occupied all the villages

between Tirlemont and Tongres. The defign of the

enemy was to turn our right. on the 16th; and if

that had been executed on the 13th or 14th, rhe

advanced guard would have fallen back on the re-

ferve, and the referve on the main body, and the

whole army would have been defeated and difperfed

having no known point at which to rally.

On the 14th Dumourier vifited his advanced

guard ; and he inft.mtly ordered feveral movements,

by which the pofition of his army was much more

firm and fecure. He placed General Dampierre

with the troops under his command at Hougaerde

to the right of Cumptich, and ordered General Neu-

illy to advance from Judoigne to Lummen, in order

to flrengthen this right wing ci' the army and to ex-

tend the line beyond that of the enemy.

He commanded General Miaczmjky to take a po-

fition to the left, between Die:! and Tirlenionr, on

the fide of Halen, and having the river Gett'e in

front of him. He ordered General Champrnorin to

occupy Died, with his divifion. This general, hav-

ing informed him that Died was a fmall city with

walls, which might be made a ftrong pod, Dumou-
rier ordered him to add as much as poflible to its

ftrengtrf, and to leave in it two battalions and fifty

horfe.
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hone, when he fhoufd receive orders to march for-

ward with his troops.

He commanded General la Marliere to leave a

fmall body of troops at Aerfchette, in order to keep

open the communication with Ditfr. ; and to proceed

with the reft of his troops to Liers to overawe the

country of Campine, to check the Pruffian column

who might advance in that quarter, and to cover the

retreat of the army of Holland, whom Dumourier

concluded had abandoned the project of palling to

Don, and which indeed was the cafe.

He fent orders to General de Flers to throw him-

felf with all poftible difpatch into Breda ; to fend Cc =

lonelliiiy to Gertruydenberg, with the garrifons

named in the orders, and to fend back the remainder

of that army to the lines of Antwerp, to be placed

under the orders of General Marafle. Dumourier

ordered Colonel Weftermann to take poll at Turn-

hout, with the gendarmerie and the legion of the

north, \U order to protect this retreat, to check the

enemy in that quarter, and to keep open the com-

munication with General la Marliere, and by his di-

vifion, with the grand army.

On the morning of the 15th of March, the ad-

vanced guard of the enemy attacked Tirlemont, and

the 400 men who were polled there fell back, with-

out engaging but with a lofs, having fuffered them-

felves to be furprifed. General Dampierre, accuitom-

ed to retreats, took upon him, 0:1 hearing the fir-

ing at a diftance, to abandon his pod of Hougaerde ?

where he guarded one of the pafiages of the Gette,

and fell back upon Louvain, at the fame time order-

ing
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inv General Neuilly to retire on his fide to Judoigne.

Da nourier had not time to examine whether it were

fear or freadier y which caufed this dangerous move-

ment on his right. Had it been known to the ene-

my the French army might have been overthrown.

Dumourier contented himfelf with repairing this

fault, which was fo much the more weighty, as it

ace4jiitomed the troops to give way on the firft ap-

pearance of danger j and on that fame night he cauf-

ed thefe two divifions to return to their former polls.

It was very fingular, that on the left General

Miaczinfky committed the fame fault, and withdrew

into the wood near Louvain, and was not to be

found for two days. But the pofition he had quitted

was occupied by the body of troops under General

Champrnorin, whom the General ordered on the

15th to proceed with the greateft difpatch to occupy

the heights of Oplinter, on the left of Tirlemont.

Champrnorin took that pofition on the evening of

the 16th.

Fortunately the enemy, who had fixed the j 6th

for their march, discovered nothing of the retro-

grade movements of the i 5 th, and were not prepared

to profit by them. On the fame day, the General

advanced with the whole of his army beyond Bau-

terfem and near to Cumptich, to prepare for his re-

venge on the following day, and not to leave the

enemy the advantage they had gained. It was ab-

solutely neceiTary for him to take Tirlemont

;

fince, other wife, he mud have fallen back, and

again have fubjecled his troops to be difcouraged

and terrified*

The
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The ImpenaHiis, with a confiderable advanced

guard, occupied Tirlemont, and the fpace lying be-

tween" the two Gettes, from the caufeway of Su
Tron, to the ground oppofite the pod of Hougaerde.

On the morning of the i6th, the General made

a vigorous attack upon the Imperialifis. As the

heights of Oplinter commanded the high road of St.

Tron, when the general had made himfeif mailer

of Tirlemont, (which he gained after fome refifl-

ance) the Imperialilis finding their right flanked by

the troops under Miranda on the heights of Oplin-

ter, made a precipirate march, to pafs a fmail arm

of the Gette, to retire to the heights of Neerlanden,

Nerwinde, Middlevtinde and Oberwinde.

Between the two Gettes, at a league and a half

on the right beyond Tirlemont, was a village nam-

ed Gotzenhoven, which commanded the whole

plain. It flood on a fmall hill ; having hedges along

the front, and ditches filled with water on the right

and in the rear.

The Imperiallfts did not appear to perceive the

importance of this poft, till Dumourier had fent

General la Marche, with his advanced guard fup-

ported with cannon, to take poffeffion of it. At

that time the Imperialifis were flill in pofTefiion of the

two villages of Meer and Hattendover, and Dumou-

rier caufed thefe to be attacked by his columns as'

quickly as they could form after filing through Tir-

lemont. The Imperialifis committed a great error

in not occupying Gotzenhoven in fufficient force, as"

that poll; might have defended, or might have laid

in afhes, the two villages of Meer and Hattendover;

The



C 73 1

The Imperialifts collected a ftrong body of infantry

and horfe, to endeavour to diflodge the French from

Gotzenhoven. They performed prodigies of valour

in this attack, although without fuccefs. The cui-

rafliers charged the French infantry with the greateft

intrepidity, even among the very hedges of the vil-

lage, and their lofs was very great. The attack was

recommenced feveral times. The enemy attempted

in vain to turn Gotzenhoven on the right, for Ge-

neral Neuilly, having paifed the greater Gette at

Lummen, had opportunely arrived in this quarter,

with his divifion to take the pofition of Neerhelyf-

fen. The engagement did not finilh till four o'clock

in the afternoon, when the Imperialifts were in full

retreat, It lafted at lead eight hours between the

advanced guards of the Imperialifts and the French,

which were nearly of equal force, and were both of

them fupported by the main bodies of their refpec-

tive armies. The lofs of the Imperialifts was much
greater than that of the French. The advantage

remained with the latter, but they were on the

point of loling their general at the attack of Gotzen-

hoven.

This engagement, which coil the Imperialifts

more than 1200 men, entirely reftored the courage

of the French troops. Dumourier formed his army

into two divifions, extending from Gotzenhoven to

the high road, among the villages, which had been

the field of battle. General Neuilly, ftationed near

Neerhelyffen fupported the right. General Dampi-

erre, having arrived on the evening of the engage-

ment, was pofted at Efemael, in front of the centre.

L General.
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General Miacziniky arriving with his cavalry (his

infantry confuting of eight battalions being left near

Louvain), was polled at the bridge of the lefler

Gette, oppofite to Orfmael. A part of the divifion

of General Miranda remained behind the great

Gette, to the left of Tirlemont, extending to Oplin-

ter ; at which laft place General Champmorin arriv-

ed with his troops during the night.

After this firfl fuccefs, Dumourier faw that it was

neceffary to take a decifive flep. Troops were con-

tinually on their march to reinforce the Imperialifts,

and the French army had very inconfiderable or no

reinforcements to expect. The Imperial cavalry was

double the number of that of the French, and in

every refpect greatly fuperior. It was impoffible for

the French to contend with a disciplined army, for

the poffeffion of the Netherlands, foot by foot ; be-

ing in want of generals, incapable of executing

prompt marches of bold important manoeuvres, in

face of a numerous and experienced cavalry, and

having behind them no ftrong and fortified places.

There was, however, a neceffity for flopping the

progrefs of the enemy, which could not be done

without hazarding a battle. Under thefe circum-

ftances found and true prudence called on Dumou-
rier to rifk every thing, before the Prince of Co-

bourg mould have received the remainder of the re-

inforcements for which he waited to begin the cam-

paign. The two armies were of equal force. That

which mould attack would have the advantage in

fpirit and confidence, which always belong to the

party beginning the attack. This advantage had,

during
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daring fifteen days, been in the hands of the Prinee

of Cobourg ; but General Dumourier had regained

it by the iflue of the engagement of Tirlemont.

If General Dumourier fhould have the good for-

tune to gain a decifive battle, and fuch he refolved

this to be, his fituation would be entirely changed

:

for firft, it would reftore him in the opinion of his

army to his former fuperiority, and would intimi-

date the enemy; fecondly, it would have fecured

the Belgians in his intereft, and would have greatly

forwarded the levies of twenty-five battalions which

that nation had undertaken, and fo would have

ftrengthened his army by the acquisition of twenty

thoufand infantry, at the leaft ; thirdly, he would

have regained the ground loll on the fide of Liege3

for the Auftrians would not have been able to have

held that city, nor even Aix-la-Cfrapelle, and would

have been compelled to have intrenched themfelves

under the protection of Maeftricht ; and laftly, it

would have compelled the Prince of Cobourg to have

repafled the Meufe, and would have fo greatly weak-

ened his army, as to prevent his retaking the field

before the month of May.

General Dumourier's defign was, in cafe of fuc-

cefs, to have formed an entrenched camp, in a ftrong

pofition, between the two Gettes, under the com-

mand of General Valence, who in that fituation

might have watched the enemy and might have re-

ceived the different reinforcements arriving from

France and Belgium £ while General d'Harville

might have been equally reinforced on the fide of

Namur. General Valence would have been mafr

ter of the country, and would have held the

£. 2 Prince
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Prince of Cobourg in check, Miranda would have

been polled with an army at Antwerp, and General

Dumomier advancing with 30,000 men, againd

Bois-le-duc, would have refumed his projecl againil

Holland, and would at once have forced the paflages

of the Moor Dyke, and Gorcum. But if he could

not have penetrated into Holland, he might at leaft

have made himfelf mailer of Dutch Flanders, by

which means he would have covered his left, and

would have procured arms, clothing, money, and

provifions.

In that cafe, he would have been independent of

the National Convention, and probably might have

been able to give it law, for the repofe of his un-

happy country, for the avenging of the death of

Lewis XVI. and for the re-eflabliihing of the Con-

ilitutionai Monarchy.

On the contrary, mould the general be defeated,

he defigned, in the fir ft place, to take a pofition

behind the canal of Louvain, in order for a while

to cover Bruflels, and to reinforce his army ; fecond-

ly, to maintain the pofition of Namur, raifing the

corps of General d'Harville to the amount of 25,000

men, and to place the divifion of General Neuilly

at Judoigne, to cover Dumourier's retreat by the

foreft of Soignies, for the purpofe of fupporting

Bruffels; thirdly, to alfembly a body of 25,000

men near Antwerp, and, (till holding Breda and

Gertruydenberg, to keep the communication open

to thefe places by means of the polls of Liers and

Died; fourthly, to affemble a body of 14 or

zc.ooo men on the fide of Bruges, -to cover

Maritime
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Maritime Flanders ; fifthly, to negotiat£-with the

Imperialids for a fufpenfion of arms, and mean

while to endeavour to convince the troops in the

different camps, that their want of fubordination,

together with the difafters refulting from it, was one

effect of the abfurd government of the Convention,

that it was high time to put an end to the anarchy

which would otherwifecaufe the entire ruin of France,

and that on the army alone reded the hopes and fate

of the Country. When the minds of the troops

fhould have been fufficiently prepared, his next

defign was to reinforce the army with battalions of

Belgians, who held the Convention and Jacobins in

abhorrence, to declare openly in favour of a limited

Monarchy, to lay hold of hoftages for the fecurity

of the prifoners in the Temple, and to march to

Paris.

Thefe were General Dumourier's objects previous

to the battle of Nerwinde, and it will be feen how
urgent his motives were for rilking a decifive battle,

and for ufing every effort to gain the victory. He
never had the bafenefs to wifh to be beaten. He
earneitly drove to mader events. Although he held

the Tyrants of France in detedation, although he

viewed with horror the cruelties that difhonored

France, he was not the lefs folicitous to maintain

the honor of his country, and to prove himfelf

worthy of her confidence. In every cafe, and in

every moment till the lad, the end of his meafures

was to prevent a foe from giving law to France, and

to fave his country from infult or injury, and it is

this which has drawn upon him the ill founded re-

proach,
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proacbj from mifinformed perfons, and in particu-

lar from the Elector of Cologne, of having changed

his party only when he was vanquished.

Had he not previous to the lofs of the battle of Ner-

winde openly declared his hoftility to the Jacobins

by his proclamations at Antwerp and Bruffeis?

Had he not imprifoned or driven out of the country

the rapacious agents of the Convention ? Had he

not written his letter of the 1 2th of March ? Had

he not compelled the filver of the churches to be re-

ilored ? Had not his correfpondence with Pache,

Bournonville and Le Brun, (which was printed and

which appeared alio in the Monitors of March and

April) declared the firmed truths and the freed opini-

ons, refpe&ing the authors of the mifenes of France.

If in thofe he did not fpeak of the royal family, it

was that he feared his mention of them would be-

come a fignal for their death.

He who reads thefe Memoirs, and calls to re-

membrance the circumftances and the public docu-

ments of thofe times, will fee that the opinions of

General Dumourier have been confident. He has

been the zealous defender of his country. Her

enemies have been his enemies, but the war he has

made upon them has been open and generous ; for

his love of his country was neither fanatical, unjuft,

nor favage. The Emigrants, by whom he is deteft-

ed as greatly as by the Jacobins, have, on all occa-

sions, found him humane and liberal. In a war,

differing from all others in character, a war of opi-

nion, in which indability of principles and conduct:

might find excufe, he has no fhifting of opinion

4 - wherewith
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wherewith to reproach himfelf, no perfidy, no

cruelty, no infolence in fuccefs, nor weaknefs in

misfortune and difgrace. In a word, moved only

by humanity, he reftored the Netherlands to the

Emperor, as was acknowledged by the Archduke

Charles, by the Emperor's Miniflers and Gene-

rals, by his Army, and by the people of the coun-

try. Nor did he make conditions or referves for

himfelf. He did not demand an afylum in the

Emperor's dominions. He demanded nothing of
the Prince of Cobourg but his marching to Paris,

with the object, and in the hope, of delivering

his country.

Bafely mifreprefented to the emperor, denied
a place of fafety in the Emperor's dominions,
which ought to have been free to him, though
all others had been ftut againft him, he ex-
pects juftice from time, which unveils the truth;
and confoles himfelf in faying with Valerius
Maximus,—Perfefia an, fortune lenocinio defeda,
jiducia jufta non exuiter, quamque fcit fe landem
mererl, earn etji ab alils non impetrat, domeftico tamen
acceptam judicio refert.

CHAR



C So ]

CHAP. VI.

Battle of Nerzvinde.

THE Prince of Cobourg advanced between Ton-

gres, St. Tron, and Landen ; and the two armies

were in fight of each other. General Dumourier

paffed the day of the 17th in reconnoitring the po-

fition of the enemy, in forming his troops in order

of battle, and in preparing his plan of attack. He

had, in his front, the Leifer Gette, which rifes in

the townfhip of Jaudrain, and runs aimoft parallel

with the greater Gette, into which it falls below

Leaw. This river ran between the two armies.

Both fides of the river were extremely hilly ; and

the ground, on the fide occupied by the Imperialifts,

formed an amphitheatre rifing from the river to the

more elevated fituations of Landen and St. Tron.

Dumourier judged that the pofition of the Prince

of Cobourg was by much the ftrongeft on the fide

of Tongres and St. Tron; becaufe of the neceflity

of his drawing his provifions from Maeftricht and

Liege ; and that confequently his left, which was

confiderably extended on the fide of Landen, muft

be more weak, and more liable to be turned, or

broken.

Dumourier knew alfo, that the Prince of Cobourg

had neglefted to occupy the little city of Leaw,

which was a very important poft, and which might

either ferve as a centre to the motions of the army

making
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making the attack, or a point of refiftance for the

army that mould be attacked.

In the front of that part of the enemy's line,

which extended from Landen towards Leaw, were

the three villages of Oberwinde, Middlewinde, and

Nerwinde. Near Middlewinde was an eminence,

called the Tomb of Middlewinde, which command-

ed the three villages, and a valley which feparates

them from the city of Landen. He, therefore, who
mould occupy this place, muft be mafter of all the

plain, and mud neceiTarily, in cafe of an attack, re-

pulfe his enemy.

On thefe facts, Durtfourier laid down his plan for

the battle, which was as follows. The firft column,

forming the right flank of the army, compofed of

the advanced guard, under General la Marche, pro-

ceeding by the bridge of Neerhellyflen, was to enter

the plain between Landen and Oberwinde ; and to

extend itfelf beyond the left of the enemy, in order

to harrafs that flank. The fecond column, compof-

ed of the infantry of the army of the Ardennes,

commanded by Lieutenant-general Ie Veneur, and

fupported by a ftrong body of cavalry, entering the

plain by the fame bridge, was to gain the tomb of

Middlewinde by a rapid movement, and to attack

the village of Oberwinde, which could not with-

stand a difcharge of 12 pounders that were to be

planted on the tomb. And while this attack mould

take place, the third column under the command

of General Neuilly, entering the plain alfo by the

fame bridge, was to fall on the right of the village

of Nerwinde.

M Thefe
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Thefe three columns formed the right wing of the

army, commanded by General Valence, who, in cafe

of fuccefs, wheeling to the left, and driving the left

wing of the enemy before him, was to continue his

march in order of battle, leaving Landen behind

him, and having his front facing St. Tron.

The centre, commanded by the Duke de Char-

tres, was compofed of two columns. The firft,

(which was the fourth column in the order of attack)

commanded by Lieutenant-general Dietman, palling

the river by the bridge of Laer, and rapidly eroding

the village of the fame name, which was only occu-

pied by a few indifferent troops belonging to the Im-

perialifts, was to prefs forward, and fall directly

upon th'e front of the village of Nerwinde. The

fifth column, commanded by General Dampierre,

was to pafs by the bridge of Efemael, and to attack

the left of Nerwinde. Thefe two columns were af-

terward to follow the right wing, forming a diagonal

line with the point of their departure.

The left wing, under the command of General

Miranda, was compofed of three columns. The

firft (being the fixth in the order of attack) under

General Miaczinfky, paffing the river at Over-hel-

pen, was to charge ftraight forward proceeding to-

ward Neerlanden, but being careful never to prefs

beyond the head of the fifth column. The feventh

column, under General Ruault, was to pafs the ri-

ver at the bridge of Orfmael, and engage the enemy

by the high road of St. Tron. The eighth column,

under General Champmorin, was to pafs the river be-

low Neerlinter, at the bridge of Bingen, and to

throw
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throw itfelf into the Leaw, which it was to occupy

till the end of the battle.

In cafe of compleat fuccefs, the army at the end

of the action would be ranged in order of battle,

with the left wing at Leaw, and the right at St.

Tron, and having its front toward Tongres : which

was the only point by which the Imperialifts could

retreat. And batteries were elected on the banks of

the Gette, within reach of the bridges, to protect

the retreat of the columns, in cafe of their being re-

pulfed.

On the morning of the 1 8th of March, between

feven and eight o'clock, the feveral columns began

to move in the fame inltant, in great order, and paf-

fed the river without obflacle. General la Marche

committed the firft error of that day. He entered

the plain of Landen according to his infl ructions,

but finding no enemy there, he made a movement

to the left, to fall upon the village of Oberwinde,

and thence was thrown into confufion by the fecond

column. Although the troops of the fecond column

were retarded in their march by their artillery, yet

they attacked the village of Oberwinde, and the tomb

of Middlewinde, with fuch vigour, that by ten o'clock

they had carried thofe pofts. But General le Veneur

did not take fufficient precautions to (trehgtneri him-

felf in the latter poft. It was foon after re-taken by

the Auftrians, and the pofleilion of it difputed the

whole day. General Neuilly brifkly entered Ner-

winde with the third column, and drove out the Im-

perialifts ; bur, almoft immediately abandoning the

village, he advanced into the plain toward the fe-

M 2 cond
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cond column. General Neuilly atTerted, that he re*

ceived an order to that effect from General Valence,

who on his fide declared, it was a mifunderitanding

of General Neuilly.

In a fhort time, the Imperialifts re-entered Ner-

winde ; from which they were again driven, by the

founh and fifth columns, under the command of the

Duke de Charires. In this attack General Desforets,

an excellent officer, received a wound in the head

with a mufquet-ball. This part of the army fell in-

to confufjon. The infantry crowded in too great

numbers into the village, and were in fuch complete

diforder, that on the appearance of a fecond attack

from the enemy they abandoned the place.

General Dumourier arriving in this moment, cauf-

ed the village to be once more attacked. It was again,

carried ; but the troops prefently quitted the village

again, and all the effort* of pern Dumourier prevail-

ed no further than to rally them at a hundred paces

from Nerwinde, which was filled with the dead and

wounded of the two parties. But the Imperialifts

did not re-enter the village until the evening.

It was during the diforder in this quarter, that the

Imperial cavalry ruffling into the plain between Ner-

winde and Middlewinde, charged the French caval-

ry ; at the head of which was General Valence, who

fought with great intrepidity, was wounded, and

obliged to retire from the field of battle to Tirle-

mont. The Imperial horfe were3 however, repulf-

ed with great flaughter.

While the horfe were thus engaged, another body

of cavalry entered the plain on the left of Nerwinde,

and
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and threw themfelves with great fury upon trie in-

fantry of the fourth column. General Thouvenot,

who was at the head of that column, opened his

ranks to the Imperial horfe, and immediately cauf-

ed the regiment of Deux-ponts to make fo timely

and well dire&ed a difcharge of grape fhotand muf-

quetry upon that body of horfe, that almoft the

whole of it was deftroyed.

From that inftant, the fate of the battle feemed

determined in favour of the French, on their right

and in the centre. The troops were again in per-

fect order, were full of confidence and courage, and

paffed the night on the field of battle, preparing to

compleat their viclory the following morning. The
Imperialifts have acknowledged that they were on

the point of retreating, and that orders had been ac-

tually given to their baggage to retire to Tongres.

But it was quite otherwife with the French troops

on the left. The fixth and feventh columns had at-

tacked the enemy with great vigour ; but, when they

were already matters of Orfmael, a panic feized upon

the battalions of Volunteers, and they fled, leaving

the troops of the line expofed. The Imperialifts,

feeing the diforder, charged the two columns with

their horfe, which put it entirely to the rout. Guif-

card, Major-General of the artillery was killed, as

well as great numbers of the Aids- de-camp and offi-

cers of the llaff ; and General Ruault and Genera!

Ihler were wounded.

Still, however, great opportunity remained of re-

{loring the fortune of the day in that quarter. It

was not more than two o'clock in the afternoon, when

the
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the columns fled. They repaired the bridge of Orf-

rnael, and were not purfued further by the Imperi-

alifts. At that moment, General Miranda was in-

formed, that the eight battalions of Miaczinfky's

corps were arrived at I irlemont. Thefe troops were

quite frefh, and General Miranda might have rein-

forced himfelf, by placing them on the heights of

Wommerfem. on the fide of the Gette next 1 irle-

mont. But General Miranda, either being difcon-

certed, or, which is more probable, feeing the fuc-

cefs of the right wing, commanded by his rival Ge-

neral Valence, he yielded to his refentment, and re-

folved to facrifke him, ordered his troops to retreat

;

and retired behind Tirlemont, at more than two

leagues diftance from the field cf battle. Whatever

be the cafe, his conduct was perfidious in fending no.

advice of his retreat to General Dumourier, which

expofed the right and centre of the army to the

whole weight of the enemy. But the enemy did not

avail themfelves of this cowardly retreat j neither to

cut off the left wing, which they might have com-

pleatly done by continuing the purfuit to Tirlemont,

nor to renew the attack upon the centre and the

light, whofe flank was entirely expofed to them.

General Champmorin, who had made himfelf

mafter of Leaw, and had remained in that pofition 9

till he faw the retreat of General Miranda, did not

abandon it till late in the day, when he repaired the

river by the bridge of Bingen, which he cut down

after him, and returned to his former pofition of Op=

linter. And, perhaps, it was owing to the poiTeilion

of this poll at Leaw, that the Imperialifts did not

purfue
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purfue their advantage againfr. the left wing of the

French, on the retreat of Miranda ; fmce, in that

cafe, General Champmorin might have taken their

right in flank.

General Dumourier paffed the whole time of ac-

tion in regarding the movements of his centre and

right wing, in re-eftabliming order in the different

parts that gave way, and enfuring fuccefs in that

quarter, which was the more effential, as it was

charged with the whole weight of the manoeuvres.

At two in the afternoon, he obferved that the firing

on his left, which till then had been very brifk, was

ceafed ; but he attributed this fiience to fuccefs.

—

The nature of the ground prevented his feeing the

fixth and feventh columns ; and, during the firing

of thefe columns, he could perceive they were ad-

vancing forward. He had, therefore, reafon to fup-

pofe that, the enemy being driven in that quarter,

the fixth and feventh columns had halted, that they

might not over-run the head of the columns on their

right. But no circumftances could lead him to con-

jecture the incredible retreat of General Miranda

;

and he was, perhaps, happy in being ignorant of it,

while he was repairing the diforders of his right

and centre.

Toward the clofe of the day, he obferved, that

feveral columns of the Imperiafifts moved from their

right to reinforce their left, which led him to fuf-

peel the truth ; but it was as yet only fufpicion,

having received no mefTage from General Miranda.

In this fkuation, he paffed the greater part of the

evening before the village of Nerwinde, At length,

his
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other perfon than General Thouvenot, were fuc-

eeeded by the livelieft inquietude. He departed for

his left, accompanied by General Thouvenot, two

aids-de-camp, and two domeitics. Arriving at the

village of Laer, at ten at night, he was utterly afto-

nifhed to find that it had been abandoned by order

of General Dampierre, who after conducting him-

felf with great valour during the engagement, had

in the clofe of the evening without orders repaffed

the Gette with his divifion, and retired to his former

pofition at the village of Efemael.

General Dumourier, continuing his route, arriv-

ed near the bridge of Orfmael, which he fuppofed

to be occupied by part of Miranda's troops, but

found it was in poffeffion of the Auflrian Hulans,

by whom he was on the point of being taken. He
turned back ; and proceeded, by the high road of

Tongres, and Tirlemont : aftonifhed with the filence

and folitude that reigned around him, till he arriv-

ed within half a league of that city. He then learnt

from three or four battalions, that were fcattered in

diforder, and without cavalry, along the fide of

the high road, the difafter and difgrace of his left

wing.

In Tirlemont, he found General Miranda writing

to his friends with great compofure. General

Valence had already ufed every effort to induce

Miranda to return to the attack, alluring him that

the French were victorious on their right, and in

the centre ; and that, by his return, fuccefs would

be altogether infured. General Dumourier com-

manded



C 89 3

mantled him, in very fevere terms, to aflemble his

troops immediately, even during the night, and to

poft them on the heights of Wommerfem, on the

high road, and on the bridge of Orfmael, as well

as that of Neerhelpen, for the purpofe of, at leaft,

fecuring the paffage of the Gette, and the retreat

of the right and centre, now in the midft of the

enemy's army, with a river behind them.

Such was the fate of the battle of Nerwinde

;

which had been entirely fuccefsful on the part of

the French, if General Miranda, inftead of re-

treating, on perceiving the firft diforder in his

two columns, had lined the Gette with his troops,

and had maintained the two bridges of Orfmael and

Neerhelpen. This retreat was the more unfor-

tunate, as the two columns loft above two thoufand

men, while the reft of the army did not lofe more

than fix hundred, after a fevere and obftinate con-

teft, which coft the Imperialifts more than fourteen

hundred men. The French had about three thou-

fand killed or taken, and more than a thoufand

wounded, and loft great part of their cannon.

In this engagement, faults were committed on

both fides. The French did not attack the town of

Middlewinde, which was the decillve point of the

action, with fufficient vigour, and afterward aban-

doned that poft without any vifible neceflity. Gene-

ral Neuilly, after the firft fuccefs, put every thing

again to hazard by abandoning the village of Ner-

winde, on an uncertain order. Miranda, having al-

ready made himfelf mafter of the village of Orfmael,

turned the fate of the day, by yielding to the terror

N of
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of his troops, and commanding a retreat that be-

came an abfolute flight.

The Imperialifts committed feveral errors : in not

difputing the paffage of the Gette ; in not falling

upon the three columns of the right, both in front

and in flank, while they were marching forward to

the attack, and were expofed to the fire of the vil-

lages of Laer, of Nerwinde, Middlewinde, and

Oberwinde ; in abandoning the elevated and advan-

tageous poft of the tonlb of Middlewinde, and in

not ere&ing.a battery on it previous to the engage-

ment ; in neglecting to occupy Leau, on their right;

and, finally, in not having availed themfelves of

Miranda's retreat, either in falling upon his troops,

or attacking the left flank of the columns belonging

to the centre of the French army, that were in the

heat of the action before Nerwinde, by the whole

of their right wing which no longer had an enemy

in front of theirs.

CHAP. VIL

Retreat of the i gth of March. Aclion of Gotzen-

hoven.

GENERAL DUMOURIER now faw the necef-

fity of fecuring his retreat. The poft of Leaw, on

which the poffeffion of the field of battle depended,

was abandoned by his troops ; and, in the difmay

which had feized upon the other two columns of his

4 left
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left wing, the moft he could hope was to lead them

back to the banks of the Lefier Gette, to induce

them to pafs the river, and return to the field of bat-

tle was impomble. Thefe two columns had loft part

of their cannon in their flight ; the Generals, and fu-

perior officers of thefe troops, were in no condition

to undergo the fatigues of a frefli combat ; and, in-

dependent of the real lofs of thefe columns by the

fword of the enemy, more than 6000 men had de-

ferted, and were on their road to Bruffels and

France.

Dumourier pafled the remainder of the night in

giving orders for the retreat of his centre, and right

wing, which was then commanded by the Duke de

Chartres, who conducted himfelf with coolnefs, cou-

rage, and judgment.

The Imperialifts had in truth gained a great vic-

tory, but they were not certain of their fituation.

They had been fo difconcerted with the important

advantages gained by the right and centre of the

French army, that they made no attempt to purfue

their advantage over the left. They faw the French

ftill in order of battle and ready to recommence the

action, and they really imagined that the left wing

of the French was about to return to its former pofi-

tion. Hence they threw no more obftacles on the

French in their retreat, than the day before on their

advancing to the attack.

This retreat was effected in open day-light, the

columns repafiing the river in the order in which

they had advanced, and altogether with the fame

fteadinefs. Dumourier fent General Thouvenot to

N 2 the
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the right, to receive the columns, and place them
in order .of battle from, Gotzenhoven to Hacken-

dower, while he took upon himfelf to affemble the

columns of the left wing, and to poft them on the

heights of Wommerfem, and at the bridge of Orf-

mael. The enemy's troops were already mailer of

this bridge 5 and Dumourier, to prevent their ad-

vancing further on the caufeway. fent orders to Ge-

neral Dampierre, polled at Efemael, to make a

movement to the left with half of his divifion, for

the purpofe of flanking the caufeway, and to main-

tain that pofition till the centre fhould have repaired

the river, and then to retreat flowly to the new po-

fition that the troops were taking, with their right

at Gotzhoven, their left at Hackendower, and hav-

ing the LeiTer Gette in their front.

This order, completely executed by General Dam-

pierre, preferved the army from deltruction j for

the two columns that had fled had acquired fuch apa-

thy from the lhame of the preceding day, and were

fo fcattered, that it was ten in the morning before

Dumourier could form them, fo as to march with

good order to take pod at Hackendower, on the

right and left of the high road.

The firft column of the Imperial army had pafled

the bridge of Orfmael, and had already formed with

its artillery in the heights of Wommerfem. But

Dumourier could never prevail on his troops to at-

tack that poll, which commanded the ground on

which they had formed, although they were extreme-

ly harraffed by the artillery on thefe heights, and fuf-

tained this inceuant firing with unfhaken conftancy.

On
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On this occafion Dumourier had nearly fallen.

His horfe was killed under him by a cannon ball.

The readinefs with which he recovered from this

fituation was the means of preventing new diforder,

and probably a fecond flight which this circumftance

was on the point of occafioning.

The troops, which in the aclion of the preceding

day, had fled with fuch precipitation, now endured

the terrible difcharge of the Imperialifts, with great

intrepidity. But in this conduct General Dumou*
rier perceived nothing more than a blind obftinacy,

altogether deftitute of the daring courage that he

wifhed to excite in them. He exhorted them to

charge with bayonets the enemy on the heights

of Wommerfem, and feveral times he put himfelf

at their head, without being able to make them ad-

vance ; too happy, indeed, in feeing them continue

firm in their pofition, which was eminently more

dangerous than a vigorous attack on thofe troops,

who, being feparated from the reft of the imperial

army, and having the river in their rear, might have

been totally overthrown.

The left wing of the Imperialifts betrayed the

fame difpofition, occafioned by the fame caufe, as

that of the French. Thefe troops fufFered the right

and centre of the French to repafs the river without

moleftation, and even to range themfelves in order

of battle in the pofition of Gotzenhoven, before

they could refoive to pafs the river in order to at-

tack them. Thus, the whole day palfed on both

fides in manoeuvring, with the exception of fome

cannonading and difcharges of mufkets. The two

armies
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armies refted on their arms, in order of battle, the

whole night, very near to each other.

This cool and fleady retreat was the more ad-

mired by the Imperialifts, becaufe the troops did

not fall back more than three quarters of a league,

and feemed to be only returning in great order to

the ground they occupied before the battle. During

the evening of the 19th, however, General Dumou-
rier perceived by the apathy which pervaded his

troops, that, mould he make a ftand the next

morning againft the enemy, he would be infallibly

beaten.

There has been no period when the French

foldiery could be conducted fuccefsfully without great

regard being paid to their temper and their feelings

;

and the importance of this circumftance, in con-

ducting them in battle, has been eminently heighten-

ed by the revolution, which, having entirely de-

stroyed military difcipline, has increafed the force'

of the intractable and capricious fpirit belonging

to the national character. The active and impetu-

ous difpofition of the French is calculated to carry

them forward to conqueft, but not to preferve con-

quers. A defenfive and methodical war does not

dirninim their bravery, but it wearies and contra-

dicts their impatient fpirit. When once wearied

and difpirited, the French troops being no longer

reftrained by the feverity of military laws, abandon

their leaders and their colours, and defert without

the leaft thought of the confequences.

The troops of the line, (till influenced by a

remnant of their former military fpirit, an attach-

ment
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ment to their colours, and the fear of difgrace, con«

tinued firm, and were yet to be relied on by the

General ; but the national guards, compofing three-

fourths of the army, declaring loudly that it was

fruitlefs to lavifh their lives in Belgium, and that

they ought to return and defend their own frontiers,

departed by whole companies and battalions. To
have attempted to retain them by force would have

been ineffectual, as well as dangerous.

No courfe was now left to Dumourier but to re-

treat with the troops, in good order, for the pur-

pofe of concealing their defedlions, and to prevent

their being maffacred by the Imperialists and pea-

fants of the country. In this fad condition the Ge-

neral was conftrained to pafs the Greater Gette dur-

ing the night, and to retire to the heights of Cump-

tich, behind Tirlemont. All his movements for

this purpofe, being performed with a precifion that

fcarcely could have been expected from more difci-

plined, and even victorious troops, were attended

with the greateft fuccefs. The Imperialists, deceiv-

ed by the fires that were carefully kept up, and re-

trained by the vigour of the rear guard, did not put

themfelves in motion till the 20th, when they recon-

noitred Tirlemont, from which the French had had

time to withdraw their magazines. However, Ge-

neral Miaczinfky, who was charged with the evacua-

tion of that city, loft one of his cannon by the pre-

cipitation of his retreat.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Retreat of the 10th and 21ft of March.—Engagement

ofNeerivelpe—La Croix and Danton at Louvain.*—
Engagement of the 22d of March.

DUMOURIER's pofition at Cumptich had the

advantage of being confiderably elevated above the

Gette. In this camp his front faced Tirlernont ; his

left was fecured by the river Welpe, which turning

fhort ran upon his rear by Bauterfem and Wertryk

;

his right, pcfted behind Hougaerde, was not fo well

defended. The General, however, could not main-

tain himfelf long in this pofition, nor was it any pro-

tection to Louvain if the Imperialifts fhouid pafs by

Dieft ; nor to BrufTels if they mould turn by Judo-

igne. He, therefore, availed himfelf of the 20th

of March, while the enemy were before Tirlernont,

to pafs the Welpe, and encamp near Bauterfem,

having his right at Op and Neer welpe, and his left

on the heights and in the woods in front of Zuellen-

berg.

He fent General Neuilly, with his divifion increaf-

ed to 6000 men, toward Judoigne, with orders to

prevent detachments of the Imperialifts from pene-

trating on that fide, to watch their motions, and, if

they mould appear with a force greatly fuperior, to

fall back to BrmTels by the foreft of Soignies. Du-
mourier gave General Neuilly inftru&ions refpecling

the means of defending this foreft, and wrote to Gen.

Duval to reinforce Neuilly with as many men as he

could
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could fpare from the garrifon of BrufTels, and the

new levies which might arrive there. He alio or-

dered General Duval to arreft the deferters and fend

them back to his army-

He commanded General d'Harville to place a gar-

rifon of 2,500 men in the citadel of Namur, and to

hold himfelf in readinefs to march with the remain-

der of his troops, either toward BrufTels, or in fuch

other direction as mould be rendered neceffary

by the motions of General Beaulieu, who was ad-

vancing with 8000 or ip,ooo men by the route of

Huy.

Dumourier threw into Diefl a garrifon, which

appeared to him to be fufficient j General Champ-

morin having inaccurately reported this place to be

ftronger than in fa£t it was. He polled General

Miaczinfky at the abbey of Gemps, in communica-

tion with Died. He reinforced the garrifon of Ma-

lines. He fent General Ruault to Antwerp, to af-

fid Lieutenant-General Marafle, and to take the

command of the army in that quarter, which rein-

forced by the divifion of General La Marliere,

amounted to more than 20,000 men. He recom-

mended to General Ruault to hold the pod of Liers

as long as it was poffible, and to fall back within the

lines of Antwerp, if the 'Pruffians and Dutch ihould

advance upon him in too great force.

On the fame day, the 20th of March, a detach-

ment of the enemy "without cannon, and inferior in

numbers to the garrifon of Died, appearing before

that place, the garrifon fled in a cowardly manner

as far as Malines. But the advanced guard ox the

O Impe-
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Imperialifts making an attack upon the villages of

Op and Neer-welpe was repulfed.

While Dumourier was engaged in repulfing this

attack, the commiffioners of the Convention, La.

Croix and Danton, arrived in his camp, but he fent

them to Louvain, where he followed them on the

evening of that day. They appeared extremely af-

fected with the recent defeat of the army, but in a,

ftill greater degree with the defertion of the troops -,

having met at Bruflels and in various parts of their

route, entire corps returning to France. But, what-

ever was their concern on thefe fubjects, their minds

were much more engaged, as they laid, in the exe-

cution of the commiflion with which they were

charged : to prevail on the' general to retract his let-

ter of the 1 2th of March ; which, by its too great

franknefs, bad ftirred up the bittereft refentmerit of

the Convention againfl: him.

Dumourier anfwered that he had exprefled no

more in his letter than his real fentiments ; that the

difafters to which they wer£ witnefs were the necef-

fary confequence of the evils of which he had com-

plained ; that he fought only to remedy thofe evils,

by putting an end to the tyranny and injuftice ex-

ercifed in Belgium ; that the neceffity which they

rnuft perceive of his retiring front a country in

which he had no means of defence ought to convince

them of the prudent tenor of his proclamations,

againfl: which, the convention were prejudiced,

only, becaiife they were mifinformed- and betrayed y

that thofe proclamations had induced the pealants of

Belgium to lay down their arms, ' and had reftoreda

' '
- degree
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degree of confidence between the French and Belgi-

ans, and were, therefore, the means of faving the

troops who diforganized, beaten, difgufted and dif-

pirited, were altogether incapable of defending

themfelves againft the Imperiaiifts, more numerous

than themfelves and fluihed with vi&ory, and at the

fame time againft the people of the country, mould
the refentment of thefe latter be again excited.

The commhTioners were conftrained to acknow-

ledge the juftice of thefe reprefentations ; but ftill

continued to infift on the general's retracing his

letter. The general, after reviewing before them

all the fubjects of his complaints, and fetting forth

in the ftrongeft manner, the misfortunes that were

on the eve of refulting from the unwife and unjuft

conduct of the convention, made a pofitive declara-

tion to the commiffioners that he would in no part

retract his letter, fince the lofs or the gain of a bat-

tle could not effect any change in his principles, opi-

nions, or character. The Commiffioners conducted

this conference with much addrefs and energy, and

endeavoured to win Dumourier by the mofl flatter-

ing confiderations. At length, after a very long

conteft, the general confented to write a few lines

to the prefident of the convention, in which he re-

queued, that the convention would poftpone theirjudg-

ment on his letter of the 1 2th of March, till heJhould

have had an opportunity offending them an explana-

tion of the reafons of that letter. The two deputies

departed with this unimportant declaration.

On the 2tft, the general being informed of the

lofs of Dieft, refolved to take a pofition nearer Lou-

O 2 vain.
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vain, left the enemy, pafling the canal, mould cut

off his communication with Malines, or fall upon

Louvain itfelf. He polled the divifion of General

Champmorin on the heights of Pellenberg, flanking

his left by that of Miaczinfky, polled at St. Peterf-

roede : General Le Marche with the advanced guard

on the heights of Corbec, fkirting the high road :

eighteen battalions of the army of the Ardennes,

commanded by General Le Veneur, on the heights,

and in the woods of Mezendael : and the divifion

of General Dampierre at Florival, in communica-

tion with General Neuilly's divifion, which fell back

toward Tombeck, at the entrance of the foreft of

Soignies.

During thefe movements, the troops were harraf-

fed by the Imperialifts, who cannonaded them the

whole day. On the morning of the 22d, the ene-

my made a general an k on the polls of Pellenberg,

Corbec and the woods of Mazendael. Blierbeck

was between the enemy and General Le Veneur,

and he had thought proper to occupy it. A column

of Hungarian grenadiers made themfelves mailers

of this village but were driven out with great

fiaughter, and with the lofs of two pieces of cannon,

by the regiment of Auvergne, commanded by Co-

lonel Dumas. The attack on the advanced guard

was lefs vigorous, but that on the pod of Pellenberg

was extremely bloody. General Champmorin de-

fending himfelf with equal courage and ability. He

received a ftrong reinforcement during the attack,

and the enemy were unable to make any impreffion

on his lines. This action was extremely hot, and

lafted
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ed great lofs, and were compelled to retire.

On the evening preceding this brilliant action,

General Dumourier had occafion to fend Colonel

Montjoye to the head quarters of the Prince of Co-

bourg, to treat refpecting the wounded and the pri-

foners. He then faw Colonel Mack, an orficer of

uncommon merit, who obferved to Colonel Mont-

joye, that it might be equally advantageous to both

parties to agree to a fufpenfion of arms. Dumou-
rier, who had deeply coniidered the dangerous fitu-

ation of his army, fent Montjoye again to Colonel

Mack on the 2 2d, to demand if he would come to

Louvain, and make the fame proportion to Dumou-

rier. Colonel Mack came in the evening. The

following articles were verbally agreed to : Firft,

that the Imperialists mould not again attack the

French army in great force, nor General Dumourier

again offer battle to the Imperialifts. Secondly,

that on the faith of this tacit armiftice, the French

mould retire to Bruifels flowly, and in good order,

without any oppofition from the enemy. And lall-

ly, that Dumourier and Colonel Mack mould have

another interview after the evacuation of Bruifels, in

order to fettle further articles that might then be

mutually deemed neceifary.

This ftipulation, the firft that was entered into

between the two generals, became hourly of more

importance to Dumourier. His army was greatly

diminished, efpecially in officers. He had fcarcely

ammunition for a battle j and unfortunately, he was

well
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well perfuaded that, in cafe of a ferious attack, he

fhould be abandoned by his army.

He had fufficient proof of this on the following

day. The Imperialifts thought themfelves fo little

bound by the articles agreed to by Colonel Mack,

that General Clairfayt (who was ignorant of thefe

articles) fell upon the advanced guard and the

troops ported at Pellenberg. The action became ge-

neral along the whole front of the army. Champ-.

morin defended himfelf with the fame obftinacy as

before ; but toward the clofe of the action, when

the Imperial infantry were actually retiring, and

there was no longer any enemy before the army, ex-

cepting fome light troops, old General La Marche

became fuddenly terrified ; and, notwithstanding

the intreaties of Montjoye, De Barois, and other

officers of diftinction, he retired in great confufion,

firft, to the abbey of Duparc, and afterwards to the

other fide of the river Dyle, behind Louvain.

The Imperialifts, who acknowledged a lofs of 700

men, (that is to fay 2000 in both actions) were fo

much difcouraged that they took no advantage of

this cowardly retreat, which left a very dangerous

interval between General Le Veneur and General

Champmorin.

General Le Veneur had fought with great vigour

during the whole action, but, feeing himfelf aban-

doned by La Marche, he alfo paffed the Dyle, with-

out waiting for any orders, and polled himfelf be-

tween Coorbeeck and Heverle.

After the defection of thefe two divifions, Dumou-

Tier was compelled to order General Champmorin

to
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to abandon Pellenberg, and to retreat alfo behind

Louvain, paffing through the city, and by the abbey

of Vlierbecke.

General Miacziniky retired by a bridge on the

high road of Died, being protected by a battery of

cannon placed on the heights above.

Dumouvier availed himfelf of thefe two days, tq

remove his wounded, and the flour for his army,

in boacs, to Malines. Other articles belonging to

the troops were thrown into the river ; but the con-

fufion attending the evacuation of Louvain, and the

avarice of individuals, caufed a great quantity of

thefe articles to fall into the hands of the enemy,

who entered Louvain that very evening, as the ge-

neral retired with the garrifon, confiding of five bat-

talions, which formed his rear guard. The Imperi-

alifts alfo took fome boats laden with wounded,

which the efcort abandoned on fight of a few huf-

fars. Thefe wounded foldiers were treated with

great humanity, notwithftanding the atrocious ca-

lumnies of the Jacobins, fpread with a defign of

irritating the French troops, and of inftigating them

to make war without quarter5 and with greater bar-

barity.

The difgraceful retreat of the French from Lou*

vain, is among the inftances that prove how delicate

and dangerous is the fituation of the generals com-

manding the French armies. Having determined

on their plan of attack or defence, and having given

their orders for its execution, they will be conti-

nually fubject to defeat and ruin, if they have not

other plans in referve to (land in the place of orders

ill
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ill executed or difobeyed : they can have no reliance

en the generals under their command, who are fre-

quently the firft to give the example of difobedience,

and fometimes of cowardice: they can never de-

pend for a moment on the real ftrength or pofirion

of the corps that are not in their fight, fince officers,

as well as men, defert or change their pofiticn at

pleafure : they have no means of remedying thefe

ills, fince they dare not puniiTi, being certain of

making moil: dangerous enemies of thofe whofe

faults they do but reprove : they are ever in danger

of wanting even food for their troops, becaufe the

ancient fyftem of providing neceffaries for the army

'has been changed, to ferve the purpofess of ignorant

and felflm men : and, they will feldom dare to

hazard the great movements that decide the fate of

war, with foldiers, who, though prefumptuoufly

brave, are deftitute of good officers, are ill armed,

inexperienced, eafily difcouraged, mutinous, fond

of reafoning, and altogether let loofe from military

hw.

But, if a General be notwithstanding fuccefsful,

the calumnies of the Journals, and Clubs await him,

and he is fure of being accufed before the fufpicious,

blind, and imprudent Convention. If he be un-

fortunate, the whole weight of refponfibility is

thrown upon him, and he is branded with the

name of coward or traitor.

Such is the fituation in which the Republic of

France places her generals in a war, on which de-

pends, not only the political exiflence of the na-

tion, but the individual liberty of every citizen.

Dumourier
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Dumourier has been replaced by Dampierre, who
had the good fortune to be killed in battle ; Dam-
pierre by Cuftine, who perifhed on a fcaffold ; the

latter by Houchard, who was difgraced the moment
that he had defeated the Duke of York, and raifed

the fiege of Dunkirk ; and it is the deteftable

jourdan * who now commands the army, which

alone (lands between Paris and the vengeance of

the powers of Europe.

In Alface, on the fouthern frontier, and in the

interior part of France, we have feen the fame fuc-

ceffion of generals. Every old and experienced

officer has been driven from the fervice; and phyfi-

cians, painters, and poflilions command armies. It

is faid that Caligula made his horfe conful. People

of France, become as degenerate as you are cruel,

you yourfelves prepare the inftruments of your

deftruction

!

* We are aflured by emigrants, arriving here from the army,

that it is not Jourdan, of Avignon, who commands the armies.

Note of the Editor §.

§ By the above note it appears that Dumourier had miftaken Ge-

neral Jourdan, who defeated the barbarians at Maubeuge, for Jour-

dan the Affaffin of Avignon. T.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

Retreat to Brujfels.—Evacuation of Brujfels.—Camp

of Enghien.—Camp of Ath.—Conference at Ath

with Colonel Mack.—The Arreft of General Mi-

randa*

THE diforder accompanying the retreat from

Louvain utterly checked the energy the army had

difplayed in the two preceding combats. Happily,

night concealed this univerfal defection of the troops

from the enemy, who, notwithstanding the verbal

flipulations agreed to by Colonel Mack, would pro-

bably have feized upon this opportunity to deftroy

or entirely difperfe the French army.

Dumourier with great difficulty prevailed on the

troops to halt on the heights of Coztenbergue, half

wav on the road to BruiTels. And this new cala-

mity induced him to make an entire change in the

difpofition of the feveral corps under his command,

lie fent an order to General Duval to prepare for

the evacuation of BruiTels. He removed old Ge-

neral la Marche from the command of the advanced

guard, which he gave to General Vouille. He
formed this advanced guard, which was now become

the rear guard, of a ftrong body of the artillery, of

all the cavalry of the army, and of twenty-five bat-

talions, almoft the whole of which were troops of

the line. He himfelf took pofl in this rear guard

which amounted to near 15,000 men, and which

indeed
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indeed might be faid to be his army. The other

part of the troops marched under the protection of

this chofen body, which behaved hra manner worthy

the importance of its ftation.

Dumourier eftablifhed his camp under the walls

of BruiTe's, by the fide of the little river of Woluwe,
having his right at San-peters-woluwe, and his left

at Vi'verde. Having taken the precaution of tran-

sporting his park of artillery to Anderlecht, he fent

it off on the 23d to Tournay, by the road of

Enghien and Ath, keeping only the cannon necef-

fary for his rear guard.

The Prince of Cobourg, who was ignorant of

the deplorable condition of the French troops, no
doubt deemed himfeif happy in the fufpenfion of

arms which procured him poffeflion of the Nether-

lands, without further combat. But refiftance on

the part of Dumourier could only have tended to

lay wade the country without enabling him to

keep his footing in it. Since the Emperor Jofeph

demolifhed the ftrong places of thofe Provinces,

they are deftitute of any point that can refift an in-

vading army; a battle gained gives the conqueror

fifty leagues of country, or perhaps drives the van-

quifhed to the extreme frontier*

The engagements entered into by Colonel Mack
were faithfully obferved by the Prince of Cobouro-,

who remained three days at Louvain, fending only

fmall detachments to hang upon Dumouner's rear

guard. The General was therefore at liberty ro

provide for the fafety of BrutTels, and of the other

great cities through which the French army were
P 2 compelled
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compelled to pafs on their retreat. Juftice and

humanity demanded that the Belgians mould not be

pillaged, and it was effential to avoid every means

of irritating them. They had pardoned the excefles

committed by the French, and had rendered them

new fervices, and it was a duty to avoid opening

the recent wounds of the country, fmce in that cafe

defpair would have again driven them to arms, and

the French, furrounded by the Auftrians and Be!=

gians, had been entirely facrificed.

On rhe 25th, the army paffed through Bruffels,

obferving the greatefl order and good conduct, and

proceeded to Hall, from whence the General defign-

ed they fhouid march in two columns to the fron-

tiers of France. No pillage was committed by the

troops, nor were any infult offered, or reproaches

made on either part. The inhabitants of BrmTels

did not forgive this feryice rendered them by Gene-

ral Dumourier. They have expreffed their remem-

brance of it by marks of public efleem *. Dumou-

rier reflects on the juftice they have done him with

pleafure, and he would not have been profciibed 9

and a fugitive, had he every where found equal juf-

tice.

The General's object now was to provide for the

fafety of the different detached forces
3 and to con-

* Dumourier will be ever refpected and beloved by the Belgi-

ans. It was in the attempt to fave them from the decree of tlie

15th of December that he fell. They will never forget the cou-

rage and humanity he exerted in their behalves. The Editor.

'ventures to make this promife in the name of his country. Note by

the Editor.

cert
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cert fuch movements as that their retreat might keep

pace with his.

While General Beaulieu was penetrating with fe-

ven or eight thoufand men by Huy, the Prince of

Hohenloe was advancing by the province of Luxem-

burg againft Namur, which was occupied by 15,000

men, under the command of General d'Harville. But

this divifion had been formed -at the expence of the

garrifons of Givet and Maubeuge ; and the Prince of

Hohenloe, turning by one of thefe places, might

make himfelf mailer of it, and penetrate into France.

Dumourier commanded General d'Harville to

leave 2500 men with provifions and ammunition in

the citadel of Namur j and, dividing the remainder

of bis troops in two columns, to fend one to Givet

under the command of Lieutenant-general Boucher,

and to retire with the other toward Maubeuge

;

halting firft at Charieroy, and afterward porting

himfelf on the heights of Nimy above Mons. In

this polition General d'Harville would cover Mau-
beuge, la Quefnoy, Conde and Valenciennes ; and,

as he would be reinforced at Mons with the divifion

of General Neuilly, confining of 6000 men, his di»

vifion would be augmented to 12,000 men, befide

the reinforcements daily arriving,

In anfwer to thefe initru£tions, General d'Har-

ville informed Dumourier, that he had neither prc«

vifions, ammunition nor money fufficient to provide

for the citadel of Namur fcarcely for fifteen days

order ; that he muft either abandon the citadel or

defend it with the whole of his divifion ; and de-

manded of General Dumourier determinate orders in

what
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what manner to conduct himfelf. With thefe dis-

patches from General d'Harvilie, came alio letters

to the fame effect from General Bouchot, and docu-

ments from the Commiffary Barneville that judified

his ftatements.

Dumourier had no need to deliberate upon the

orders it was neceflary to give General d'Harvilie.

To leave this divifion at Namur, was to rilk the lofs

of Givet or Maubeuge, both in want of troops, and

had either of them [alien into the hands of the ene-

my, the divifion of Namur would have been eafily

furrounded ; and to leave 2^00 men in the citadel,

without money and ammunition, was in effeS to

deliver them to the Auftrians, He therefore order-

ed General d'Harvilie entirely to evacuate Namur,

and retire in. good order to Givet and Maubeuge.

Dumourier confidered the fix battalions polled in

Breda, and the three in Gertruydenberg, as loft,

yet their having provifions for four or five months,

and great (lore of ammunition, would, he knew,

enable them a confiderable time to ftop the progrefs

of the Pruffians and Dutch. In order to keep open

a, communication with this divifion of his army,

Dumourier faw it was neceffary to fecure the citadel

of Antwerp, and commanded General Berneron to

poft himfelf in that citadel with 2000 men, and fix

months ftore of provifions.

Dumourier appointed Lieutenant-general Omoran

to the command at Dunkirk, and along the fea coaft

of the department of the North ; and ordered him

to repair the lines and forts of the intrenched camp

between Dunkirk and Berguesj, to form an intrench-

ed
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ed camp on Mont- Cartel ; to go in perfon to Cour-

tray to take upon him the command of the army of

Holland, and to poft it in the camp of Haerlebecke,

having the Scheldt in front.

He fent orders to General Marad and General

Ruault, to make their retreat, paffing the Scheldt

by the extremity of Flanders through Ghent, to the

camp of Courtray, or Haerlebecke, while the gar-

rifon of Malines mould retire to the fame place by

Dendermonde along the Scheldt ; being careful not

to precipitate their retreat, and to cut down the

bridges after them.

General Durnourier's deiign was, if he could

have held the citadels of Namur and Antwerp, to

have formed a ftrong line, without the territory of

France, running from the right to the left by Na-

mur, Mons, Tournay, Courtray, Antwerp, Breda,

and Gertruydenberg. In this fituation, if the fuf-

penfion of arms mould have continued, he hoped to

have greater influence on the re-eftablifhment of or-

der in France. In the cafe of the fufpenfion of

arms being broken, the Imperialists finding them-

felves in the centre of a femicircle, would be com-

pelled to commence their attack at the two extremi-

ties to proceed with fafety, which would turn the

campaign into a war of fieges on their part, carried

on at the expence of their own territory. Thus Bu-
mourier would have gained time to re-organife and

reinforce his army ; which, having the ftrong places

of France behind it, might have been reflored to its

former confidence.

On
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On this fuppofition Dumourier would have occu-

pied the city of Tournay, and the camp of Antoingj

from which place, if the enemy had been greatly

fuperior, he could have retired to a very ftrong po»

fition in his former camp of Maulde.

In purfuit of this plan (which had undergone no

other change, than that of the evacuation of the

citadel of Namur) he marched on the 26th to Eng-

hien, and on the 27th to Ath, while the divifion of

General Neuilly marched to Mons by Hall and

Braine.

At Ath, he received orders from the Convention,

to arreft the colonel of the 73d regiment of infan-

try, (who had abandoned the army without orders.,

taking with him his two battalions, and returned to

France,) and alfo General Miranda. Dumourier

executed the order that refpecled General Miranda

with regret, fince he was perfuaded, that this rigo-

rous meafure was lefs an a& of juftice, than the ef-

fect of the hatred of the Jacobins againft Pethion

and the Girondifts, who were the friends and pro-

tectors of Miranda. This general found means to

efcape the danger in accufing Dumourier, after his

quitting the army ; an event which was extremely

favourable to Miranda.

On the fame day Colonel Mack arrived at Ath

;

a verbal agreement was again entered into between

that officer and Dumourier ; but this was in much

more formal terms than the former. The colonel

began by expreffing the acknowledgments of the

Imperialifts, for the peaceable manner in which the

retreat of the French troops was conducted, in con-

fequence
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fequeuce of the prudence of General Dumourier's

orders ; by which means the country was fpared the

moft frightful difafters. On the other hand, he

noticed the moderation fhewn by the Imperial gene-

ral, who, while he forbore to harafs the French

troops on their retreat, took care, neverthelefs, to

conceal from both armies the connivance between

the two generals.

It was agreed upon by Dumourier, and Colonel

Mack, that the French army mould remain fome

time longer in the pofition of Mons, Tournay, and

Courtray, without being harafTed by the Imperial

army ; that General Dumourier, who did not con-

ceal from Colonel Mack his defign of marching

againft: Paris, fhouldj when their defigns were ripe

for execution, regulate the motions of the Impe-

rialifts, who fnould only act as auxiliaries in the

execution of their plan; that, in the cafe of Du-

mourier's having no need of affiftance, which was

to be greatly defired by both parties, the Imperialifts

fhould not advance farther than the frontier of

France, and that the total evacuation of Belgium

mould be the price of this condefcenfion ; but if

Dumourier could not effecT: the re-eftablimment of

a limited monarchy, (not a counter revolution,) he

himfelf mould indicate the number and the kind of

troops which the Imperialifis mould furnifh, to aid

in the project, and which mould be entirely under

Dumourier's direction.

Dumourier made Colonel Mack acquainted with

his defign of marching the following day to Tour-

er nay,
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nay, with the march of General Neuilly to Mons,

and of the army of Holland to Courtray.

It was finally decided, that in order to combine

the operations of the Imperial troops under the

Prince of Cobourg, and thofe under the Prince of

Hohenloe, at the time when Dumourier mould

march to Paris, Conde mould be put into the hands

of the Auftrians, as a pledge ; that the Auftrians

mould garrifon the town, but without any preten-

fions to the fovereignty, and on the condition that

it fhould be reftored to France, at the conclufion of

the war, and after an indemnity mould have been fet-

tled by the two parties ; but that all the other towns

belonging to France, ihould, in the cafe of the con-

ftitutional party needing the affiftance of the Impe-

rialifts, receive garrifons, one-half of which mould

be French troops, and the other half. Imperialifts,

under the orders of the French. General Valence,

General Thouvenot, the Duke de Chartres, and

Colonel Mountjoye, affifled at this Conference.

CHAP. X.

Camp of Tournay.

ON the 28th, Dumourier marched to Tournay,

and took the pofition of Antoing, having his ad-

vanced guard in Tournay, and the flanking corps

of the left, commanded by General Miackzinfky,

on Mount Trinity. He lent General le Veneur

with
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with the army of the Ardennes, to occupy the camp

of Maulde.

In this was Madame de Sillery, with Mademoifelle

d'Orleans, whom the general had never till then

feen. Thefe ladies had taken up their refidence at

Tournay, on the advice which Dumourier had be-

fore this given to Lieutenant- General Omoran, who
then commanded in the Tournaifis ; becaufe Made-

moifelle d'Orleans, who was no more than fifteen

years of age, was profcribed in France by the decree

againft the Emigrants. This young Princefs (who

as well as her brothers, the Duke de Chartres, and

the Duke Montpenfier, is perfectly well bred, and

well informed) is an example of virtue, refignation

and conftancy.

The Duke de Chartres, who had ferved the pre-

ceding campaign with diftinguifhed vaiour, and a

pure and difmterefted patriotifm. and who had re-

cently difplayed a degree of courage, and civifm, re-

flecting honour on the French name, was included

in the decree of banifhment, rendered againft the

houfe of Bourbon, and would have been fubject. to

the crueleft vexations the moment that he mould en-

ter France.

Dumourier, during the two days that he paffed at

Tournay, teftified by every circumftance in his pow-

er the lively concern that he took in the fate of this

unfortunate and amiable princefs. As both me and

Madame de Sillery were greatly in dread of falling

into the hands of the Imperialifts, becaufe of the in-

fluence which they fuppofed the emigrants to poffefs

with the Emperor, Dumourier on his departure from

Q_ 2 Tournay,
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Tournay, caufed them to be conducted to St,

Amand. When the general's protection, far from

ferving, might have been fatal to thole ladies, they

accepted of an alTyium in Mons, offered ihtm by the

Imperial generals. If the virtues of Mademoiklle

d'Orleans do not find their recompenfe, at leaft,

may me find protection from the hands of a benefi-

cent Providence.

While Dumourier remained in the camp of Tour-

nay, he received intelligence, that General Neuilly's

divifion, on arriving at Mons, inflead of encamping

on the heights of Nirny, had pillaged the maga-

zines, and afterward fled in total diforder (without,

however, being attacked by the enemy,) to Conde,

and Valenciennes. 1 he cavalry only remained with

General Neuilly, and Dumourier commanded him

to retreat with thofe to Conde, fpreading over as

much ground on his march as he could between

Binche, Roe.ux, Soignies, and Leufe ; carrying off

with him the forage, horfes, and carriages, and cut-

ting down the bridges behind him.

The evacuation of Mons rendered Dumourier's

fituation at Tournay very dangerous, his right be-

ing altogether unprotected ; but, independent of the

fufpenfion of arms, his knowledge of the country

made him fecure of his retreat, which he was unwil-

ling to undertake, till he mould have known what

movement was made by his left. He, therefore,

only took the precaution of commanding General

d'Harville to confine himfelf within the camp of

Maubeuge and Givet, in order to prevent the ene-

my
4
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my from penetrating on the French territory, on

that fide.

On the 29th of March, three deputies from the

Jacobins arrived at Tournay. They introduced

themfelves to the general by faying, that they bore

a commidion from Le Brim ; and, prefenting a let-

ter from that minifter, conceived in vague and un-

certain terms ; they declared they had communicati-

ons to make to him refpecting the affairs of Belgi-

um. Thefe three men were Proly, a contemptible

adventurer born at Bruffels ; Desjardines, a writer of

little note, who had been formerly driven from Bruf-

fels ; and Pereira, a Portuguefe Jew. The firfl of

thefe we have feen was already known to the gene-

ral ; the fecond called himfelf a man of letters, and

the third was a furious Jacobin. They were offend-

ed that the general refufed to enter on the fubject of

their embaffy, before Mademoifelle d'Orleans, to

whofe apartments they had exprefsly come to utter

a Philippic againft the General. He made an ap-

pointment to meet them at his own quarters.

The converfation that took place between Dumou-

rier and thefe men, is pretty nearly fuch as they

have reported it to be. They agreed with him in his

opinion of the imbecility of the convention, and on

the neceffity of difperfing that affembly, and efta-

blifhing fome other legifiature. After that, they

founded the general refpecling the perfons who

mould fucceed the convention in their authority

;

and one of them ventured to fay, that the Jacobins

had their prefident, regifters, tribunes, orators, as

well as the habit of difcufTing or determining great

con-
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concerns ; and that, therefore, there was no need to

look further. Dumourier, in his ufual fincere and

decifive manner, utterly rejected this idea
;
ground-

ing his objection on the immorality, raflinefs, cru-

elty, and incongruous qualities of that fociety ; to

which all the misfortunes of France, he declared,

were to be attributed.

Proly faid, how then will you be able to replace the

prefent reprefentatives of the people', and at the fame

time avoid the delays and other defecls of the mode of

eleclion by primary affemblies ? The general anfwer-

ed, nothing is more fimple, or more eafily accomplijhed.

The patriotifm of the adminiflrators of the departments

and, diflricls is, at prefent, well tried and approved. For

this one time, it is but to take all the procureurs-general

of the departments and dijlricls ; and to complete the

number by members of the departments and diflricls.

Thefe will form a very competent legi/lature; they will

re-e/lablijh the conftitution of 1789; all divijions will

be healed in France ; the Royalifts will lay down their

arms ; foreign powers will no longer have any colour

for carrying on the war, and France, having a folid

government with which they can treat, will liften with

readinefs to terms of peace : for do not imagine, the

general added, that the Republic can continue to exift ;

your crimes and your ignorance have defiroyed its

pojfibility.

Thefe three men made fome objection to the ge-

neral's proportions, but they liflened very tran-

quilly to thofe blafphemies of the general, of which

they afterward gave fo dreadful an account. Def-

jardines, who proceeded further than the reft in his

addrefs
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addrefs and artifice, faid, that he mould return to

Paris to give an account of his million ; and that he

hoped foon to fee the general again. They took

their leave of Dumourier without moleftation ; and

certainly, he never thought of arrefting emiflaries

of fuch little confequence.

General Dumourier has no doubt that, had he

feconded their idea of replacing the National Con-

vention by the fociety of Jacobins, he had entirely

gained the confidence of that fociety; but he ac-

knowledges that his temper, perhaps too fincere in

this inftance, robbed him of the poffibility of feem-

ing to yield to their meafures. He inftantly per-

ceived that he could not turn this inflrument to his

purpofes, but by plunging into a feries of horrid

crimes ; and the events that have fucceeded, have

proved to him, that his judgment was not er-

roneous.

On the fame day, he received a letter from the

feven commiffioners of the convention, met at Lifle,

who commanded him to appear in that city, to an-

fwer to the charges alledged againft. him. He an-

fwered, that being in fight of the enemy, employed

in re-organizing his army, and reftoring its courage,

(which was indeed true) he could not quit the army
for an inflant ; but if the commiffioners would come
to him at Tournay, he would anfwer every accufa-

tion with his ufual franknefs j that when he mould

have accomplifhed his retreat, and the army mould

be fafe in the French territory, he would have more
leifure to take into confideration his perfonal affairs

;

in a word, that he would never enter Lifle, except-

ing
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ing it mould be with troops to puniih cowards, who
had abandoned their colours and calumniated the

moft intrepid defenders of their country.

CHAP. XI.

Retreat to the Camp of Maulde.

GENERAL DUMOURIER was extremely un-

eafy refpecting the fate of the troops at Antwerp

;

having received no intelligence from that quarter,

and fearing indeed, that General Ruault who bore

his orders to General Marafife, had fallen into the

hands of the enemy.

The retreat from Antwerp acrofs the Scheldt, by

the extremity of Flanders, was long and difficult.

But Dumourier knew that the enemy were lefs nu-

merous in that quarter than the troops at Antwerp.

The Prufiians and Dutch were before Gertruyden-

berg and Breda ; and Colonel Mylius, who prefent-

ed himfelf before Antwerp, had not more than

2000 men, and thofe were irregular troops of the

Imperial army.

But the French troops at Antwerp had fallen into

ftlll greater diforder than any other part of the

army. They were feized with a panic, and the ge-

nerals were no longer mailers of them. On the

26th, Colonel Mylius had the audacity to fummon

the city. Part of the French troops had already

croffed
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croffed the Scheldt, but, inftead of waiting for the

remainder, they precipitately retired by Bruges to

Dunkirk, excepting a fmall body of them, which

Colonel Thouvenot prevailed upon to halt at Ghent.

General Maraffe had funk the Ariel frigate accord-

ing to Dumourier's inft.ruct.ions, after fending away

her marts, rigging, and guns, by the canals, to

Dunkirk. He had alfo fent away part of the ma-

gazines of the garrifon, but a great part (till re-

mained, and more than 8000 men.

As the terror and confufion which before had

fpre'ad among the troops redoubled on the approach

of Colonel Mylius, a council of war was held, in

which it was unanimoufly decided, that it was more

prudent to fave this part of the army together with

the magazines and other effects belonging to the

French nation, than obftinately to rifk the lofs of

ihe whole.

It is irnpoffible for Dumourier to form a candid

judgment of this capitulation, fmce the rapid fuc-

ceffion of important events that followed, prevented

him from any perfect knowledge of the circum-

(cances of the garrifon. The Imperialiits are ex-

tremely dextrous in the difpofition and conduct of

their advanced guards, multiplying them to ihe eyes

of an enemy, and mifleading the enemy refpecling

their real force. It is alfo to be prefumed, that the

French generals, emb.arraffed and difco.ncerfed by

the dilbrder prevailing among their troops, imagin*

ed the whole Prufilan and Dutch army to be before

the place. No excufe, however, is to be ma.ue for

their having furrendered the citadel, which was al-

togetherD
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together independant of the city, and in no one cafe

ought 10 have been included in that capitulation..

On the 27th or . 8th of March, the French troops

quitted Antwerp. None of them palled by Cour-

tray, and they were not at liberty to encamp at Haer-

lebecke, as had been defigned They entered the

French territory in different bodies, and at different

times, and part of them were difpofed of by General

Omoran in the camp of Caflel and the lines of Dun-

kirk, and the remainder helped to form the camp of

Madelaine, near Lifle.

It was not till the 29th that Dumouner received

intelligence of this difperfion of more than 20,000

men of his army, and even then his intelligence was

unaccompanied by any detail. The difperfion of

the body of troops under Neuilly, and the evacua-

tion of Mons, had expofed his right, and that of

Courtray new expofed his left to (till greater dan-

ger, which the enemy might turn, approaching by

the left of the Scheldt, and if he mould be compell-

ed to retreat before the enemy in the prefent difpo-

fition of his troops, he had nothing to expert but

to be compleatly routed.

For thefe reafons, he refolved to raife the camp

of Tournay in the morning of the 30th. He had

before this, fent General le Veneur to occupy that

of Maulde. He fent the army of the North, by the

bridge of Mortagne, to encamp in the ftrong por-

tion of Bruille, which he ordered to be joined by

three bridges to the camp. He fent General Miac-

zinfky with 4000 men to occupy Orchies, to fecure

a communication with Lifle, and he eftablifhed" his

3 head
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bead quarters with his park of artillery at St.

Amand.

By the unexpected furrender of the citadel of

Antwerp, the garrifons of Breda and Gertruyden-

berg were entirely cut oft from all communication

with the army. They amounted to near 6000 men,

that were on the point of being facrificed without

the hope of affiftance, and without any fervice to en-

fue to France. Dumourier, therefore, fent orders,

through the medium of Colonel Mack, to General

de FlerSj and to Colonel Tilly, who commanded in

thofe two places to capitulate, on condition of being

at liberty to march to France with arms and baggage.

This was accordingly done ; and was an important

fervice rendered France, fince one half of the army

had already deferted.

At this period the fafety of the frontier towns in

France was entirely owing to the fufpenfion of arms;

for had the Imperialists preffed forward, fuch was

the diforder prevailing in the French army, they

mud have penetrated the frontiers.

In the midft of this chaos of things, and of the

difcontents and diforders that refulted in the French

army, the troops never ceafed to exprefs an attach-

tachment to their general, rendering juftice to his

efforts to preferve them from ruin. The rear guard,

and the troops of the line efpecially, who had always

feen him the lad in every retreat, in the day or at

night, and always expofed to the greateft danger,

were moved with refpecl, and even companion for

the general, and with extreme refentment acrainfi:

his enemies, the jacobins and the National Conven-

K- 2 tion 3
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tion. A wifh for the re-eitablifhment of a limited

Monarchy was almoft: general in the army. A few

of the battalions of volunteers only dared openly to

efpoufe the Republic. The cavalry, and the troops

of the line, were altogether decided ; and the artil-

lery declared that, in every cafe, they would defend

their general. It was openly propofed to march to

Paris, and to overthrow the Anarchifts, to whom
the army juftly attributed the whole of their difgrace

and misfortunes. It being faid that the general was

to be commanded to appear at the bar of the Nati-

onal Convention, their conftant language was, that

they themfelves would conduct the general to Paris,

and would (hare his fortunes.

Dumourier attentively obferved this difpofition in

the troops, which he faw was fupported by the com-

plaints of the generals, and of the greater part of

the other officers. Thefe latter, feeing the generals

under whom they had been conducted to victory,

outraged in the jacobin Journals, accufed of treach-

ery, arretted, and treated without regard to decency

or juftice, naturally concluded, that their own ele-

vation to the fuperior ranks, would but expofe them

to the fame difafters. Some of the generals, how-

ever, among whom was Dampierre, kept up a per-

fidious correfpondence with the leaders of the Anar-

chifts ; and, hoping to fupplant their fuperiors, by

the aid of the prefent diforders, they loudly pro-

claimed the fame doctrines as their colleagues of

Paris, and by their falfe infinuaticns kept alive the

Jacobin phrenzy that infe&ed part of the army.

The
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Tiie two parties were now in the greatefi: fermen-

tation, and the conteft tended to an iffue which

could not bat be prompt and violent. Three Com-

miffioners of the Convention, Lequinio, Cochon,

and Bellegarde were in Valenciennes ; thefe already

treated the army and its generals as rebels, would

not permit any communication between them and

the garriibn, and ftopt their convoys of provifion

and money. They were bold enough to hazard a

manifefto again ft Dumourier, which theyfentto the

army, and the garrifon of Conde.

The garrifon of Conde, confirming of four batta-

lions and a regiment of cavalry, under General

Neuilly, were extremely divided in opinion, but they

feemed to incline to fupport Dumourier, to whom
General Neuilly was altogether attached.

At Lifle, the conteft was ftiil more marked and

more violent. The Commiffioners of the Conven-

tion, who had made this place their point of union,

and the jacobin Club inftigated an extremely nume-

rous populace agajnft the higher rank of citizens.

On the other hand the foldiers, efpecially the troops

of the line, broke out into tumults, and fpcke loud-

ly in behalf of their general, and againft the Anar-

chifts. But they were without leaders, and their

meafures were void of plan and conduct. A-ffignats

were alfo fuccefsfully distributed among thefe troops,

and the lame means were employed in the army un-

der the general's immediate command, and even

with ihofe neareft to his perfon.

The Commiffioners of the Convention alfo endea-

voured to nccomplifh their defigns by aflaffination.

On
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On the 31(1 of March, fix volunteers, of the third

battalion of La Marne, demanded leave to fprak to

the general, who ordered them to be introduced.

They entered with their hats on, the back part be-

ing placed in the front, having the word Republic

chalked on them, They made a long and fanatical

harangue to the general, the purport of which was ?

that they, and many others of their comrades, had

fworn to fend him to the bar of the National Con-

vention, or, in imitation of Brutus, to flab him.

Dumourier anfwered with great compofure and gen-

tlenefs, that they were blinded by a miftaken zeal j

that they could not but perceive the unfortunate

condition of France ; and that the rage with which

remedies were applied, ferved only to prove the im-

poffibility of maintaining the Republic, fince an un«

juft and unreftrained government could not long ex-

ift. While the general fpoke, they approached with

a defign of furrounding him, which, perhaps, would

have been effected, but for the intrepidity of the

faithful Baptifle, who feized upon the foremoft, and

called the general's guard to his affiftance. The vo-

lunteers attempted to refill, but they were over-

powered ; and the general not only faved their lives,

but prevented their being ill treated. He contented

himfelf with fecuring their perfons rn prifon.

'J 'he indignation of the army was general ; and on

the fame day the different corps prefented ad-

drefles figned by individuals of every rank, profef-

fing an inviolable attachment to their general ; and

the greater part of them expreffing their defire of

marching to Paris to re-eftabliih the conftitution.

After
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After hoftilities had been thus commenced by the

Cornmiilioners of the Convention, and after the

troops had thus declared their wifhes, Dumourier

fet about the means of making himfelf m after of Va-

lenciennes, Conde, and Lifle ; without which he

could ftrike no blow of importance.

He now readily acknowledges that, although he

did not for a moment lofe fighr of his object, he

failed in negle&ing means which, doubtlefs, were

neceffary at that period ; but which he was induced

to reject by his averfion to perfidy andi cruelty. He
relied too confidently on the ftrength of his legiti-

mate means, and on the good faith and conviction

of his troops ; and he neither counteracted his ene-

mies by corruption, nor deftroyed the more invete-

rate of them when it was in his power. A meafure

was propofed to him that was probably effentiai to

his intereft. It was, to affemble the troops of the line

in a camp, apart from the reft, and to difarm and

difband the national guard. But this could not be

accomplished without a dreadful effufion of blood ;

for there had long exifted an extreme animofity be-

tween the national guards, and the troops of the

iine. There were many of the battalions of natio-

nal guards, who had feryed' under his command
with great valour, and had lately prefented addreftes

to him, couched in loyal and ftrong terms ; and he

could not prevail on himfelf to recompence them

with difgrace, or perhaps, with death. And, if he

ihould make exceptions in the execution of the plan,

thofe might include difguifed .anarchifts ; and he

£'ould no longer rely with fafety on his troops.

HiftoTy
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Hi (lory prefents no example of opinion having

agitated the paffions of men to fo exceffive a degree,

of having fo greatly disfigured their characters, and

of having fo compleatly bereaved them of all the fa-

cial affections, as in the French Revolution. The
love of liberty was a noble paffion in 1789. It be-

came licentious in 1790 and 1791. By the fuceeffes

of the year 1792, the love of freedom, inflead of

being exalted into heroifrn, degenerated into a blind,

infolent, and barbarous phrenzy ; and the period

that we are reviewing in thefe memoirs added to the

ferocity of its fpirit.

The druggie for afcendancy was not equal be-

tween Dumourier and the jacobins. His means

were enfeebled by his fcruples. The crimes of the

Jacobins were not to be crufhed but by crimes more

incredible than thefe ; corruption was to be oppofed

by corruption, and treachery and cruelty to the at-

trocities and horrors of the jacobins. The feci of

the Jacobins was not to be annihilated but by a

monfter more frightful than i'dei-f j or by a foreign

fword. And hence the fequel of this hiftory, is no

more than an account of the miftakes of D.umourier
5

who embraced the incompatible defigns of preferv-

irig his own efteem, and purging the nation of her

crimes.

In a converfation he had formerly heldat Louvain

with Danton and La Croix, on a propofal made by

thofe Commifiioners relative to a conduct they wifk-

ed the general to adopt in Belgium, by no means

very reputable ; the general obferved (and he has

fmce repeated the obfervation, to Camus) that be

would

l
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would never commit an action, which he regarded as

a crime, even for the falvation of his country. He

has fmce been told that Danton faid, General Dw
mourier wants energy; his mind has never rifen to the

true revolutionary pitch. The revolutionary pitch

rofe after that period ; and Dumourier, who has not

changed, could not but fail in the druggie, fince

to fucceed it was neceffary to difplay crimes greater

than thofe with which he had to combat,

Dumourier fent orders to General Miaczin&y,

'

who was at Orchies, to march with his divifion to

Lifle ; to arreft the Comraiffioners of the Conventi-

on, and the leaders of the Clubs ; to proceed from

thence to Douay and remove General Moreton from

the command of that town ; to proclaim there and

at Lille the unanimous refolution of the army to re-

ftore the Conftitution ; and afterward to proceed by

Cambray to Peronne, where he was to take poft.—

This unfortunate general did not fufficiently perceive

the importance of his charge. He fpoke of it to

various perfons, and among the reft to St. George,

the celebrated Mulatto, Colonel of a regiment of

Huflars, who betrayed the general and drew him

into Lille with a very fmall efcort. The moment

Miaczinfky entered the town, the gates were fhut

upon him. He was arretted, conducted to Paris,

and brought to the fcaffold. This officer was a na-

tive of Poland, and was one of the chiefs of the con-

federation, at the time that Dumourier was'charged

by the court of France to direct its operations. Mi-

aczinlky had been made prifoner in an engagement

with the Ruffians ; and afterward, claiming an in-

S demnity
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demnity from France, in which the General could

not find means to ferve him, he had obtained for

him the rank of major-general, and permillion to

raife a free corps, and had afterward employed him

with great utility to France and the army. Miac-

zinfky, brave in war, did not difplay the fame cou-

rage in his perfonal defence when he was taken, nor

at his death. He accufed Dumourier of various

crimes againil the nation j and even of fome grofs

frauds, that were no doubt fuggefted to him by the

enemies of Dumourier. He alfo accufed La Croix,

which was the caufe of his ruin.

Miaczinfky's troops, after they were quitted by

that officer, wandered on the Glacis of Liile, into

which place the garrifon would not admit them.

Dumourier, receiving intelligence of this, fent one

of his aids-decamp, Colonel Philip de Vaux, to put

himfelf at their head, and to -conduct them to Or-

chies and Doua'y. De Vaux was arretted through

the treachery of a brother officer, taken to Paris,

and executed. He died with great courage and

conftancy.

Philip de Vaux was born at BrufTels, had ferved

in Auftria, and had afterward taken part againft

the Emperor in the revolution of his own country.

Dumourier had known him at Paris, and appointed

him his aid de-camp. He was a man of capacity, of

great courage, and of an exalted and feeling mind.

In fine he poifelfed the qualities neceffary to make a

general officer.

The earrifon of Valenciennes was commanded by

Major-General Ferrand, whom Dumourier had raif-

4 ed
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ed to the rank of Colonel, and afterward to that of

major-general ; and whom he believed to be attach-

ed to his interefts. This officer was of an age not

very liable to be heated with opinions ; and, till this

period, had appeared to be well informed and mode-

rate. But characters moulder away before opini-

ons, and Ferrand became one of the mod intempe-

rate of Dumourier's accufers, and one of the firmeft

fupporters of the anarchifts.

The grand provoft of the army, named 1'Ecuyer,

demanded of Dumourier as a favour, the charge of

arrefting the Deputies at Valenciennes. He was no

fooner in that city, than he became their confident,

and inftrument ; although by a ftrange accident he

perifhed afterward on the fcaffold. While he was

in Valenciennes he had written a circumftantial let-

ter to the general, refpe&ing the arrangements he

had made for arrefting the deputies, and this letter

was found in the pocket of the general's great coat,

on the 4th of April.

Thefe two men, Ferrand and 1'Ecuyer, under-

mined the general's plan for making himfelf mafter

of Valenciennes ; thefe being at firfl: confidentially-

communicated to them j and they effected an entire

change in the difpofition of the troops which he had

contrived to fend there.

Dumourier's defign on Lifle and Valenciennes,

being thus fuddenly defeated, he had no other re-

fource than to make himfelf mafter of Conde. The
fituation of the army, on the extreme frontier of

France, was become altogether embarrafling. The

army depending upon the ftrong towns for fubfift-

S a ence,
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ence, Dumourier was compelled either to difband

them, or to join the Imperialifts, unlefs he could

obtain poffeffion of one of the ftrong towns. The

firfl: of thefe meafures would have deprived him of

all refource, and given a decifive victory to the

Anarchifts. The fecond was repugnant to the feel-

ings of the general, and the troops, infpired by the

laudable principle of national honour ; and he could

not have obtained the univerfal confent of his army

to this meafure, fince the opinions of the troops

were divided, and fince the indefatigable intrigues

of the Jacobins had wrought fuch a change in the

difpofition of the foldiery. And the latter was im-

practicable, becaufe the General had no artillery to

undertake a fiege ; his artillery being fent to Lille

when he retreated from Belgium. The third of

thefe meafures alfo, mufl have produced a civil war.

A regular fiege would have demanded length of

time, during which the foldiery would have made

the fame reflections that operated on the mind of

Dumourier, and which continually retrained him

in the plans that feemed necenary to his object

:

thefe reflections regarded the horror of feeing

Frenchmen combat each other, having foreigners

for fpectators, to whom both parties would have

become a prey, when they mould be mutually inca-

pable of further refinance.

Dumourier therefore thought of leading his army

to Paris. But he could fucceed in that, only in

having the majority of opinions with him. Every

other expedient was at once painful and uncertain.

Every day, every hour diminifhed his hope. He
beheld
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beheld his fituation, without deceiving himfelf, and

without being fubdued by his difficulties. He re-

garded them under every afpect, and he cannot

now recoiled the firft five days of April without

horror.

C H A P. XII.

Arreft of the Commijfioners of the Convention, Camus,

La Marque, Bancal, and S^uinette ; and of Beur-

nonville, Minfter of War*

ON the firft of April, General Dumourier, in

order to be nearer his army, and to favour a project

of furprifing Valenciennes, (which had been pro-

pofed to him, and which failed by the mifconduct

of the general officer who was charged with its exe-

cution,) removed his head quarters from the city of

St. Amand to the fuburbs ; where was Rationed a

chofen body of cavalry, and where he was alio

nearer Conde. Various circumftances had prevent-

ed his proceeding in the firft inftance to the latter

city, but in that neglect he committed a great error,

and perhaps it was the caufe of compleating the ruin

of his affairs. Perhaps it had been better if he had

at firft eftablifhed his head quarters at Conde ; but

the events that palfed in that period were fo fudden

and unforefeen, he was fo effectually (hut out from

intelligence, and was fo compleatly ignorant of all

that palled beyond Valenciennes and Liile, and he

was
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was fo entirely occupied in obferving and moulding

to his purpofe the difpofitions of his army, that to

blame or juftify the conduct into which he was

driven by this flrong chain of circumftances, it is

neceflary to have been in his fituation.

Perhaps even it is well for him that he did not

make himfelf mafter of Conde, for if the incon-

ftancy of the French character had then caufed a

defection in his army, being in the center of that

flrong city, he had been delivered up to his enemies,

or maffacred by his own troops.

The commiffioners of the Convention availed

themfelves of Dumourier's hefitation in this refpect

to vifit Conde, and to iflue proclamations, circulate

affignats, and fill the town with emillaries of the Ja-

cobins. The fixth regiment of infantry, the only

corps of troops of the line which had difcovered a

decided fpirit of Jacobinifm, and a battalion of

National guards of Verfailles, ftruck terror into the

mind of General Neuilly, who thenceforward was

no longer mafter of the place ; although he perfuad-

ed himfelf that he was, and continued to afTert it to

Dumourier, who too long relied on his ill-founded

confidence.

In this battalion of Verfailles, was a captain of

the artillery company, named Le Cointre, fon of

the celebrated deputy of that name of Verfailles.

This young man declaimed vehemently againft the

advocates of the conititution ; and, being rudely

handled on that account by fome dragoon officers,

he quitted the garrifon to lay his complaints before

Pumourier, who caufed him to be arrefted, that he

might
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might have an hoftage for himfelf, in the perfon of

the fon of one of the moft furious among the mem-

bers of the Mountain. Dumourier alfo caufed to be

arretted a lieutenant-colonel, an officer belonging to

the ftaff of the army, who declaimed openly and

vehemently againft him : and having no fecure place

in which he could keep thefe prifoners, he fent them

together with the fix volunteers, who had attempt-

ed to affaffinate him, to Tournay ; requesting Ge-

neral Clairfait to keep them as hoftages in the

citadel.

Lieutenant-General le Veneur, who at the time

of La Fayette's defertion had followed that officer,

and who was indebted to Dumourier for his pardon,

and his re-eftablilhment in his rank, now came to

Dumourier to demand permiffion to retire from the

army, on the pretence of being in an ill flate of

health. His object was, to obtain the command of

the army of the Anarchifts. Dumourier granted

him permiffion to retire, and alfo to a general

named Stetenhoffen, a foreigner whom Dumourier

had made major-general. Dampierre, was at Quef-

noy with his divifion, and carried on a treaty with

the commiffioners of the Convention, as did alfo

General Chancel, who was cantoned at Frefnes.

And their example was followed by General Ro-

fieres, and General Kermorvan, who had the com-

mand of the Belgians in the camp of Bruille.

Dumourier was the more affected by thefe in-

flances of treachery, becaufe all thofe officers had

been indebted to him for their rank, had complain-

ed more loudly than any others againft the anarchifts,

and
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and had preded with more feeming impatience the

execution of his defign of reftoring order. Except-

ing Dainpierre who died in the command of the

army, and Chancel who replaced Neuilly at Conde\,

and was obliged to furrender after a long fiege, thefe

officers have been punifbed for their ingratitude, by

the fufpicions and difdain of their patrons, and the

lofs of their employments. This unhappy example

of treachery of fuperior officers, who were in ap-

pearance moft attached to the caufe of the general,

could not fail to produce a pernicious effect on the

foldiery, and add ftrength to the party of the

Jacobins.

Dumourier now faw that he could no longer hope

to march to Paris without oppofition from his army,

as the temper of his troops at firft feemed to pro-

mife. He faw that he would have to commence by

a civil war, which he had always thought of with

repugnance ; and to compel one part of his troops

to combat the other, a dreadful extremity for a ge-

neral who regarded his foldiers as his children, and

who had never conducted them but by his kindnefs,

and the influence of a mutual affection.

Another circumftance rendered him timid, and

deprived all his meafures of energy. This was, the

danger of the prifoners in the temple. It was

to be feared that the Jacobins would inflantly

facrifice thefe unfortunate victims, whom they Al-

ready treated too unworthily to aiFord any hope that

they would fpare them in the firft moments of their

fear and refentment. Ra,d thofe prifoners been fa-

crificed in confequence of Dumourier's march to Pa-

ris,
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tis, he would have incurred the reproaches of Eu»

rope, and hiftory would have configned him to in-

famy; while he would have prepared for himfelf an,

anguifh, that- would have endured through the re-

mainder of his life.

General Dumourier from the time of his being at

Tournay, inceffantly meditated on this dreadful cir-

cumftance. Befide General Valence, the Duke de

Chartres, and General Thouvenot, who partook of
his councils, he alfo confided his thoughts on this

fuhjecl: to Colonel Montjoye, and Colonel Nordmann,

colonel of the regiment of Berchiny. He propofed

to fend thofe two officers with three hundred huffars

to Paris, on the pretext of arrefting deferrers, and

fending them back to the army, He meant to have

given them difpatches to the minifter of war, which

would have juftified their going to Paris, and would

have given it a natural air, in the cafe of their being

interrogated. They were to proceed as covertly as

poffible by the forefl: of Bondy ; and afterward,

reaching the prifon by the Boulevard oi the temple,

were to force the guard, making falfe attacks in fe-

veral different points, carry off the four iliuflrious

prifoners, placing each of them behind an huffar,

and having a voiture ready in the forefl:, to pufh for-

ward with the utmofl: fpeed to Pont St. Maxence,

where another body of cavalry were to be ported to

receive them.

But to this end it was neceffary to be in poffeflion

of either Valenciennes, or Lifle ; and the circum-

ilances that followed defeated the project, to which

thole two worthy officers whom we have juft named,

T were
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were altogether devoted. There remained no means

of faving the illuftrious prifoners from the rage of

the Jacobins. To form a confpiracy in Paris de-

manded time, and the emigrants had fo ill fucceeded

in attempts of that nature, that it had been madnefs

in the general to have placed any confidence in fuch

a plan. Deprived then of all hope of delivering

the prifoners, the general had no other refource in

their behalf, than to pofTefs himfelf of hoftages for

their fafety. Hence he had fo anxioufly fought to

feize upon the Commiffioners of the Convention at

Lille, and Valenciennes ; and he was now determin-

ed to detain fuch as might put themfelves into his

power.

On the morning of the 5th of April, a captain of

Chaffeurs, whom Dumourier had ported at Pont-a-

Marque, on the road between Lille, and Douay,

with fifteen trufty and refolute men under his com-

mand, with orders to arrefl any couriers, but above

all the Commiffioners of the Convention, if they

took the road from Lifie to Paris, brought him ad-

vice that Beurnonville the minifter of war had pafled

them on his road to Lille, and had informed him

(the captain of Chaffeurs) that he mould afterward

proceed to the head quarters of his friend General

Dumourier. The intimacy that fubfifted between

this minifter and the General was known. Dumou-

rier was aftonifhed that he had received no courier

from Beurnonville, nor any manner of advice re-

fpecting his journey, at a time when the General

could no longer (Jonbt of his being profcribed, and

when the Rubicon was already paffed. This was

the
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the fir ft and the only intimation which Burnourier

received to prepare him for the important fcene that

followed.

About four o'clock in the evening, two couriers

came to the General to announce the arrival of the

minifler of war with four CommiiTioners of the Na-

tional Convention. Terror and defpair were paint-

ed on the countenance of thefe mefiengers. Inter-

rogated by feme of the ftaff officers refpedting the

caufe, they did not hefitate to fay that General Du-

mourier was utterly loft, that the CommiiTioners

came to conduct him to the Bar of the Convention

in virtue of a decree, but that the General would

never reach Paris, fince affaffins were planted on the

road by bands of twenty and thirty, at Gournay,

Rove, and Senlis, in order to murder him. They

even indicated who thefe affaffins were, being Soldi-

ers belonging to two new raifed regiments, called

the HufTars and Dragoons of the republic. The

General had broken a fquadron of the HufTars, for

having refufed to obey their Colonel, and had fent

them back to France on foot and without arms,

which the Jacobins had reftored them in order to af-

faffinate their General. The regiment of Dragoons

confided of men who had committed numerous

.crimes at Paris, from which they had been, lent With

great difficulty to join the army, where they attempt-

ed to repeat their crimes. Their conduct was cow-

ardiy, and attrocious^ and the General was com-

pelled to acl with feverky toward them on his re-

treat from the Netherlands. They afterward defert-

T 2
. ed
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ed and fled to Paris, whence they were now difpatch^

ed to be the accomplices of the HufTars.

Immediately afterward the minifter of war appear-

ed 3 followed by the four Commiffioners, who were

Camus, La Marque, Bancal, and Quinette. The

miniiler after embracing the General, with expref-

fions natural to their mutual attachment, informed

him that the Commiffioners came to notify to the

General a decree of the National Convention. Ge-

neral Valence was already with Dumourier, and the

reft of the ftaff officers now crouded into the apart-

ment. Partaking of the opinions of their general as

they had partaken of his fatigues, dangers, victories,

and defeats, his fate was not to be feparated from

theirs ; and indignation rather than inquietude was

expieffed in their looks. Dumourier faw that this

temper of mind might break out into violent confe-

cuences, which induced him the more to preferve

the compofure with which he was determined to act

in this critical moment.

Dumourier would be unjufl if he did not offer

the homage of his efteem and gratitude, to thofe

generous men, who in the midft of his difgraces pre-

served the conftancy of their friendfhip to him, and

their attachment to principle, by facrifking emolu-

ments and honors, to follow him in his retreat. Nor

can he forbear here to record the magnanimity of

General Valence, who being offered the command

of the Armies on condition of arreting Dumourier,

not onlv fpurned at the offer without hefitation, but

concealed the dangerous temptations laid before

him
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him by the commiffioners of the Convention from

the knowledge of Dumourier.

Camus fpoke for the members of this deputation.

In a manner that expreffed fome degree of irrefolu-

tion, he requeued the general to go into another

room with the deputies, and rniniiter of war, in

order to hear a decree of the Convention refpecting

him. The general anfwered, that as all his actions

had ever been public, and as the fubject of a decree

pafied by feven hundred perfons could be no my fie-

ry, he faw no reafon for complying with the requeit,

and thought that the officers who were prefent ought

to be witrieffes of whatever fhould pafs in this inter-

view. Beurnonville, however, as well as the depu-

ties, urged the requelr, with fuch appearance of re-

fpect that the General went with them into an inner

room, but his iiaff officers would not permit the

door to be ciofed, and General Valence entered the

room with him. »

Camus presented the decree to Dumourier ; who,

having read it with perfect compofure, returned it,

and obferved, that forbearing within certain limits

to condemn a decifion of the National Convention,

he could not but judge this order to be untimely,

fince the Army was diforganized and difcontented,

and fmce his quitting it in that condition would be

followed by its total dilTblution: thnt it would be

prudent to fufpend the execution of the decree, till

he fhould have reftored the Army to its proper foot-

ing, when he would be ready to render an account

of his conduct; and when it might be decided whe-

ther circumflances required or permitted his appear-

ance
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empowering the commiffioners to fufpend him from

his functions and appoint another General, in the

cafe of his difobeying the order ; that the Conven-

tion having charged them with a commiflion in-

cluding fuch feveritv toward the general, and of fa

delicate a nature with refpect to themfelves, had cer-

tainly relied no lefs on their prudence than on their

firmnefs, that therefore he would throw himfelf on

their difcretion and would not pofitiveiy refufe obe-

dience, but merely demand a delay in the execution

of- their order: that, in fine, being now judges of

all the circumftances, they could eafily refolve on

the conduct that became them, and if they were, de-

termined upon fufpending him, he would meet thein

halfway, by himfelf offering his refignation to them,

which he had fo often tendered during the laft three

months to the Convention.

Camus replied that the deputies had no authority

to receive the General's refignation ; and then faid.

But ifyour refignation were accepted of, what would

be your conduel afterwards I I Jhould acl as Jhould

become me, the General anfwered ; but I have no hefi-

tation in declaring to you, I will neither by going to

Paris fubjefl myfelf to be treated unworthily by fana-

tics, nor to be condemned to death by a revolutionary

tribunal.—-Then you do not acknowledge the authority

of that tribunal, faid Camus.—/ recognife in it, re-

plied the General, a tribunal of Blood and of Crimes,

to which I will never fubniit while I have a fword

that will not deceive me. I moreover, declare, that

had I the power I would abolijh it, as being a di/honaur

io a free Nation,

The
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The other three deputies, who were men of much

more temper and moderation than Camus, perceiv-

ing that the converfation became intemperate, in-

terpofed, and endeavoured to convince the general

that the Convention had no inimicable defigns againft

him ; that he was loved and efteerhed by every one,

and that his prefence in Paris would deftroy the ca-

lumnies of his enemies ; that his abfence from the

troops would not be long, and that the deputies and

minifter of war would remain with the army till his

return. Ouinette offered to accompany the general

to Paris to be the pledge of his fafety, and to re-

turn with him, making the mod fervent protefta-

tions that he would perfonally expofe himfelf to all

danger in the general's defence. After this, the

converfation became cool and temperate. Bancal,

a man of reading and talent, endeavoured to win

the general by his regard for his name, and cited

examples of obedience and refignation to the laws

in the moft celebrated of the Greeks and Romans.

Let us have done with miftakes, Sir, faid the general

;

•we degrade the Roman hifiory ; and disfigure the

Roman virtues, that they may ferve as an excufe for

our crimes. The Romans did not maffacre Tarquin,

The Roman republic poffeffed a [table government and

juft laws. They neither had a Jacobin club, nor a

revolutionary tribunal. We are in a ftate of anarch/.

Ferocious men thirft for my blood, and I am not willing

to give it them. Since you feek your examples among

the Romans, I tell you that I have often acled the part

of Deems but never will that of Curtius.

The deputies affured Dumourier that he had

formed
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formed an unjuft idea of the (late of Paris ; and that

indeed he was neither called before the Jacobins,

nor the revolutionary tribunal, but to the bar of the

National Convention, and that he would fpeedily re-

turn to his poft.

/ pajfed the month of ^January at Paris, faid the

general, andJurely that city has not become more rea-

fonableftnce', efpecially in this moment ofpublic danger.

I know, by the mod authentic of your journals, thai

the Convention is governed by Marat, the 'Jacobins^

and the Tumultuous tribunes filled with the emiffaries of

the facobins. The Convention has not the power of

faving me from the fury of thefe men : and, if it be-

came the refpecl thai I owe myfelf to appear before

fuch judges, even my deportment would provoke my

death.

Camus then returned to his categorical queftion.

Tou refufe to obey the decree of the Convention ?

The general anfwered that he had already ftated

to the deputies his view of the fubjecl:. He

urged them to take a moderate courfe, and ex-

horted them to return to Valenciennes, and from

thence to make a report to the Convention, fet-

ting forth the general's reafons, and fupporting

thofe, by fhewing the impoffibility of taking the

general from his army at this inftant, without

incurring the greateft riik of difbanding it.

Dumourier acknowledges that, bad they yielded

to thefe counfels, he mould have been imprudent

enough to have permitted their departure. The col-

leagues of Camus appeared by no means to be un-

willing to liften to reafon, although on his part, he

rudely
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rudely repulied every conciliatory meafure. Call to

mind, laid one of them, that your difobedience in this

cafe will caufe the ruin of the republic.—Ca?nbon faid
in your tribune a?nidft barfts of applaufe, anfwered

the general, that thefate of the republic refts not upon

any one man. I have, bejide, to obferve that the name

of republic does not belong to us ; our condition is an ab-

folute anarchy. Ifwear to you that I have no defire

to elude enquiry. I promife you on my honor, a pledge

that is inviolable with military men, that when the na-

tion /hall have a government, and laws, I will give a

faithful account of my aclions and motives. I willmy
felf demand a trial. At prefent, it would be an acl of

infinity in me.

The conference lafted more than two hours, but

this which has been dated was the exacl: purport of

it. The deputies retired into another chamber to

decide on the courfe they mould purfue.

Dumourier was at this period deceived refpe&ing

the defigns, and conduct of General Beurnonville
5

in confequence of which he has made unjuft com-
plaints of that minifter. He learned afterward from

a virtuous and impartial man, that Beurnonville

was conftant in his friendmip to Dumourier ; and

the grofs accufations of Marat againft that minifter

is an additional proof of the facl: : and Dumou-
rier is eager to make this public avowal of his er-

ror.

It is certain that Beurnonville, being feveral times

appealed to by Dumourier refpe&ing the condu&he
would obferve in this cafe, conftantly faid, 1 cannot

advife you. Tou know what it becomes you to do. As
U foon
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foon as the deputies were withdrawn, the general

complained that Beurnonville had forborne to give

him intelligence of the approach of this important

event, at the fame time however requefting him to

join the army, and again to take upon him the com-

mand of the advanced guard. Beurnonville anfwer-

ed, / know that I jhall fall a faerifies to my enemies

;

but I have refohed to die at my poft. My Jituation is

terrifying. I fee you are decided, and that theftep you

will take is of the moji defperate kind. I demand as a

favor at your hands that you will not feparate my fate

from that of the deputies.—Be affured that I will not,

anfwered the General. Dumourier was at that mo-

ment unjuft to the magnanimity of Beurnonville,

whom he confidered to be perfidious, or at the beft,

unworthily carried away by circumftances. May he

receive fome confolation in this juftice rendered to

him by Dumourier. And may his heart, juftly

offended, be open to receive the atonement of his

friend

!

Beurnonville, Valence, and Dumourier returned

to the officers, who impatiently waited the refult of

this long conference. But their inquietude was not

entirely diffipated, for the general did not then ac-

quaint them with the refolution he had taken. Thefe

officers have fince told him that, had he confented

to go to Paris, they would have prevented it by vio-

lence.

When the deputies flrft arrived at the general's

quarters, the regiment of Berchiny was drawn up

in the court-yard ; and the general had commanded

colonel Nordmann to felect an officer on whom he

could
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could rely, together with thirty men, and to hold

them in readinefs to execute his orders. The paffi-

ons by which the troops were agitated were forcibly

exprefled in their looks, and the general exerted his

influence to moderate them.

In this interval while the deputies were deliberat-

ing, Dumourier in walking met doclor Menuret,

furgeon to the army, and faid to him, Well doctor,

what remedy jhall we apply to this wound ? Menuret

anfwered quickly, thefame as in the preceding year at

the camp of Maulde : a grain of difobedience.

In about an hour the deputies returned to the Ge-

neral's rocm, Camus much agitated, faid harfbly,

Citizen General, are you ready to obey the decree of the

National Convention, and to go with us to Paris ? The

General replied, Not in this infant.—Then faid Ca-

mus, Ifufpendyoufromyourfunclions. You no longer

command the armies . I forbid all perfons to obey you,

and command every one to ajjift in arrefting you. I will

go myfelf and place thefeals on your papers.

A murmur of indignation was heard. Give me

the names of thofe perfons, Camus cried out rudely,

pointing to the officers around him. The General

anfwered, They will themfelves give you their names.—'

I have now other employment, replied Camus, who

no longer knew what he faid : I demandyour papers,

Dumourier now faw that the emotion of his ofH«.

cers was at its height and on the point of producing

fome ram a&ion. He faid, in a firm tone, This is

infufferable. It is time to put an end tofuch infolence.

And, in the German language, he commanded the

Huifars to enter. He then ordered the officer of the

U a buffers
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huffars to arreft the four deputies, and the Minifter

of war, but not to do them any perfonal injury, and

to leave Beurnonville his arms.

Camus then faid, General Dumourier, you are

about to deftrcy the Republic.—Say, rather it is you,

old madman, the General replied to him.

They were conducted into another chamber; and

after having dined were conveyed in their own car-

riage to Tournay, efcorted by a fquadron of the

huflars of Berchiny. Dumourier fent a letter to

General Clairfayt, faying that he fent him hoftages,

who would be refponfible for the exceifes that might

be committed at Paris. He requeued General Clair-

fayt to treat the minifter of war, with more diftinc-

tion than the reft.

Such were the facts relative to the arreft of the

Commiffioners of the Convention, which was a mea-

fure forced on the General by circumftances. As to

the act of delivering them into the hands of the Im-

perialifts, it is to be remembered that Dumourier

had no fortrefs in which he could keep them in

fafety, and that the Imperialifts being as deeply con-

cerned as himfelf in the fate of the prifoners of the

Temple, they could not be placed in any hands fo

fure. They could be detained merely as hoftages,

nor was there any danger to their perfonal fafety,

their detention being limply anact of precaution on

the part of Dumourier. Befides, it is to be recol-

lected, that the Pr nee of Cobourg confented to act

on the footing of an auxiliary to General Dumou-

rier, in this war, for the overthrow of the Jacobins,

and for the re-efiablifhment of the Conftituticn

Hence
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Hence thefe hoftages were not really prifoners of the

Imperialifts, but thofe of General Dumourier, for

whom they held them. The deputies and the mi-

nifter of war were fent to Maeftricht, where they

were kept till a change of circumftances required

their removal.

This event is one more inftance of the blind pre-

cipitation attending upon all the meafures of the Na-

tional Convention. It is to be remarked alfo, that

Camus, who went poft from Liege to vote for the

death of Louis XVI. had in this laft inftance, fud-

denly quitted the frontier, to procure the arreft of

General Dumourier, had himfelf dictated the de-

cree, and had demanded to be charged with its exe-

cution. It was therefore that he was fo unrelent-

ing during the conference, left: his colleagues mould

have yielded to perfecution, and fhould have return-

ed to Valenciennes, as they were counfelied to do

by the General.

CHAP. XIII.

Attempt to affajjinate General Dumourier on the 4th

of April. Events of the $th of April. Depar-

ture of General Dumourier.

IMMEDIATELY after this important event,

Dumourier fent Colonel Montjoye to acquaint Colo-

nel Mack with the circumftance ; and to appoint a

time and place, for a conference between the Gene-

4 ral



C m 1

ral and Colonel Mack, for the purpofe of finally

concluding upon the terms of their treaty, and for

fettling the meafures that mould be reciprocally

taken, according to the conduct that mould be adopt-

ed by Dumourier's army after this decifive period.

Being informed that a congrefs of the Minifters of

the Combined Powers would fpeedily be held at

Antwerp, Dumourier fent General Valence to Bruf-

fels that he might be nearer the neighbourhood of

the Congrefs. During the night, Dumourier com-

pofed a fhort manifesto, which was digefted and put

into form the following day. In this, he drew up a

recital of the facts of that day, and expofed his mo-

tives for arrefting the Commiffioners of the Conven-

tion. He particularly infilled on the neceflity of

pofleffing hoftages, a regard for whofe fafety might

prevent the crimes in which the Jacobins might

otherwife indulge on learning the event.

On the morning of the 3d of April, the General

went to the camp, and addreffed the troops on the

part he had a&ed, who appeared to approve of it

with enthufiafm. He went afterward to St. Amand,

in which place were the corps of artillery, who tefti-

fied the fame approbation of the General's conduct:,

as the troops in the camp, although the moft inde-

fatigable zeal to feduce this corps was employed by

the emhTaries of the Jacobins of Valenciennes, and

efpecially by two of Dumourier's fuperior officers,

one of whom, a Lieutenant-colonel named Boubers,

had received very particular obligations from the

General.

Dumourier
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Dumourier deemed it prudent to fleep at St.

Amand, for the purpofe of. marking his confidence

in the troops there ; and at this place Colonel Mont-

joye brought him the anfwer of Colonel Mack. It

was agreed that the following morning the Prince

of Cobourg, the Archduke Charles, and the Baron

de Mack mould meet General Dumourier, between

Bouffu and Conde, for the purpofe of refolving on

the movements of the two armies, and refpecting

the direction of the fuccours that mould be granted

of Imperial troops in the cafe of Dumourier 's hav-

ing occafion to demand them.

The whole day of the 3d of April paffed with as

great fucceis as the General could expect. The

army appeared of one mind, with the exception of

fome murmurs that were heard among fome of the

battalions of volunteers : and a movement which

the General prepared to make on the 5th, was cal-

culated to banifli the fecret means of intrigue. The

General defigned to take 'a new pofition with the

greater part of his army near Orchies, by which

means he would remove the troops from the dan-

gerous neighbourhood of Valenciennes ; would de-

ftroy the leifure that belongs to a permanent camp,

and in which intrigues have the greateft fcope for

action ; and would be able to menace Lille, Douay,

and Bouchain. He acknowledges that, had he

adopted this plan immediately on his entering the

territory of France, he would probably have been

more fuccefsful. But, at that period he relied on

Valenciennes and Conde; and, perhaps, it is to

this error that the fequel is to be attributed.

It
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It is, however, diiEcuIt to determine at prefent

what would have happened in that cafe. The cha-

racter of the events of that period, is fuch as no

prudence could forefee; fince they were the fudden

acts of the caprice of the people, which were fub-

jedt to no calculation, and that followed each other

with a rapidity to which neither forefight nor talent

could oppofe any obftacle. And it mud be acknow-

ledged that the principle, which fo abruptly detach-

ed the French foldiers from a General whom they

had previoufly adored, has an afpecl that cannot be

regarded without approbation. They were in arms

for the liberty of their country. They faw their

General treat with the enemy. They thought

themfelves betrayed, and they parted from an efteem

for their General, to the hatred of him. They

were not informed of the purport of his negotiations,

nor of the care the General had taken in that trea-

ty, of the interests, and honor of his country. He
had not been able to do* more, with refpect to his

troops, than to (late to them in general terms the

neceflity of changing the government, and putting

an end to anarchy. They applauded the defign

;

but, as the General had not aided his plan by {educ-

tions, nor by terrors, the firft impreffion wore eafily

away; and the activity of the Jacobins, more, con-

usant, more vigilant, and of a nature much more ,

adapted to make impreffions upon them, was em-

ployed with the utmoft fuccefs.

The groffeft calumny takes root fpeedily in the

minds of men; but, more than in any other time,

in a period agitated by the daemon of anarchy*

Sufpicioa
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Sufpicion ripens in times of revolution. The word

Traitor being once pronounced, the multitude en-

deavoured to find, in the definition of this word,

the exact portrait of the General, whom proclama-

tions, but flill more the bafer intrigues of corrup-

tion, devoted to difgrace. His prudence was now
artifice; his love of the public welfare, perfonal

ambition ; and a filence dictated by his judgment,

knavery. One quarter of an hour employed in

the concealed labour of falfehood, fupported by

the powerful engine of corruption, effaced all fober

reflection in men, whofe condition precludes them

from much thought, and who delight in barbarous

and bloody fcenes.

If we coolly examine the progrefs of this revolu-

tion, we fhall fee that the activity of the Guillotine

is the motive of the high patriotifm of the French.

The fpectacle of fevered heads, of torn limbs, car-

ried in procefTion throughout Paris and other cities,

has begotten a terror in fome, and in the reft an

audacious barbarity ; and in both cafes has produced

a decifive effect, leading the former by fear, and the

latter by the necefiity of providing for their impunity,

to the endlefs multiplication of murders. The con-

fequence is, that the blood fpilt by this dreadful

engine has converted the nation into a mafs capable

of effecting aftonifhing objects.

Frenchmen, do not be led to fuppofe that the in-

dulgence with which Dumourier judges you, is an

eulogium on your conduct. He detefts your crimes.

He regards the fpecies of liberty you enjoy, as wild

and incompatible with the interefts of fociety ; and
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he would rather perifh on your unjuft and perma<*

nent fcaffold, than be the apologift or partaker of

your phrenzy!

This digreffion faithfully paints the feelings of

Dumourier's mind, at the dreadful period which

perhaps decided the fate of France. Agitated by

the various paffions fpringing from his fituation,

but ftill directed by principles, he refilled the tempta-

tions of ambition. His juftice would not permit

him to be Cromwell, nor Monk, nor Coriolanus.

His power was extreme, but his wifhes moderate.

And it is now a confolation to him, that he is un-

fortunate rather than criminal.

Dumourier received various reports every inflant,

refpe&ing the difpofuion of the garrifon of Gonde,

Previous to his moving with his army to Orchies,

he faw the neceffity of afTuring himfelf perfectly of

Conde; in order to arrange the movements of the

Imperial-ids, his treaty with whom he dared not

avow, till he mould have made a declaration to hia

troops of his ultimate views, and ihould have com-

menced his march to Paris.

On the morning of the 4th, he departed from St.

Amand for Conde. He had left General Thouvenot

at St. Amand, to regulate various details relative to

his projected movement, and to watch the public

temper. An efcort of fifty huffars, which he order-

ed to attend him, not arriving as he expected,. and

the time for his conference with the Prince of Co-

bourg approaching, he left one of his- aids-de-camp

to follow him with the efcort, and departed with

the Duke de Chart-res, Colonel Thouvenot, Colonel

Montjoye,
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Montjoye, fome aids-de-camp, and eight hu-ffarsj

forming together a company of about thirty perfons.

Dumourier proceeded toward Conde' without any

apprehenfion, his thoughts being deeply engaged on

fubjects far different from the fatal event which was

about to arrive, and of which he had not the leafl

prefentiment.

Being within half a league of Conde, between

Frefnes and Doumet, he met an officer difpatched

by General Neuilly, to inform him that the garrifon

were in the greateft fermentation, and that it would

not be prudent for him to enter the place, till the

commotion mould have ended, whether it mould be

in his favor, or againft him. Dumourier fent back

the officer with an order to General Neuilly, to fend

the 1 8th regiment of cavalry to Doumet to efcort

him.

He had a little before overtaken a column of three

battalions of volunteers, marching toward Conde,

with their baggage and artillery. Surprifed at this

march, for which he had given no orders, he de-

manded of the officers where they were going. They

anfwered to Valenciennes^ and he obferved to them,

that they had turned their back on Valenciennes,

and were proceeding to Conde. At this time he

was in the midft of them, and had (topped by the

fide of a ditch to fuffer them to pafs> He does not

conceive why they did not then arreft him.

While they were yet in light it was that General

Neuilly's meffenger arrived. Then comparing in

his mind the tumult of the garrifon of Conde", and

the unexpected march of thefe three battalions, he

X 2 withdrew
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withdrew an hundred paces from the high road, with

a deilgn of entering the firft houfe in Doumet, for

the purpofe of writing a formal order to thefe three

battalions, to return to the camp of Bruille, to

which they belonged.

At this inftant, the head of the column fuddenly

quitted the high road, and ran toward him, uttering

dreadful cries. He then remounted his horfe, and

proceeded at a moderate pace toward a broad ditch,

on the other fide of which was a marfhy ground.

Shouts, infults, reproaches, and above all the words,

Jiop 9 Jiop, forced him to pafs the ditch. His horfe

having refufed to take it, he was obliged to clear it

on foot. He was no fooner on the other fide, than

a difcharge of mufkets fucceeded the former tumul-

tuous cries. The whole column inftantly was in

motion ; the head and the centre endeavouring to

overtake him, and the rear quitting the high

road with equal rapidity, to get between him and

the camp of Bruille, which he was endeavouring to

regain.

He was now in the moil imminent danger. He was

on foot. The Baron de Scomberg threw himfelf

from his horfe, and infilled on the general's mount-

ing, though with the certain facrifice of his own life.

The general refufed. At length he mounted a horfe

belonging to a domeftic of the Duke de Chartres,

who, being extremely active, fled on foot. Du-

mourier's horfe was taken and led in triumph to Va-

lenciennes* Two huffars were killed, as well as two

of the general's domeftics, one of whom carried his

great coat. Colonel Thouvepot had two horfes

killee|
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killed under him, and faved himfelf at lad by mount-

ing behind the faithful Baptifte, who alfo ioft two

horfes. The unfortunate Gantin, the general's fe-

cretary, was taken and perifhed on a fcaffold. This

young man pofTerTed great underfianding, courage,

fidelity, and patriotifm. The three battalions fired

more than ten thoufand ball.

The general, unable to regain his camp, proceed-

ed along the Scheld, and arrived, ftill purfued

though not fo clofely, at a ferry, a little diftance

from the village of Wihers, which was fituated on
the Imperial territory. He paffed the river, accom-

panied by five other perfons. The remainder gain-

ed the camp of Maulde, through a difcharge of muf-

ketry. As foon as the general had pafied the river,

he proceeded on foot through a morafs, to a neigh-

bouring houfe ; where, at firft, he was refufed ad-

mittance, but on announcing his name was imme-

diately received by the worthy owner. Thence he

continued his route on foot to Bury, where was

quartered a divifion of the Imperial regiment of dra*

goons of la Tour. Here he wrote to Colonel Mack,

and took fome refreshment, of which he Hood great-

ly in need. He was already joined by the faithful

Baptifte, who palling through the whole of the camp,

had turned by Mortagne, and bad every where fpread

an alarm.

Dumourier learnt from Baptifte, and other per-

fons during the courfe of the day, that the defigns

of the three battalions were entirely unknown to the

troops ; that, on the news of their defertion and at-

tempt to murder the general being fpread, the

ftrongeft
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iirongeft indignation was exprefTed by the foldiery
;

and that the efcort of huflars and fome other horfe

had purfued the three battalions, who, fuddenly

wheeling, had fled to Valenciennes. Baptifte add-

ed, that the whole camp was in a (late of the greatefl

inquietude, and importunately demanded the return

of the general.

It was now too late to rejoin his army, ana* it was

neceflary that he.mould wait for Colonel Mack, to

whom he owed an account of the reafon of his fail-

ing in the appointment in the morning. That offi-

cer arrived in the evening j and Dumourier having

recited to him the attempt which had been made on

his perfon, obferved, that this was the crime of in-

dividuals, which far from corrupting the difpofition

of his troops, would neceffarily ftrengthen their at-

tachment to their General, and deftroy all their re-

maining connection with the Anarchifts ; that con-

fequently, far from being difcouraged, his defign

was to return to his camp by day-break the follow-

ing morning, to put himfelf at the head of his foldi-

ers who loudly demanded his return, and to purfue

his plan openly and with the utmoft vigour.

Colonel Mack, to whom the military virtues were

familiar, has fince acknowledged that this fpecies of

courage then appeared to him more aftonifhing than

that which is difplayed in the dangers of a battle.

Had he then feen all the foul of Dumourier, he

would have found this apparent fecurity mingled

with apprehenfion, excited by the example and fate

of La Fayette. But the general's refolution was

taken. He refolved to facrifice himfelf throughout;

and
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and would not give his army occafion to fay, that the

defertion was on his part, or that, being recalled by

his foldiers, he had refilled their wifhes.

Dumourier palled part of the night in digefling,

with Colonel Mack, the proclamation of the Prince

of Cobourg, which appeared on the 5th of April,

with that of General Dumourier. The Imperial ge-

neral in his proclamation declared, that he was now
no more than an auxiliary in the war, againft the

Anarchifts of France ; that it was not the intention

of his fovereign to make conquefts, but to co-ope-

rate, in reftoring peace and order to France, with

General Dumourier, whofe principles, as they were

expreffed in his proclamation, he adopted.

It was again agreed by Colonel Mack, and Du-
mourier, that, as foon as the latter mould be mafter

of Conde, he mould deliver it to the Auftrians, in

order to ferve as a magazine and place of arms for

the Imperial army, in the cafe of aid being demand-

ed by Dumourier ; that he mould be inftantly fur-

nimed with fuch fuccours as he fhould demand ; that

he mould fpecify the number of infantry and cavalry

to be granted him, the mode in which thefe fhould

ferve, whether by a jun&ion with his troops, or by

making one or more feparate diverfions in behalf of

the caufe ; that, however, Dumourier mould not

call for fuccours but in cafe of abfolute need, it be-

ing more agreeable to the mutual object of the par-

ties, that he mould endeavour to accomplifh it, by

his own troops only ; and that, in cafe of his being

able to do fo, the Imperialifts mould remain neuter,

and fhould not pafs the frontiers, of France.

The

4



The proclamation of the Prince of Cobourg, made
in confequence of this negociation, has been con-

demned, but unjuftly. Of what real advantage had

it not been to the Imperialists, and what folid glory-

had they not acquired, if, by enabling Dumourier

to march to Paris, they could by this noble modera-

tion have fpared the blood and treafure that will be

wafted in this quarrel, for which the towns that may

be acquired with infinite difficulty will be no manner

of compensation

!

It is to be feared that an avidity for conquefts

among the belligerent powers is the real obflacle to

the termination of this deftructive war. By this

paffion they were prevented from feizing upon the oc-

cafion offered, by the departure of General Dumou-
rier, and the confequent annihilation of his army, of

prefiing forward to Paris. The combined powers

have fince loft their time in making a methodical

war, while the French have been able to recover

themfelves, and their armies have .become more nu-

merous, and better difciplined.

On the 5th of April at day-break, Dumourier

proceeded with an efcort of fifty Imperial dragoons

to the advanced guard of his camp at Maulde, where

he was received with the greateft joy. He ha-

rangued the feveral corps, by whom he was anfwered

with expreffions of affection. Notwithstanding, he

remarked that there were fome indications of a con-

trary fpirit, and feveral factious groupes afiembled

in different parts,

His next defign was to go to St. Amand, to pre-

pare for the movement of his troops to Orchies, ac-

cording
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cording to his former plan. As he was entering the

city, one of his aids-de-camp came toward him on

the full gallop, and informed him that during the

night the corps of artillery, excited by the emifla-

ries of Valenciennes, who had fpread the resort

that the general was drowned in the Scheldt in fly-

ing to the enemy, had fent a depu:ation to Valen-

ciennes, and that on the return of their deputies

they had inltantly rofe upon their generals, driven

them from the place, and were preparing to march

to Valenciennes.

Dumourier had with him, two fquadrons of the

regiment of Berchiny, a fquadron of the hufiars of

Saxe, fifty cuiraffiers, and a fquadron of the dra-

goons of Bourbon. Yielding to his emotions of

paffion, he refolved to fall upon St. Amand with

this body of cavalry. His officers, however, repre-

fented the danger and inutility of this flep, as he

had no infantry at hand, and would fubjecl: his ef-

cort to be mown down by the artillery. He gave

way to their reafoning. He learnt (hortly after that

the corps of artillery went to Valenciennes. The
money belonging to the army and the equipages of

the officers remaining in the city without guard, he

commanded them to be conducted to Rumegies, at

the diflance of a league from his camp, on the road

to Orchies ; that village being protected by a part

of his advanced guard cantoned there.

The corps of artillery was the flower and fireno-th

of the French army. Feeling its importance, it

abounded more than the others in clubs and orator?,

and indeed might pafs for the Pretorian guard of

Y the
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the revolution. When -its deferiion was known in

the two camps, part of the troops followed, and con-

fufion and difmay were fpread among the reft. Se-

veral of the general officers who waited for the op-

portunity were eager to lead entire divifions to Va-

lenciennes. Thofe who ft ill remained attached to

the perfon, or principles of Dumourier, inftead of

{hewing themfelves to their troops, and fetting an

example of courage, were {truck with- terror, con-

cealed themfelves, or thought only of their own

fafety. General La Marliere had been among the

moft forward of the enemies of Anarchy, and pof-

fefled the entire confidence of General Valence;

who, when he departed for BrufteJs, confided the

whole of his baggage and effects to him, with a re-

queft that he would fend them after Valence to Tour-

nay. La Marliere appropriated the money, horfes,

and property of his general to his own ufe, and de-

ferted to Valenciennes,

Dumourier was at Rumegies, dictating orders to

be iflued to the different parts of the army, when

he heard of the defection of the troops in camp.

Nothing was left him now but to provide for hisper-

fonal fafety. He mounted his horfe, attended by

General Thouvenot and his brother the colonel,

the Duke de Chartres, Colonel Montjoye, and Lieu-

tenant-colonel Barrois, two or three others of his

ftaff, and feme Aids-de-Camp, having no efcort

;

and retiring to Tournay alighted at the quarters

of General Clairfayt. He was followed in about an

hour afterward, by fifty Cuirafiiers, half a fquadron

of the huflars of Saxe, and the whole of the regi-

s men:
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ment of Berchiny. Thofe brave and worthy men
brought with them the equipages belonging to the

genera! and the ftaff officers, excepting the faddle

horfes of the general, which were ftolen by one of

his grooms, who joined the anarchifts.

The troops of which we have juft fpoken, and a

few others that arrived fhortly afterward, amounting

to about feven hundred horfe, and eight hundred

infantry, followed the General without any felicita-

tion on his part ; and this circumilance renders him

the more anxious refpecting the fate of thofe men,

the companions of his former glory, and of his laffc

difgrace.

Dumourier in retiring from France invited no

one to follow him. His plan had totally failed, and

a few men more or lefs on either fide would not in-

fluence events. The individuals attached to his

caufe had ties of family and of intereft in France,

and he refolved not to multiply misfortunes without

benefit. Thofe who followed him, therefore, had

the real merit of being guided by principle.

In the confufion that fucceeded the General's de-

parture, none of the orders that had been iffued

were executed. Lieutenant-general Vouille, who
commanded the advanced guard, did not receive

the order of withdrawing it within the camp of

Maulde till the 6th, when it was no longer in his

power. This General retired to Tournay, as did

alfo Major-general Neuilly, who had abandoned

Conde, Major-general de Bannes, Second, and de
Dumas, and fome of the principal officers of the

battalions of Volunteers ; where they were after-

Y 2 ward
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ward joined by Lieutenant-general Maraffe, Major

Generals Ruault and Berneron, and Colonel Ar-

naudin.

The treafury of the Army contained two millions

of livres in fpecie. It had been carried from St.

Arnand to Fumes, between Conde and Valencien-

nes, by a battalion of ChafTeurs, who at firft deli-

berated refpecnng the dividing of it among them-

felves, but afterward being likely to quarrel, in or-

der to avoid the bloodfhed that would enfue, made

a merit of their patriotifm and conducted it to Va-

lenciennes. Soliva, a conimiffary of the army of

the Ardennes, purfued thefe troops with a fquadron

of the Dragoons of Bourbon, retook the money on

the Glacis of Valenciennes, and led it back to

Fumes ; but being prefled by new battalions was

again obliged to abandon it. Soliva and the dra-

goons retired by Mons. They might have brought

off rhe money had they paffed by Bruille, and Mor-

tagne, but the confufion of the moment prevented

recollection and forefight. If the treafury of the

armv had been faved, the General's fituation had

been very different ; and the little army that follow-

ed his fortunes, would have increafed rapidly, be-

ing in a ftate to pay them/ inftead of being as he

really was, without money. This circumftance

proves, that the pay of the army was not embezzled

by him, nor employed as a means of corruption.

Dumourier placed little confidence in means of cor-

ruption, in which as the leader of a party his con-

duel; was greatly erroneous,

Dumourier
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Dumourier had not the qualities that was requifite

for the leader of a party. It is probable that he

would have filled the ftation of a General or an

AmbafTador with fuccefs, under a (table govern-

ment, whether monarchical, or republican. But

the violent ltate of things in France, deitructive of

all his preconceived ideas of juftice, and injullice,

threw hi in entirely out of his fphere. His activity,

fo greatly fpoken of even by his enemies, was re-

preiTed by his dread of committing crimes ; and he

preferred his own efteem to fuccefs. Thus in his

firft reflections, afrer his retreat among the Imperi-

alifts, he faw the caufe of his failure in himfelf, but

he felicitated himfelf on the fact. To have fwayed

the fortune of France, had undoubtedly given him

a noble place in hiftory ; but to have been indebted

for it, to the flagitioufnefs of his conduct, was too

fevere a condition ; and he was happy in refigning

one to efcape the other.

He invites men of high ftations to examine them-

felves with the fame auiterity ; and moraliits, to

ftudy the influence which character has on events.

C2efar and Pompey, determined a noble quarrel by

noble means, and on both fides were difplayed great-

nefs of mind, virtues, and talents. Had thofe men
been furrounded with the loweft vices of the meanefl

claiTes of fociety, they would have fled, or would

have fallen victims. It demands a Maanielio to con-

duct the populace. But when a great nation becomes

an entire populace, neighbouring nations are thrown

into the greateit embarraiTment j becaufe the electric

fpirir,
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ipirit fpreads with more rapidity among the people,

than among the higher orders of men.

C H A P. XIV.

Dumourier at Mans.—Eftablijhment of the French at.

Leuze.—Congrefs of Antwerp.—Second proclama-

tion of the Prince of Cobourg.—Departure of the

General for Brujfels.

GENERAL CLAIRFAYT gave orders for the

reception of the French troops which might arrive,

in the villages round the town of Leuze, which was

fixed upon for the refidence of the French general

officers ; and Dumourier departed for Mons, accom-

panied by the Duke de Chartres, Colonel Thouve-

not, Colonel Montjoye, and Lieutenant Colonel

Barrois, palling by Bury, to concert meafures with

the officer commanding the Imperial advanced pod,

for protecting the retreat of fuch of the French as

mould join the Imperialifts.

The Imperialifts were faithful to their truce. It

is certain had they fallen on the French camps on

the 5th of April, they might have utterly deftroyed

the army. Their condud was therefore highly

honourable; yet, without incurring the blame of

perfidy, perhaps on that day they ought to have

made a movement with their army, taking pofleflion

of the camo of Maulde, and mewing themfelves at

St.
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St. Amand : they not only would have found no re-

finance, but probably would have been joined by

feveral battalions of the French, which during more

than four-and-twenty hours, appeared by their move-

ments to be irrefolute as to the conduct they fnould

purfue. But however this may be, the fidelity of

the Imperialifts to their engagements, is to be ap-

plauded. Their motives were molt worthy, as well

as the generofity with which they received the French

refugees, who certainly had been among the braved

of their enemies.

Dumourier found Colonel Mack at Bury, from

which place, they departed together for Mons, in

the general's carnage. It was agreed between them,

that the Imperialifts mould inftantly befiege Conde,

and that the place mould be fummoned in the name

of General Dumourier, who accordingly wrote the

fummons and fent it the following day to the Impe-

rial head quarters. It was further agreed that a re-

turn mould be made of the officers and foldiers

which accompanied or followed Dumourier j that,

confidering their having unfortunately loft their

military cheft, they mould receive the pay of their

refpedive ranks, at the rate that officers of the fame

rank in the Imperial fervice were paid, and mould

be placed on the fame footing ; that a commiffary

of war belonging to the Imperial army mould be

attached to thefe troops, together with a French

commiffary, to certify the juftice of the returns

;

that an advance fhould be made from the Imperial

treafury of 30,000 florins, which mould be put into

the hands of the French ftaff officers for the pay of

their
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their troops ; that Bumourier mould have the rank,

and eftablifhment of Feld-zeugmei/ier (general of

artillery); and that finally, this pay and advance

fhould be only, regarded as' a loan to the party of

Dumourier, and that the general fnouid engage, as

foon as any progrefs fnouid be made in France, to

reimburfe this fum to the Imperial treafury.

It is a confolation to General Dumourier, that

the companions of his misfortune continue to enjoy

this eftablifhment. Indeed they have, fince that

period, been fubje&ed to the condition of taking an

oath, which was not in the firft inftance required

;

but at that period they were the foldiers of a party

which no longer exifts, and it has been fince deem-

ed neceffary to demand that fecurity for their fideli-

ty. Dumourier would himfelf become their pledge

with readinefs, having throughout the war tried

their fidelity, courage, and refignation. Let them

accept of this teftimony of the efteem and affection

of their general, and may they be recompenfed for

their virtues in contributing to the fuccefs of the

power whom they will faithfully ferve.

In purfuance of thefe arrangements, Dumourier

caufed, by, the order of the Prince of Cobourg,

10,000 florins to be advanced to the French troops

at Leuze ; unwilling, through motives of delicacy,

to take the whole of the money agreed to be ad-

vanced, becaufe in penetrating fpeedily into France

this fum would have ferved till they could have pro-

ceeded further info the interior part of the country

;

and Dumourier appeals to the Prince of Cobourg,

Colonel Mack, and the other principal officers of

the
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the Imperial army, refpeeting the clearnefs and difc

intereftednefs of his conduct. It was further decid-

ed, that the general, till he mould be employed

with his troops, mould be provided with quarters,

near thofe of the Prince of Cobourg ; and the Im-

perial head quarters being eftablilhed at BourTu, Ge-

neral Dumourier's quarters were fixed at the abbey

of St. Ghiflain.

Dumourier makes here an avowal of his grati-

tude to the genaral officers of the Imperial army, by

whom he was treated with diftinguimed marks of

regard, and more particularly by the Archduke

Charles, and the Prince of Cobourg. At this time

was formed a friendmip between Colonel Mack, and

Dumourier, which on the part of the latter will

never be diminimed. Colonel Mack, is an officer

of uncommon virtue, and military talents, and the

unbounded confidence placed in him by the Imperial

army, is the juft recompence of his fervices. It is

greatly to be hoped, for the intereft of the Houfe

of Auflria, that the health of this officer will be

reftored.

During two days that Dumourier was at Mons5

he was treated by the inhabitants in a manner that

is flattering to his own honour 5 and his reception

was the fame at Tournay, Leuze, and indeed, through-

out the whole of that country ; thefe worthy people

being fenfible of the fervices he had rendered them,

efpecially on his return from Holland, and during

the retreat of his army to France.

It would be injuftice not to name an inftance of

the delicate attention of the Prince of Cobourg to

Z Dumou-
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Dumourier's fituation. The General feeing a corps

of two hundred chaffeurs belonging to the emigrants,

as they paflTed through Mons, on their route to join

the advanced guard of the army, reprefented to the

Prince of Cobourg, that this mingling of the emi-

grants with his troops could not but produce fatal

effects, efpecially on entering France ; and the Prince

of Cobourg indantly gave counter orders to the

chaffeurs ; fending them by Namur, to ferve in the

advanced guard of the Prince of Hohenloe.

The Prince of Lambefc-Lorraine teftified alfo to

the general his gratitude for the effential fervice ren-

dered to his houfe by Dumourier when he was Mi-

nifter of Foreign Affairs, in preventing an unjufl

confiscation of his property, and of that of the Prin-

cefs of Vaudemont.

On the 7th of April, the Prince of Cobourg de-

parted, with Colonel Mack, to attend the Congrefs,

held at Antwerp; from which place he returned on the

evening of the 8th. Dumourier paffed thofe two days

at Leuze, in the mid ft of his comrades, whofe unea-

fmefs he diffipated by informing them of the efta-

bliftiments made for them by the Imperialids. Ge-

neral Vouille took the command of thefe troops

;

and Dumourier, affifted by General Thouvenot, be-

gan to reform them, according to the regulations of

the Imperial army ; which was the more neceffary,

as the refugees were compofed only of fragments of

the different corps : with the exception of the regi-

ment of Berchiny. Dumourier quitted the compa-

nions of his misfortunes on the evening of the 8th,

and felt fome prefentiment that he mould not return

to

4



C «7> ]

to them. On the morning of the 9th, he arrived at

Mons, where he found the Prince of Cobourg, fet-

ting off for his head quarters. Dumourier went

there alfo ; and, after treating further on what re-

garded their mutual interefts, he went in the even-

ing to the quarters which had been prepared for him

at the abbey of St. GhifJain.

On the morning of the 10th of April, a procla-

mation of the Prince of Cobourg was brought to Du-
mourier, dated the 9th, which entirely annulled the

former proclamation of the vth ; and declared ex-

prefsly, that the Prince of Cobourg would thei e=

forth carry on the war againlt France, in behalf of

his fovereign, and would hold fuch towns as he

.might take, by the right of conqueil, and on the

ground of indemnity.

The emigrants have had the imprudence to re-

joice in the iffuing of this latter, and to condemn
the former. It might be demanded if thefe emi-

grants were Frenchmen. But, fitting afide the in-

fluence of paflions, by which not only individuals,

but alfo the governments interefied in this war are

influenced, it will appear but too true, that the fe-

cond proclamation of the Prince of Cobourg, in de-

priving Dumourier's party of all means of acting in

concert, and in fetting forth the belligerent powers

as rapacious conquerors, has attached the whole of

the French armies to the intereit of the National

Convention, which the greater part of them had pre-

viouily detefted j has compelled the caufe of royalty

to be forgotten, in the danger of the country ; has

pointed out the falvation of France as relting on the

Z 2 exiftenqe
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exigence of the Republic ; has rallied the different

parties round the ftandard of the national honour ;

and has certainly been injurious to the fuccefs of the

campaign, and rendered the iffue of the war ex?-

tremely uncertain.

This fecond proclamation was iifued- at the con-

clusion of the congrefs at Antwerp, in confequence

of the determination of the minifters of the combin-

ed powers. Dumourier now favv that his treaty

with the ImperialiPts was entirely deflroyed ; and,

without offering ufelefs complaints of this fudden

change in the counfels of the Imperialifts, he con-

futed only his character, and principles, and refohr-

ed to facrifice all his perfonal interefts.

He repaired inftantly to the head quarters, and

told the Prince of Cobourg frankly, that he came

to thank him for the perfonal kindnefles he had ren-

dered him, and that he hoped to continue to merit

his efteem ; that when he entered into a treaty with

the Prince of Cobourg, his objetl was' the regenera-

tion of France, and not its difmemberment ; that he

would not enter into any difcuffion concerning the

motives of the combined powers ; but that for his

part, he could have no mare in leiTening the terri-

tory of France, or employ either his influence, or

his moderate talents, in that talk ; and that there-

fore he felt himfelf obligee! to withdraw from the

coalition, and muft befeech the Prince of Cobourg

to grant him a paflport.

The Prince of Cobourg could not forbear to ex-

prefs his high efteem of his delicacy. The Arch

Duke Charles^ and Colonel Mack, alfo expreffed

-
• theii
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their efteem for the general ; and he departed for

Brufiels. Dumourier can have no doubt that, after

a direct violation of the principles of the treaty that

had taken place, and after an open difavowal of the

proclamation iflued in confequence of that treaty, his

prefence muft have been embarraffing to the Impe-

rialifts, and that they regarded the refolution he

took with pleamre. But it was not long that he

left them in any perplexity, his refolution was taken

the moment he perceived their defigns.

Before Dumourier quitted the Imperial army, he

had the fdiisfaclion of knowing that his former com-

panions would be continued in their rank and employ-

ments. They are well treated and ferve in the Im-

perial army, where allured iy they will fupport their

reputation.

Being arrived at BrufTels, he explained the mo-

tives of his conduct to the Count de Metternich,

the Emperor's minifter in the Netherlands, who re-

ceived him with the greatefl: friendfhip, and gave

him a paflport for Germany.

In this place the memoirs of the public life of

General Dumourier are concluded. The remainder

of his life has been filled up with difficulties, dan-

gers, perfections, and calumnies of every kind, of

which he may one day render an account to the pub-

lic. But this hiftory can only intereft thofe whq
are truly his friends, and they are not many: or,

real philofophers, and fuch are indeed rare.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XV.

Conclufion.

SUCH is the feries of events in the three of the

snoft difafirous months of General Dumourier's life.

In this fhort period he has experienced all the mife-

ries, and all the dangers, that the weaknefs and

wickednefs of man can inflict upon a public charac-

ter. Calumny and injustice form the outline of this

dark picture, which may ferve as a leffon to men of

every defcription, and from which philofophy alone

can extract thofe confolatory reflections which pro-

priety of conduct and rectitude of motive fupply.

He hates, neither thofe who have defamed his cha-

racter, nor thofe who have purfued his life, nor thofe

who have refufed him an afylura, and whofe unge-

nerous and ill founded refentment perfecutes him
wherever he flies. The firft, > are ignorant of the true

iiate of thofe fads, which, from their very Angula-

rity, are exceedingly liable to mifreprefentation.

The fecond, are actuated by that fpirit of fanati-

cifm, which is reafonable proof. The third, are

prejudiced by calumny, and ccnfider him as a dan-

gerous character.

The Minifters of foreign courts have given it out,

after the Emigrants, that he is a proper objed of

fufpicion, and that they can never be fure he will not

veer about and put himfelf at the head of the French.

His proscription, and his three declarations, ought

to
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to be a fufficient pledge of his firmnefs : thofe three

pieces have raifed him many enemies by the perverfe

mifconftrudtion given to his expreffions.

He avows that he paffionately loves his country,

and that he will never hefitate a moment to facrifice

his life to its welfare ; but he declares, at the fame

time, that whilft it is polluted with crimes, and deli-

vered over to the horrors of anarchy, he will never

enter it again: that, profcribed, as he is, and an

outcaft of fociety, he prefers all the miferies and all

the dangers he may incur, to trie mofl fplendid fitu-

ation in which the oppreffors of his countrymen,

and the inciters of their mad excefTes, could place

him.

He has been the open enemy of thofe powers who

wifhed to interfere in the internal affairs of his coun-

try, both whilft he was a minifter, and whilft he was

a general; becaufe he was mofl firmly perfuaded,

that the Revolution, which was doubtlefs, expedi-

ent and inevitable, would have been accompliflied,

not only with innocence, but glory, if foreign inter-

ference and the open encouragement given to the

emigrants, had not exafperated to madnefs a people

by nature impetuous and violent. After licentiouf-

nefs and anarchy had deftroyed every thing in France,

he wifhed to avail himfelf of the fame foreign powers

to re-eftablim order, not merely without injury to

his country, but with the molt tender regard for its

intereft and its glory.

When he faw that this became impracticable, he

formed the plan of a diverfion, by which he con-

ceived he might effentially ferve the caufe of his

country
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country and of Europe. Diftruft, or other motives^

prevented its execution. He grieves at the protrac-

tion of the fufferings of human nature ; he fighs

impatiently for the termination of this calamitous

war, without forefeeing the means of its accompliih-

ment,—for nothing which now takes place in Eu-

rope, with refpett to France, can be reafoned upon

after the common maxims of policy and prudence.

It has been faid, that he was bribed over by the

Dutch Patriots, and afterward fold to the Prince of

Orange a lift of the principal confpirators. This

abfurd imputation appears in a German work on the

French Revolution, called Minerva, much efteemed

for the beauty of its ftyle. The author has certain-

ly been deceived in this, as well as in many other

circumftances, of General Dumourier's life, which

the natural love of the marvellous has conftantly

magnified and blackened. He declares, that he

never poffelfed a lift of the Dutch Patriots, that he

knew only a very fmall party of thefe refugees in

France, that he knew thefe only becaufe they form-

ed a Batavian Revolutionary Committee at Ant-

werp ; that he does not know the names of any of

ihofe who may entertain the fame opinions in Hol-

land ; that he has never had any communication,

either before or fince, with the Stadtholder's party

;

that it is even impoffible fuch a communication

mould have exifted, as that court never forgave the

raanifefto which preceded his expedition into Hol-

land ; that he never received a bribe; that he is

poor, and glories in being fo.

He
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He will conclude thefe Memoirs with fome ob-

fervations on the three clafies of French emigrants.

Foreigners are furprifed, that they fhould not unite

in their diftrefs, becaufe they are unacquainted with

their diftinguifhing characters. Their divifions are

a great misfortune, but they are almoft without a

remedy.

The firft clafs, of which the Princes of the Houfe

of Bourbon are the leaders, confifts of the old court,

the higher order of ecclefiaftics, the parliaments, and

the principal financial department. Allured by the

feduc~tive influence of this party on the one hand,

and terrified by the extravagance of the Jacobins on

the other, the lower noblefle have been induced to

join^ them in military array. This clafs is compofed

of pure Royalifts : they wifh and demand the re-

eftablifhment of the ancient monarchy, and, of

courfe, of abfolute defpotifm; and regret the old

inftitutions with all their abufes, inftitutions which

it is impoffible mould ever re-appear, fince a new

order of things has rendered France no longer the

France of former days, but a new nation, requiring

as a new nation, a new moral and political conftitu-

tion, to re-eftablifh on the broad bafis of general

utility the fecurity of the government, and the con-

fidence of the people.

The fecond clafs, of which Fayette is the appa-

rent leader, confifts of the conftitutional monarchifts,

men who defire a great reformation, or rather a to-

tal regeneration in the principles and forms of the

old government. The greater part of this clafs were

A a employed
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employed in the firft National AfTembly in the great

work of forming the New Conftitution ; but falling,

as they foon did, a facrifice to the cabals of the peo-

ple of Paris, and above all to the frantic exceffes of

the Jacobins, paid dearly for the propagation of

thofe principles of Liberty and Equality, which, hav-

ing been originally laid down by themfelves without

any modification, and taken up by the people in too

grofs and literal a fenfe, were pufhed to that extra-

vagant extent, which has brought about the fubver-

fion of all the eftates, and the general anarchy of

France.

The third clafs, which is fcarcely diftinguifhable

from the former, but by the later date of their de-

fection, confifts of the military who followed Ge-

neral Dumourier ; and all the nobles profcribed on

this occafion, who could efcape from their coun-

try. This clafs includes alfo thofe members of the

National Convention who had the courage to vote in

favour of Louis XVI. and againft all the abomina-

tions which refulted from his execution ; and who,

having attefted their wimes in a proteft, had the

good fortune to efcape.

The firft clafs, the mod numerous, the moft

fplendid, the moft diffufed over Europe, and the moft

favoured by its attentions—by little effectual aid, but

great promifes, and (till oftener by humiliations and

caprice, poffefTes the moft decided averfion to the

two others; and confounds them in. its ignorant

prefumptions with the Jacobins themfelves. The un-

juft imprisonment of Fayette excites in their bofoms

no
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no mercy for that unfortunate General. But againft

General Dumourier, they level all their rage ; and

the zeal with which they calumniate his character,

augment his diftrefles, and encourage his univerfal

profcription, is truly- furprifing.

This clafs has preferved all its pride and all its

pretenfions. It will have every thing or nothing.

The latt uccefs of the Combined Armies fills them

with frantic joy ; and nothing is heard but orPenfive

fchemes of revenge and perfonal ambition. If the

operations of the fame armies ilacken for a feafon—

-

they are betrayed, they are deferted, they are un-

done—and this moment the King of Pruffia and his

Generals, and the next the Emperor's, are aflailed

with their loud and unfeafonable reproaches. Al-

ways extravagant and always difguftful to the people

where they refide, who coolly obferve their motions,

and conclude, withfome plaufibilicy, that felfifhnefs is

their fole leading principle, they have the prefuniption

to think that all Europe is only armed for their fakes,

and that when they re-enter their country, where

they will recognize nothing—not even the veftip-es

of their demoliihed villas, they lhail take poffeffion

again of their town manfions, their Country cottages,

their elegant luxuries, their domeirics, their depen-

dents, and above all their power and their credit.

The intolerance of this clafs of emigrants towards

the two others, precludes that union which is fo ef-

fentially neceffary in their prefent unfortunate fuua-

tion, were it only to excite the attention and com-
panion of the feveral States where they have fled for

A a 3 protection,
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protection, and rove without a fettlement. There

are notwithstanding in this clafs, fome few individu-

als of fenfe borne away in the general mafs by their

unlucky fituation, and the prejudices of their birth,

who form an exception to the general rule, and fin-

cerely reprobate the extravagance of the reft, but

they are little attended to. This clafs is divided

too, within itfelf, into factions as active, as intrigu-

ing, as full of bickerings and jealoufies, as when it

glittered at Paris or Verfailles. It is a court itine-

rant, which has loft nothing of its occupation,

though deprived of its (lability.

The other two clafTes of emigrants are infinitely

more moderate and reafonable, and might foon be

brought to coalefce. Fayette and Dumourier, if

they met in any other place than a prifon, would

foon underftand each other ; and the fhades of dif-

ference, which have hitherto only feparated them,

perhaps for want of a due explanation, would melt

away, and vanifh before the common intereft of their

country, and the common fufferings of themfelves.

For thefe two chiefs, and thefe two claffes have both

been ftrenuous for the eftablifhment of liberty in their

country, and the reformation of abufes. They have

fupported with firmnefs the great caufe of human
nature, and, if they have differed in the means,

they have agreed, in the principle.

General Dumourier declares to the emigrants of

every defcription, whom force or inclination has

feparated from their country, that it is only by a

well cemented union they can acquire that confede-

ration.
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ration, which alone can better their fituation at the

clofe of the war, whether they fucceed in returning

to their country, or whether they are doomed to

relinquifh it for ever : that it is the advantage of

misfortune to purify the mind, and to temper it for

the hardier virtues : that it is time to renounce the

language of prejudice, fince it is no longer under-

stood in France : that, that country is more differ-

ent from the France of 1788, than from Gaul in

Julius Caefar's time ; that it even changes every fix

months ; and, that unfortunately the Jacobins have

been more prudential in the gradations of their

crimes, than the emigrants, who, without giving

themfeives the trouble to examine the progrefs

of the national genius, build all their fchemes on

the ftate of France at the point of time that they

left it.

Their unfortunate fituation may continue a long

time, it may become utterly without a remedy : the

worft mould always be fuppofed, that we may not

be milled by fallacious expectations. If they don't

reform themfeives, if they don't perfifl: in making

off their arrogance, their extravagance, their im-

prudence, their internal difcord, they will foon dif-

guft the people who give them fhelter, and whofe

temper will infallibly be foured on a thoufand oc-

cafions by the war ; their minds will not be fortified

to bear the triumphs of fuccefs, or the defperation

of a failure: in the firft cafe, they will abufe their

return, and be driven into a banifhment more hope-

lefs than their prefent one j in the fecond, they will

become
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become the mod wretched men upon the face of the

earth.

Baniihment, like every other condition of human

nature, has its advantages. It gives us objects of

comparifon, of which we mould never^otherwife

have an idea ; it gives us information ; it calls forth

our energies by its difficulties ; it renders us indul-

gent and fociable ; it excites between ourfelves and

our protectors a reciprocation of fenfibility and be-

nevolence. The upright man, the man of wifdom

and reflection, brings back from this involuntary

pilgrimage, a (lore of thofe hardy and of thofe gen-

tle virtues, which qualify him better to benefit his

country, and lead to that univerfal philanthropy

which diminifhes the difmal effects of national par-

tialities.

General Dumourier gives them another piece of

advice, which he carefully obferves himfelf to

be indulgent to their countrymen, and not to revile

a whole nation by too indifcriminate reproaches. It

is imprudent, at lead, to brand as rebels twenty

millions of men who rife againfl a hundred thou-

fand. Thefe twenty millions form fuch an im-

menfe majority, that the hundred thoufand are

more deferving of the name of rebels. The emi-

grants of every defcription, who love their coun-

try, and are worthy of returning to it, may fairly

—under the difmal apprehenfion, left anarchy

ihould produce the total fubverfion and disorgani-

zation of the empire—may fairly deteft: five or fix

hundred fcoundreis who lead that amiable people

aftrays
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affray, and hurry them beyond the reafonable

bounds of true liberty, of true patriotifm, of fea-

fible equality, and of the poffible means of pub-

lic happinefs and order ; but they fhould furely

preferve, in misfortune efpecially, that love for

their country which maintains their title to its blef-

fing.

They mould never calumniate the nation at

large : they may juftly lament that the French are

blindfolded, and led through crimes into every ex-

travagance. But there is one point of view which

is confolatory to a true Frenchman : he fees

through all this anarchy, a moft determined cou-

Tage, and the greateft franknefs of opinion. With
thefe qualities the French may be brought back

from their errors; but it is by reafon, and not

by reproaches, that this can be accomplidied. Let

thofe among the emigrants whofe fituation, whofe

influence, and whofe knowledge, may one day

call them to the important duty of re-eftabliming

order in France, let thefe men fit themfelves for

reclaiming public opinion, by inftantly facrincing

their refentment, of whatever nature or however

juft, and ceafing to exafperate by invectives the

whole people of France. The character of that

people may be eclipfed for a time, but will ' ne-

ver be entirely obliterated ; and what is crime in

fome few individuals, is, energy in the nation at

large.

The hiftory of the world does not prefent an

Inftance of a nation affailed by fo many enemies

at
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at once, lefs terrified at the thunder of the charge,

or keeping them at bay in every quarter with

fuch obftinate refolution. The laft campaign, which

was enough to have crulhed them at once, only

difplayed one general mafs of valour ; and if they

yield, the next campaign, they will be fubdued,

but they will not be degraded. It is greatly the

intereft of the emigrants that the French ihould

not be defpifed ; for whatever their nation may
fufFer in the eftimation of Europe, will be a lofs

to themfelves. They have already, for the laft

two years, been guilty of a great miftake in re-

prefenting to foreign powers that the French ar-

mies were contemptible, and utterly incapable of

making any refiftance. This miftake, which has

proved fo fatal to the PrufTians, has taken away

all credit from their reports. Let us never hear

fuch mifreprefentations again—they are much too

ferious.

The French nation, collectively taken, will al-

ways be amiable. She is labouring at this mo-

ment under a moral diftemper, whofe dreadful

convulfions only render her a greater objed of

alarm. Foreigners may employ the fword, but

her emigrant offspring mould only approach her

with the foothing accents of perfuafion :—it is

their intereft to do fo : their de'fign of fuperin-

ducing order on that confufion which has driven

them from their country, will, otherwife, every

month and every week, become more perfectly

hopelefs. _.

This
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This advice is not the refult of bafe compli-

ance, or perfonal intereft, or ambition. Gene-

ral Dumourier declares, and his Memoirs will

prove, that he reprobates the prefent ftate of

things in France ; that he fees in them only the

fubverfion of every rational principle, and the

utter impracticability of promoting public happi-

nefs; he declares, that he will never warp to

fuch an order of things; and that he would

chufe beggary, profcription, wretchednefs, and

perpetual exile, in preference to any re-eftablim-

ment in his country that mull be purchafed by the

facrifice of his moral principles;——but he de-

clares, too, that he loves his countrymen, and

that, were he poignarded in their delirium to-

morrow, he would breathe out his laft accents,

in a lamentation of their errors, and a benedic?

tion to his country.

FINIS.
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